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If you’re in the market to buy an
iPhone 4, think again.
Don’t expect instant gratification
because the process may not be as easy it
seems. In fact, according to one student, it
can be downright frustrating.
Krystalle Ramalakhan, a first year creative communications student, found the
process of buying an iPhone 4 extremely
difficult and complicated.
“I had to really search hard for the
iPhone 4 and be persistent,” she said. “I
didn’t know that the Apple Store or Rogers
Wireless authorized dealers would be so
low in stock and have 100 people on their
waiting list. I only got my iPhone 4 in three
days because I called every authorized
dealer in the city.”
Ramalakhan loves her iPhone 4 because of the new applications and the fact
that she has instant email access on the
go. She uses the free apps frequently but
said some applications are too cluttered
with advertising.
Still, as the school year progresses and
deadlines approach, students may find
themselves too busy studying to spend
their time running around trying to get
an iPhone.
In order to avoid this, Ramalakhan
highly recommends getting your name on
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Hundreds of people wait in line for an iPhone 4 at an Apple Store in San Francisco.
Photo from Flickr: Steve Rhodes

a waiting list if you want an iPhone 4 as
badly as she did.
“Once you are on the list, make sure
you answer every call you get even if you
don’t recognize the phone number. Rogers
only calls you back once and if you miss it,
you can get bumped off the list,” she said.
Qamrul Haider, a corporate account
executive for AirSource, a Rogers Wireless
authorized dealer, sells the iPhone 4 to corporate clients as well as to individuals.
“Many of my individual customers are
students, and I am pleased that I can offer
them several types of unlimited plans to
choose from,” he said.

Despite the facts, Winnipegger Brian Bulos, 27, is still not concerned about
crime in Winnipeg.
“I grew up in the west end of Winnipeg. Things like crime don’t phase me any
more. Murders and shootings, it’s just normal,” he said.

Last year’s numbers are in. Manitoba
has the highest homicide rate for the third
year in a row, according to Statistics Canada. Meanwhile, violent crime severity in
Winnipeg increased by fifteen per cent in
2009. But it seems these statistics don’t
seem to bother some Winnipeggers.
According to the Winnipeg Free Press, an
opinion research survey posted in January
by the federal government said Canadians
aren’t concerned about crime. The poll of
1,500 people reported only one percent of
Canadians surveyed said crime should be
the main focus of government.

Jérémie Wookey
photo@rrcsa.ca

Once you are on the list, make
sure you answer every call you
get even if you don’t recognize
the phone number. Rogers only
calls you back once and if you
miss it, you can get bumped off
the list.

A Winnipeg Free Press poll of
1,500 people reported only one
per cent of Canadians surveyed
said crime should be the main
focus of government.
For Bulos, homicides have become a
normal news story. But despite his nonchalance, Bulos still takes precautions.
“I wouldn’t walk down my street in
the middle of the night,” he said.

Jess Chapman
Tammy W. Karatchuk
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Haider agreed students must get
themselves on a waiting list right away if
they want the iPhone soon.

Phone: (204) 947-0013
Fax: (204) 949-9150

Lindsey Peterson, 21, who lives on Corydon
Avenue, said crime isn’t a big concern for
her either.
“I run to my apartment from the
street at night after 10 or 11 p.m. It’s less
than a block, but running inside from the
car is a regular occurrence at night,” she
said. “But in a general day, it’s [crime] not
on my mind.”
Dr. Michael Weinrath, chair of criminal justice at the University of Winnipeg,
thinks most Winnipeggers aren’t concerned about crime because they are so
used to hearing about it.
“The media seems to report every
crime in Winnipeg. It’s an easy story to get
quickly,” said Weinrath. “People should be
concerned about the cause of crime.”
Weinrath proposed investing in the inner city, taking care of poverty, and educating children through school as part of the
solution to Winnipeg’s crime problems.

Looking for a creative outlet?
• We’re a creative writing class putting together a PostFiction exhibition, and we are hungry for submissions.
• PostFiction can be as long or short, poetic or prosaic as you like; however, it must ﬁt within the 4 X 6 frame of the
back of a postcard or photo of your choice.
• Deadline for submissions is November 1, 2010
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COLUMNISTS

P110-160 Princess Street
Winnipeg, MB R38 1K9
www.rrcsa.ca

CALLING ALL CREATIVE WRITERS

For more information please contact: pcﬁction@gmail.com
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-Kristalle Ramalakhan,
iPhone 4 owner

Nonchalant Winnipeggers laugh in the face of death
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WHO WE ARE
The Projector is the official newspaper of
Red River College and is published by the Red
River College Students’ Association (RRCSA) every second Monday. The Projector is a member of
the Canadian University Press (CUP), a national
organization of student newspapers. Opinions
expressed in The Projector do not necessarily
reflect those of the students’ association or Red
River College. All material is herein copyrighted
to The Projector, its contributors, and the RRCSA.

