
 

Students’ Association Board Meeting 

Wednesday, September 17, 2025 

Exchange District Campus, Manitou a bi Bii Daziigae - E155 

6:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

 

 MINUTES  

Attendees: 

 Members: Cynthia Oloruntobi, Harsh Ambekar, Mehakpreet Kaur, Guadalupe Cordova 

Bojarquez, Kashish, Sanni Lapitan, Andrew Paquette, Marion Ǫueen Ramos, Sarah 

Etsano, Jiani Li, Sofie Hodges, Nikhil Ahuja 

 
 Ex-officio: Melissa Ghidoni (Chair), Jasmine Lucero, Emmanuel Uge, Japsharan Kaur, 

Dimple Dimple, Steve Nachtigall, Gursharan Kaur 

 

 Guests: Andres Umbacia Castro (Executive and Board Advisor), Rachel Teddy Lands 

(NIAC Delegate) 

 

 Regrets OR Absences: Mandeep Singh, Jashanpreet Kaur, Hevyn-Lee Martens, Erik 

Bruce 

1) Call to Order @ 6:27 PM 

2) Land Acknowledgement by the SA President 

3) President’s Opening Remarks: The President welcomes the SAB. Informs the board of the 
new board member and Alumni rep who were absent and introduced the guest attendee (NIAC 

Delegate). 

4) Call for Proxy: 

Motion – To allow proxy voting for the duration of the meeting. 

 Mandeep proxied the vote to Mehakpreet. 

 No other proxies were noted. 

Mover: Sanni Seconder: Mehakpreet Motion: Carried 



5) Adoption of the Agenda 

Motion – To adopt the agenda as presented. 

Mover: Guadalupe Seconder: Jiani Motion: Carried 

6) Accept the SAB Meeting Minutes 

Motion – To accept the SAB meeting minutes from June 25, 2025, as distributed. 

Mover: Jiani Seconder: Nikhil Motion: Carried 

7) SAB Appointment Panel Members 

 
Motion – To appoint the following recommended individuals as the SAB Appointment Panel 

members for the 2025-2026 year: Elisabeth Kaseda, Allendale Nato, Gurpreet Kaur 

Maan, Arlene Contreras, Hamsini Madhanika, Jashanpreet Kaur, Sanchi Madaan, Diana 

Carolina Perez, Harsh Ambekar, and Doug Bradley. 

 
Mover: Elections, Appointment, and Referenda Committee Motion: Carried 

8) Executive Reports 

A. President Attached 

 

 Highlights from Policy and Strategy Conference, sitting on the Governance and 

Internal Committee at CASA

 Met with UMSU and UWSA over the summer to discuss the creation of a post- 

secondary student provincial lobbying group

 Manitoba Students (MBS, previously known as MSA) is going through its beginning 

stages

 Taking control of all non-events related social media posts

B. Vice President Academic Attached 

 Question was raised why the 2SLGBTQIA+ scholarship hasn’t been updated on our
website but has been updated on the college website. 

C. Vice President External Affairs Attached 

 Regional representative recruitment is ongoing, but we do have one rep from 

Winkler, Portage la Prairie, and Stevenson.

 Highlights from Policy and Strategy Conference, sitting on the College and 
Polytechnic Advisory Committee.

 RRCSA will be handling the application to reserve the name for Manitoba Students 

(MBS).



D. Vice President Internal Attached 

 Updates to Club requirements, ensuring there is firm following of guidelines.

 Clubs that didn’t attend orientation will be denied event proposals until they

schedule an orientation. 

 Slight update to the Compassionate Bursary Fund for international students - 

primary provider loss.

 Questions were raised about MyLegalPlan and discussion ensued.

 Suggestions were raised to possibly check out legal services/resources that are 

already free in the community and through the college.

 
G) Manager’s Reports 

A) Executive Director Report Attached 

 Mention of the Mercantile briefing note and clarification was shared on what 

was the space approved for. 

 The Mercantile is proposed to be a lounge/game space for students at the 

Exchange District Campus, similar to Lockers at the Notre Dame Campus. 

B) Director, Student Support Services Not Attached 

 Shared with everyone why her report was sent after the deadline. 

 She also shares the services that RRC provides to students. 

10) Additional Reports 

A) Canadian Alliance of Student Associations, National Indigenous 

Advocacy Committee (CASA, NIAC) Delegate Report Attached 

 The CASA NIAC Chair (Shy) and Teddy have been working together to develop a 

strategy plan. 

 They’ve taken comments from round table discussion at CASA. They are working 

on the living standards of Indigenous students in post-secondary institutions. 

 Appointed as Vice-Chair for NIAC. 

 
B) CASA, Advocacy Coordinator Report Attached 

11) Committee 

i) Finance Committee. 

 Yet to have their first meeting. 

ii) Elections Appointment s Referendum Committee 

 Didn’t meet quorum. They had nothing to approve. 

iii) Building Trust Fund Committee. 



 Steve gave a breakdown on capital funding via the SA’s budget. 

 We gave an update on the office expansion project. 

 We also gave an update on the Mercantile proposal that we hope to be approved 
by the college. 

iv) Scholarships Committee. 

 First meeting was moved to October. Had nothing new to share. 

 It was shared that there is currently no bursary award for mature students from 

the SA. 

v) Advocacy Committee 

 Most of the members attended. It was a proper update meeting. 

vi) Governance s Internal Review Committee 

 Big meeting with lots of documents to approve. 

 Health and wellness policy, SA financial processes, 2025-2026 letter of 

commitment, and changes to the compassionate bursary. 

12) Financials 

 A board member shared that the coffee shop (STTC) isn’t listed on the school 

website, so we don’t have a lot of visibility. 

13) Varsity Athletics 

 Steve gave a rundown of the history of athletics at RRC and shared what it would 

look like if varsity athletics were back on campus. 

 Briefing note will be sent to college administration soon for approval. 

14) Strategic Plan: 

 Every SAB member gave their input on the Strategic Plan, specifically to each of 

the five pillars. These inputs were recorded on our large sticky notes to be 

compiled into a document. 

15) Open Forum 

 SWAG was shared with nearly all members except Teddy, Melissa, and Laureen. 

 The rest of the SWAG will be shared at the next SAB meeting. 

16) Adjournment @ G:04 PM 
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