WRITE FOR US
Anyone can write for The Projector, and Red
River College students are encouraged to contribute. Simply pitch or submit an article to the appropriate section editor or join our contributors’
list. Though we will consider all submissions, due
to space restrictions, The Projector cannot guarantee that all articles received will be published.
If you wish to respond to something you’ve read
in this issue, letters to the editor can be emailed
to editor@rrcsa.com. To ensure your chances
of being published, letters should strive to be
around 150 to 200 words in length. The Projector reserves the right to edit all submissions for
length, as well as stylistic, grammatical, and legal
guidelines. The Projector also reserves the right
to reprint submissions at any time, in both written and electronic formats. The Projector will not
publish content that it deems to be racist, sexist,
or otherwise hateful or prejudiced.

NEWS 03
On Oct. 27, many students
will head to the polls to cast their
ballot in the civic election.
But many post-secondary students who are new to Winnipeg,
don’t know if they’re eligible to
vote in their new home.
“I’m going to say I don’t
think I’m allowed,” said 27-yearold Jen Dyck, who moved to Winnipeg from Dauphin, Man., this
fall. “I haven’t been following
Winnipeg politics, so maybe that
wouldn’t be fair. But I am going
to be living here for the next two
years for sure, so maybe I should
get a say,” said Dyck, a Red River
College student.
The Municipal Councils
and School Boards Elections Act,
which governs eligibility to vote
in the civic election, says a person
is eligible to vote if her or she is
a Canadian citizen, 18 years or
older, and has been a resident of
Winnipeg for at least six months
prior to the election date.
Therefore, students who have
not been living in the city since
April 27, 2010 are not eligible
to vote.
But are students who have
been here for a few years considered a resident of their hometown or of Winnipeg?
Jo-Ann Park, an assistant returning officer in the Winnipeg
City Clerk’s Department, said students who are eligible to be considered residents of both their
hometown and of Winnipeg have
to make their own choice.
“It’s all about where you call
home. You may only vote in one
location – your hometown or
Winnipeg – so you need to have
decided where your home is,”
Park said.

OUT OF TOWN,
OUT OF LUCK
Students fresh from rural areas
not eligible to vote
Kim Lawson
NEWS BEAT REPORTER

It’s all about where
you call home. You may
only vote in one location – your hometown or
Winnipeg – so you need
to have decided where
your home is
-Jo-Ann Park,
assistant returning officer,
Winnipeg City Clerk’s
Department
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Students deciding they are Winnipeg residents can register to
vote at the polls on election day,
but will have to provide proof of

New program
launched
Film group partners with
RRC for Aboriginal
Journalism program
Laura Kunzelman
CONTRIBUTOR
A pilot project will soon
be launched as an effort by the
National Screen Institute (NSI)
to give Aboriginal students the
skills required for a successful
career in journalism. The new
Aboriginal Journalism Program

will join in partnership with Red
River College (RRC) with the objective to arm students with the
necessary tools to have a career in
journalism.
The NSI is in discussions
with the creative communications program at RRC through
the Creative Arts chair, Larry Partap, about sharing resources with
RRC’s downtown Princess Street
Campus. The NSI has also met
with RRC’s Marti Ford, the dean
of indigenous education, to seek
her help in recruiting applicants.

Pods and Pads
are the new pens
RRC students adjust to cuttingedge classroom technology
Using your cell phone during class would once get you a
dirty look from your instructor.
But some Red River College students are now being encouraged
to whip out their Smartphones
during class time, as the devices replace more traditional
learning tools.

The rules are slightly different for students moving from one
city ward to another. Even if they
haven’t lived in their new ward
for six months, Park says they can
still vote in their new ward. They
just need to bring proof of their
new address.
As the election approaches,
candidates for mayor and city
councillor will be seen around
college and university campuses in hopes of attracting
student votes.
Louise May is running for
councillor in the St. Norbert

The requirement for an iPod
touch, iPhone or other Smartphone was introduced this year
for all first year creative communications students. Advertising
majors in their second year also
have to use an iPad.
CreComm ad instructor
Kenton Larsen said the require-

ward, which includes the University of Manitoba. She said she
will campaign at the university
to encourage students to have
their say.
“It’s very important that
students vote because there are
specific major issues in their
community that they should be
concerned with… students are important to the city of Winnipeg,”
May said.

their Winnipeg residence, like
a driver’s license or a property
tax bill.

Neil Coligan said the NSI is not
looking to replace RRC’s existing
journalism program.
“NSI wants to enhance what
is already offered by the college
and make it specific to Aboriginal
journalists who need extra education and skills to be successful,”
he said. The partnership at this
point is in development and has
yet to be fully determined.
Partap sees the partnership
as a “great opportunity both for
the NSI and for RRC. If we can assist in providing this training, we
are only to happy to do that,” he
said.
The Aboriginal Journalism
Program will span over a 12 week
period with students spending
the first 8 in classroom/workshop
based training and the remaining
4 weeks participating in the media industry.
Most of the classes will take
place at NSI’s office on Bannatyne
Avenue, but students will get a

Robert Zirk
CONTRIBUTOR
ment was introduced because
instructors want their graduates to understand apps and
the mobile environment by the
time they’re working in the
communications industry.
“There’s a difference between saying ‘I’ve read about it’
and saying ‘I’ve used it,’ and you
have to be able to use it to understand how it works,” Larsen said.
The devices have already
been used in several first year

chance to intern or gain experience with NSI’s media partners, including RRC.
Students entering the program will not have to worry
about funds and can concentrate on their studies. The NSI
is partnered with Employment
Manitoba which means besides
paying costs such as living accommodations, food, and bills,
students in the Aboriginal
Journalism Program will have
no tuition fees to pay and no
textbooks to buy.
Coligan said the program will be because Canadian newsrooms and their
employees need to improve
at reflecting the audience
they serve.
“NSI’s media partners recognize this and want to hire
more journalists who come
from non-traditional backgrounds, more aboriginal people, and more visible minorities.”
Classes begin Oct. 25.
classes, such as in journalism,
where students used them to find
examples of news stories, and in
public relations, to keep up with
their classmates’ blogs.
Pamela Vernaus, a first year
student in Creative Communications, is glad mobile devices
are required for the program
this year.
“I have an iPhone, and I absolutely love it,” she said. “It’s probably one of the most popular devices used for communications.
It’s great to be part of that.”
RRC also purchased nine
iPads thorough the Program Innovation Fund, each of which is
being shared amongst two second
year advertising majors.

InBrief
local news
Easing the transition
Manitoba will be the first
province to implement a program geared towards helping new immigrants make a
strong start when they arrive
in the province. According
to the CBC, the $15 million
pilot program will offer immigrants a “pre-arrival” orientation program, which will
allow them to find training
and employment before they
come to Manitoba. Manitoba’s
English Online language program will also be available to
provide language training to
qualified immigrants. If the
program proves successful
here in Manitoba, it will be
adapted in other provinces.
CJOB’s new voice
A local radio personality
will soon be appearing on TV
airwaves across the country.
CJOB’s Charles Adler will host
a national television show
on the new Sun TV News. According to the Winnipeg Sun,
Adler’s yet-to-be-named show
will be broadcast from Winnipeg and like his radio show,
it will host lively discussions
of national issues. Luc Lavoie,
head of development for Sun
TV News, said Adler fits in well
with the network’s approach
to news which is “close-to-thepeople, blue-collar, no-nonsense.” Adler will continue to
host his radio show when the
TV network launches early
next year.

national and
international
news
Deformed fish cause alarm
Scientists and First Nation
representatives say deformed
fish caught from the Athabasca River are a result of toxins
from Alberta’s Oil Sands polluting the water. Fish with deformities, tumors, and signs
of disease were found in the
lower area of the river, which
is downstream from the Oil
Sands. According to the CBC,
First Nation communities are
sending a letter urging the
prime minister to conduct a
study on the health effects of
the Oil Sands on fish and people in northern Alberta.
Fish food
A beach in the Bahamas is
living up to its name. Police believe the body of a boater who
disappeared off Jaws Beach
was found inside the belly of
a 3.6 metre tiger shark, according to the CBC. The man
was last seen on Aug. 29, when
his boat encountered engine
troubles. The local fisherman
who caught the shark said a
leg popped out of the fish’s
mouth as they were reeling
it in. Officers then found the
right leg, two severed arms,
and a severed torso when the
shark was cut open.
Compiled by Jessica Cable
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Extreme makeover:
tower edition

Predicting
cheating

Green RRC renovations continue

Cheating students believe
they’re not doing wrong, are entitled to good grades

Veronica Neufeld
CONTRIBUTOR
The $27 million transformation of the Union Bank Tower
into the Paterson GlobalFoods
Institute is well underway. After
close to 25 years of vacancy, the
tower, built in 1904, is being converted into the home of Red River
College’s (RRC) culinary, hospitality, and tourism programs, student residence, three restaurants
open to the public, and, thanks to
Prairie Architects Inc, one of the
greenest buildings in town.
Architect Blaine Repko, design lead for the Paterson GlobalFoods Institute, said the building
is aiming for Gold LEED certification, ranking it among the city’s
greenest buildings.
“A lot of what we’re doing is
completely unique in terms of energy recovery,” Repko said.
Several new techniques and
technologies are being used to
help the campus conserve resources. Energy, which would
normally be exhausted from the
kitchens as waste, will instead be
re-routed through an advanced
water system to heat all 11 storeys. Back-up boilers will also be
present using high-efficiency natural gas.
During construction, Repko’s team aims to divert 75 per
cent of building waste from the
landfill, reworking and reusing it
in a strategy Repko calls “aggressive recycling.”

The Projector

When the building opens,
the college will institute a compost program for all unused
kitchen and restaurant materials,
and a green roof will supply the
restaurants with fresh herbs and
vegetables. In keeping with the
campus’ green ideology, plans are
in the works to provide the building’s students and staff with Winnipeg Transit pass subsidies.
The project, slated for completion in spring 2011, will host
close to 100 student living quarters which will occupy the tower’s
upper eight stories. Three restaurants will be open to the public
and hospitality students can look
forward to using the best in culinary and classroom technology.
“While lack of space hasn’t
really been an issue, it’s more
about bringing the program into
the 21st century rather than the
1960s,” said John Reimers, chair
of the hospitality department at

RRC.
Brian Timmerman, executive
director of the Exchange District
BIZ, said local businesses and residents can also get excited about
the project.
“This development solidifies
the Exchange District’s reputation as the centre of arts and
culture in the city,” Timmerman
said.
RRC is doing its part to bring
students and staff to areas of the
Exchange District that have not
seen a lot of traffic in the past,
such as the former Leland Hotel
site and the canopy area of Old
Market Square.
“I think the most exciting
thing is that we’re taking a part
of the school that was less visible
and making it open to the public,” said Repko. “This place will
be visible, exciting, and lively and
serve as a great example of what’s
possible with sustainable design.”

Renovations on the new building reveal a stunning ceiling full of secrets. If only ceilings could talk.
Photo from Flickr: Red River College
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Alexandra Posadzki
CUP NEWSWIRE WRITER
TORONTO (CUP) — Chad*
said he started cheating on tests
because he was too lazy to put in
the hours studying and wasn’t
interested in the course material.
“I didn’t feel guilty because I
felt that they were testing me on
my memory, not on my understanding,” said Chad, a third-year
student at George Brown College
in Toronto. “I don’t have a really good memory. So I decided I
was going to get back at them by
cheating.”
Chad confessed to helping
other people cheat as well, by
photographing exams and sending them out to friends.
“It’s pretty widespread in
college,” said Chad. “I’m still currently cheating.”
A Sept. 7 study, conducted
by the American Psychological
Association, examined students
like Chad and found that lack of
remorse, a trait often associated
with psychopathy, is common
amongst scholastic cheaters.
High school and university
students who admitted to cheating on tests or plagiarizing papers
scored higher on personality tests
of the “Dark Triad:” psychopathy,
machiavellianism and narcissism.
Machiavellianism includes
such qualities as manipulativeness, cynicism and amorality,
while narcissism encompasses
traits like self-centredness and a
sense of entitlement.
Psychopathy, a personality
disorder associated with the inability to feel guilt or empathy,
was most strongly linked to cheating.
“We’re talking about mildlevel psychopaths here. They’re
not the same ones who have
spent their whole lives in prison,
maiming and killing people,”
said Delroy Paulhus, a psychology professor at the University of
British Columbia and one of the
study’s authors.
“But nonetheless, they show
the same personality pattern.”
Traditionally, it was believed
that students who were unprepared were most likely to cheat.
While the study found this to be
true to some extent, personality profiling proved to be a much
stronger predictor.
“If you put people in very
competitive, challenging situations, then the psychopaths in
that group will resort to underhanded methods. So it’s partly
the context and partly the personality.” — Delroy Paulhus, psychology professor
The research found two major motivators to cheat: Cheating
students felt that they were entitled to good grades and they also
didn’t think that cheating was
morally wrong.

Many students who cheated
had very ambitious grade goals
and felt that cheating was an
appropriate means of attaining
them.
“If you put people in very
competitive, challenging situations, then the psychopaths in
that group will resort to underhanded methods. So it’s partly
the context and partly the personality,” said Paulhus.
Students are also more likely
to cheat if they don’t think that
they will get caught or if they are
simply not afraid of punishment.
Sarah*, a first-year student at
the University of Toronto, echoed
this sentiment. In Grade 12, Sarah
and several of her classmates text
messaged answers to each other
on biology exams because they
felt that the teacher wasn’t paying close enough attention.
“First of all, it was so easy.
Second of all, I didn’t think she
would do anything if I got caught.
Third, she was a really boring
teacher, so I never really paid attention in class and then I wasn’t
motivated to study. So I just never
really knew the material very
well,” said Sarah.
Although Sarah regrets that
she didn’t learn anything in the
course, she doesn’t feel guilty for
having cheated.
“I used to cheat on boyfriends
all the time, and I never cared,”
said Sarah. “Now I do, but back
then I didn’t. When you don’t get
caught for something it’s like it
never happened.”
She did feel guilty, however,
for handing in somebody else’s
sonnet once, and receiving a high
grade.
“I feel morally guilty for that
one, because it was someone’s actual work that I handed in, and
they didn’t know that I handed it
in,” said Sarah.
Advancements in technology
have made it easier for students
to cheat, according to Paulhus.
With a quick text message or a
Google search, students can obtain answers to an exam question
or even entire essays.
But technological advancements can be used to detect
cheating as well. A database such
as Turnitin.com can help a professor identify whether parts of a paper were plagiarized from books,
online sources or past essays.
Paulhus also referred to a
program that allows professors
to compare students’ exams in
order to gauge whether two students’ answers are just a little too
similar.
There are preventative measures that professors can take
against cheating, as well. Paulhus recommends using different
forms of the same test, banning
cellphones and electronics, assigning seats and assigning essays
about personal experiences that
make it difficult for plagiarism to
occur.
*Note: Names have been changed
to protect privacy
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Feast your eyes on this
Farmers’ Feast –connecting people to their food

Pamela Wankling
CONTRIBUTOR

The cold and rainy weather didn’t stop
chefs from cooking and people from eating on Sept. 16 at the Farmers’ Feast in St.
Norbert. The Feast was a chance for local
chefs to connect with Manitoba producers
and for Manitobans to understand where
their food comes from.
Organizer Kristin Fillingham called
the event a “wandering feast.” The event
was created to show people that food production should not be looked at as an industry and that eating fresh, local food is
important and healthy. Local food producers, including farmers and ranchers, were
there to provide info about their products,
which were served to guests by the chefs.

It’s a celebration of local food
and a way to try and connect
people with the people who grow
their food and the people who
prepare their food.
-Kristin Fillingham,
Organizer
“It’s a celebration of local food and
a way to try and connect people with the
people who grow their food and the people
who prepare their food,” she said. “With
all the insecurity in our food system, it’s
important to be able to put a face to the
farmers, so that we know where our food is
coming from.”
Chef Terry Gereta from Mise Bistro &
Specialty Foods participated in the event.

Shoppers hand-pick the best looking potatoes at the St.. Norbert Farmers market.
Photo from Flickr: Plonq

He said he grew up in the 1970s on canned
food which lacked nutrition and was filled
with sodium. He said the Farmers’ Feast
helps to demonstrate the importance of
simple and natural food.
“The magic in the food is lost when it’s
over-processed,” he said.
Aside from the publicity the chefs received, Gereta’s favourite part of Farmer’s
Feast is making connections with the farmers and the producers who supply his res-

taurant.
“When you deal with farmers, it’s not
necessarily what you want. They use their
talent to grow whatever they can,” he said.
“Based on the weather, different things
flourish and that’s what you have to work
with.”
Jennifer Prochera and her girlfriend,
Crystal Chercoe, who attended the event,
were happy to sample food from different
chefs working at a variety of different res-

taurants, especially those who think outside the box.
“The thing I like the most is the fact
that it is all local food,” Prochera said. “I
know a lot of people who are working towards that movement and I am blown
away by their creativity.”
This is the second year Farmers’ Feast
has taken place and it is modelled after a
B.C.– event called Feast of Fields.

Urban erections

Expansions at the U of W continues
Michelle Choy
CONTRIBUTOR

Expansions to the University of
Winnipeg (U of W) began in 2007 and
have not slowed down since.
The Campus Development Plan,
which was organized by the University
of Winnipeg’s Renewal Corporation
(UWCRC), was introduced in September
2007 and since then, there have been
many expansions added to the campus.
The Buhler Centre opened its doors
on Aug. 26, 2010. It will house the continuing education department, the
Plug in Art Institute, and the Business
and Administration faculty. Bonnie and
John Buhler joined the governor general Michaëlle Jean to inaugurate the
building.
“It’s a joint venture with the University of Winnipeg and the Plug in Art
Institute,” said Dan Hurley, senior executive officer and advisor to the president of the University of Winnipeg.
“We are in the process of putting in the
final touches,” said Hurley.
The continuing education department will be moving in first on Oct. 1,
2010. The faculty of Business and Administration will be moving in December. Business classes are scheduled to

commence in January 2011.
“This will give them a real presence
downtown,” said Hurley.
In addition, Sept. 12, 2010 marks
the one-year anniversary of construction on the University of Winnipeg
Students’ Association’s (UWSA) new
daycare.
Other projects included in the campus expansion are: McFeetors Hall, the
Duckworth centre (the Soma Café), the
CanWest Centre for Theatre and Film,
Science Complex and the Richardson
College for the Environment, and the
ANX, which will be opening in the old
Greyhound Bus depot.
“These facilities will offer students
improved facilities for learning,” said
Katie Haig-Anderson, vice president
advocate of the UWSA. “The expansion
at U of W will really change students’
experiences, as students will move from
building to building more than they do
now. Some students whose faculties are
moving to a new building will spend
the majority of their time at that one
building, which will change the dynamics of the university.”
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A confluence
of students
DMT and graphic design
students get creative
at The Forks

John Byun
CONTRIBUTOR
The graphic design and digital multimedia technology (DMT)
students at Red River College got
to know each other a little better
on Sept.10 when they spent the
day drawing in some of Winnipeg’s finest buildings.
Approximately 155 students
from the two programs attended
this year’s annual field trip. DMT
students completed two full page
studies and two detailed drawings on the subjects they chose at
the Union Station. Graphic design
students were also assigned similar drawing tasks at the Winnipeg
Railway Museum.
The annual drawing field
trip has been happening for over
20 years and every year it is held
at a different location.
Frank Reimer, an instructor
in the graphic design program,
said the concept behind the event
is to give DMT and graphic design
students a chance to get to know

each other.
“To bring everyone together
was the motivation,” he said.
“The field trip has been a long
tradition.”
Reimer said the field trip
was a success.
“The venues worked out
well,” he said. “There were lots to
draw and plenty of objects. There
were lots to see inside the museum,” he said. “Students were able
to go and spend time at The Forks
if they wanted to.”
Marlon Wiebe, a first year
DMT student, said practicing different style of drawings and different techniques was what he
took away from the trip.
Wiebe said the Winnipeg
Railway Museum was an interesting location to draw in.
“There are lots of old trains
and old control boards you can
draw,” he said. “Walking around
to see what other people were
drawing was interesting.”
“I think everybody enjoyed
it. Everyone has their own style.
Their own idea of what they were
doing,” he said. “It felt pretty casual so it kind of felt like we were
hanging out.”

Average
tuition fees
rose four per
cent: StatsCan
While fees decline in Nova Scotia, Ontario posts biggest spike
at 5.4 per cent

Emma Godmere
CUP OTTAWA BUREAU CHIEF

OTTAWA (CUP) — The average Canadian full-time student
will pay $5,138 in tuition fees this
year, a four per cent increase from
last year, according to a Statistics
Canada report released Sept. 16.
The 2010-11 increase is up
from the 3.6 per cent spike in
2009-10 and is higher than the 1.8
per cent rate of inflation calculated by the Consumer Price Index
between July 2009 and July 2010.
“There’s no surprise that tuition has risen in this country;
since cuts in the ’90s, tuition has
been rising,” said Zach Dayler, national director for the Canadian
Alliance of Student Associations.
“We’ve been saying since the ’90s
that this can’t happen, we need to
invest in education.”
The highest average undergraduate tuition and the largest
increase in fees were found in On-
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tario, at a $6,307 price tag — an increase of 5.4 per cent from 200910. Ontario graduate students
also saw the biggest spike in fees
compared to the rest of the country — their tuition went up 10.6
per cent to an average of $6,917.
While students in Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince
Edward Island, Nova Scotia, and
New Brunswick benefitted from
decreases in their grad school
tuition, Canadian graduate students on the whole witnessed a
more significant increase compared to their undergraduate colleagues as average fees went up
6.6 per cent this academic year.
“This report magnifies the
need to better support grad students in Canada,” said Dayler,
noting that CASA supports offering more needs-based grants to
students of all levels.
Dave Molenhuis, national
chairperson for the Canadian Federation of Students, also supports
the idea of greater non-repayable
assistance and pointed out that
the federal government currently
does not offer grants to graduate
students through its Canada Stu-
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dent Grants Program.
“Our feelings are that we’ve
seen this record level of student
debt and despite that, students
and families are saddled with
mortgage-sized debt loads, tuition fees continue to rise and we
continue to move in a direction
where the public post-secondary
education system is more and
more reliant on private sources of
funding,” he said.
Molenhuis added that the
CFS is rolling out their Education
is a Right campaign on campuses
across the country this fall to
bring to light the need for a post-

secondary education act to set
“standards of quality, access and
guaranteed funding.”
“Until we get to that point —
and it’s well within the reach of
the federal government to do so
— we’ll continue to move in this
direction of higher tuition and
higher student debt,” he said.
CASA suggested in their Sept.
16 press release response to the
survey that the federal government should increase post-secondary education funding to $4
billion per year.
“That number comes from
what we think the education defi-

cit is in terms of funding that the
system needs,” said Dayler, referring to dedicated post-secondary
education funds in the Canada
Social Transfer. According to the
Department of Finance, the government transferred $3.3 billion
to the provinces for post-secondary education in 2009-10.
Dayler also pointed out that
transfer payments are up for negotiation in 2014 and that CASA
would like to see a more direct
transfer of funds from Ottawa to
the provinces.
Both CASA and the CFS are
planning to lobby federal politicians on Parliament Hill this fall.
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Why gay men
should have
the right to
donate blood

Why we hated
social studies
Canadian high schools should foster debate,
not dictation

Jess Chapman
COLUMNIST
During the 2006 federal election, my history class held a mock
vote throughout our school. All I
remember of that event are two
things: The NDP won, and we
spent the day cracking wise about
Stephen Harper eating babies.
Not once were we taught about
the candidates’ platforms and
their possible implications for
the country.
If you ever hear or make any
complaints about getting noth-

ing out of one’s high school social
studies classes, this could be why.
Instead of regurgitating names
and dates related to the fur trade,
we could have been learning to
analyze and debate the issues
that would surely affect us in our
post-secondary lives. Regretfully, I
never took the World Issues elective, but you’d think it would be
the compulsory course, not the
one that might as well have been
composed entirely of Heritage
Minutes.
High school students in the
United States have the opportunity to do this outside of school,
with an organization that has no
Canadian equivalent. It is known
as the Junior State of America, or
JSA, and is the largest high school

club in the nation, with over
500,000 members throughout its
66-year history. According to their
website, the JSA exists to help
students “cultivate democratic
leadership skills, challenge one
another to think critically, advocate their own opinions, develop
respect for opposing views, and
learn to rise above self-interest to
promote the public good.”
I can think of no politician in
Canada who wouldn’t have benefitted from that kind of help as
a teenager.
The JSA’s operations consist
of debates, conferences, lectures
from guest speakers, volunteerism, activism, model United Nations and model Congress. It is
divided into chapters run by stu-

dents themselves, who can
run democratically for titles
such as Governor, speaker,
chief of staff and senator.
The JSA has been fortunate
enough to host speeches by
U.S. President Barack Obama
and former president George
H.W. Bush, to name just a few.
But what’s it all good for?
An association like the JSA has
the potential to stop youthful
cynicism about politics before
it starts. It teaches students
enough about the political
system to make them want
to get involved with it and, if
necessary, be at the forefront
of changing it.
Or, if nothing else, it can
get people who accuse adolescents of being poor thinkers
to shut up a little. That alone
makes it worth duplicating,
especially if you’ve been privy
to what passes for “debate” on
most university campuses.

A matter
of equality
Tammy W. Karatchuk
COLUMNIST

Photo from Flickr: Andy Inatko

No doubt when the next
Canadian Blood Services (CBS)
drive hits Red River College
on Sept. 27, staff and students
will line up in droves, eager
to part with their gift of life.
However, one group is banned
from participating in the
blood-sucking fun – and it’s
perfectly legal.
Men who have slept with
men, or MSM, after 1977 aren’t
eligible to donate blood, ever.
That year represents the estimated start of the AIDS epidemic. There’s a lifetime ban
on their blood, and because
the CBS isn’t a government
entity, they don’t fall under
the Charter of Rights – giving
them free rein to ban whom
ever they please.
The brass at the Canadian
Blood Services made the assumption that MSM are high
risk. They feared false negatives on HIV tests and decided
an all-out ban might be the
answer.
Even if an MSM meets the
basic requirements of the CBS
- over 17 and 110lbs – in order to get through the bloodguarded gate everyone must
answer the donor questionnaire. For the MSM, the door
closes here.
I understand the importance of keeping Canada’s
blood supply safe. I don’t
agree with infringing upon
someone’s personal freedoms
to do it. According to CBS

chief Graham Sher, as reported
on CTV, “blood donation is not
a right, it’s a privilege we try to
extend to as many Canadians
as possible.”
Driving is a privilege extended to as many Canadians
as possible, too. How would
it feel if that license were revoked – for life?
Here’s a scenario that the
CBS may not have thought
about. It’s 2 a.m. on a Saturday
morning. A woman is struck
by a tow truck and sent to hospital in critical condition. It’s
mayhem at the hospital. The
woman needs blood and is type
O+, which the hospital needs to
bring in because their supply is
low. Now it’s a race against the
clock. Her family arrives. Her
brother, who is O+, falls under
the CBS “legal” lifetime ban
and is not allowed to donate
blood for his sister. The blood
arrives at the hospital. But it’s
too late. Time of death – preventable.
A person’s sexual orientation or sexual habits doesn’t
define the person. There isn’t
a valid reason why one group’s
blood is deemed bright and
healthy while another group’s
vials are considered dark and
dingy because of who they
choose to love or sleep with.
By banning MSM, the CBS
is keeping their foot in the
door to inequality.
CBS, leave them MSM
alone.
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An important skill to have,
if you want to be a successful
student, is the ability to come
up with a healthy supply of
believable excuses for missing
classes or important due dates.
Students have to juggle schoolwork and other daily tasks like
eating, sleeping, showering (the
last of which, admittedly, is
more of a weekly task for some),
and of course the time-consuming task of getting sloppy drunk
two or three times a week. This
can leave little time to come up
with a good excuse when you
need to stay home and nurse the
two or three weekly hangovers.
So this week, I’ve decided
to supply you all with a few
helpful tips on how to come
up with high--quality excuses
quickly and efficiently so you
can spend more time on the important tasks of getting drunk
and spending the day at home,
regretting having gotten so
drunk.
1. Make a list.
If you’re like most students,
you’ll need a lot of different excuses if you’re going to try to explain away all of your horribly
irresponsible behaviour. Therefore, it’s important to keep a
careful record of which excuses
you’ve already used and how
many times you’ve used them.
Most people only have one or
two grandmothers, so a professor or instructor will become
suspicious if you miss class fourteen separate times to attend
your grandmother’s funeral.

peccable judgment. This is why
it’s important to formulate your
excuse before speaking to your
professor or instructor. Take a
few minutes to consider whether
anyone other than a mentallychallenged monkey would believe
your excuse. Also, think about
whether you’ll be able to keep up
the pretense the next time you’re
in class. If you decide on an excuse (“I got hit by a car and my leg
fell off”), make sure you stick to it
when returning to class, (“uhhh…
it grew back?”)

Students have to
juggle schoolwork and
other daily tasks like
eating, sleeping, showering ... and getting
sloppy drunk
-Jeremy Williamez,
Columnist, The Projector

3. Consider the Classics.
There are some excuses
which, upon first glance, seem
too cliché to be effective. A classic example of this is the old relic: “My dog ate my homework.”
Initially, it seems like someone
would have to be insane to use
this excuse. But this is why it’s
such a great excuse. Any professor or instructor would never in
a million years expect someone to
use such an outlandish excuse –
which is why it works. Its beauty
stems from the very fact that
you’d have to be an idiot to expect
anyone to actually believe it.

Make it believable.
Sometimes a wicked hangover can cloud a student’s im-
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Guess the lyrics depicted by our live-in artist,
Thor Blondal, in the illustration for a chance
to win tickets to Hereafter, courtesy of Warner
Bros. Canada.
To enter, e-mail editor@rrcsa.ca with the lyrics,
song name and artist. Start guessing!
The Projector
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Big show, bigger talent
Local artists entertain Forks folks

Alex White
CONTRIBUTOR

A free concert to help promote the local scene and connect
artists with the public got musicians and fans dancing and mingling at The Big Show on Sept. 12.
Organized by Manitoba Music and performed on the Scotiabank Stage at The Forks, the event
closed out a sunny weekend that
also featured the Ciclovia healthy
living festival and the Lights on
Broadway competition.

“We wanted to do something
big at The Forks,” said Sean McManus, program manager for Manitoba Music, “and to show that local artists can play the big stages,
just like touring artists.”
Hosted by Hot 103’s, Ace
Burpee, the free event featured
six artists: Ash Koley, Enjoy Your
Pumas, J.P. Hoe, The Last Night,
Desiree Dorion and Magnum K.I.
Some of the artists are more
experienced than others. Ash
Koley has already been out on the
road and has a hit song on the radio. Magnum K.I. opened for The
Roots at the Winnipeg International Jazz Festival last summer
and J.P. Hoe toured with Jann Arden in 2007. Others, however, are

in the early stages of their career,
like Enjoy Your Pumas.
Each band was selected by
Burpee and other industry people.
“All these bands are so good,
they can all play live, you just
have to put them in front of a
crowd and they’re guaranteed to
get new fans,” said Burpee.
The festival was a partnership between Manitoba Music,
The Forks and Hot 103.
“The show was spectacular.
Flawless,” said Burpee. “It had
good flow and no breaks and
lots of people were already down
there because of Ciclovia and the
Lights on Broadway festival – it
was a big party.”

A month of ad
madness
MMPA and Millennium Library
showcase award-winning
magazine ads
Sharon Mak
CONTRIBUTOR

Throughout the weeks of September, the Manitoba Magazine
Publishers’ Association (MMPA)
and the Millennium Library are
holding Magazine Power – Best on
Page 2010, a free exhibit of awardwinning advertising from magazines across Canada and around
the globe. The event runs from
Sept. 1-30, 2010.
“This is an opportunity to
bring people’s attention to one
aspect of the industry,” said Betty
Ann Watts, executive director of
MMPA. The purpose of the Best
on Page exhibit is to showcase the
creativity of artists and designers
who work in the magazine industry and to show what it takes to
make an award winning ad.
“MMPA is all about supporting and celebrating all aspects
of the magazine industry,” said
Watts.
What makes an award-winning ad is determined by several
judges familiar with the magazines in which the ads appeared.
Some judges like illustration and
some wordplay, while others prefer photography, lots of copy and/
or simplicity.
Magazines Canada, a national trade association representing
Canadian business and media
magazines, started the original
Best on Page event in 2006 as a
way to increase awareness among
Canadians about the Canadian
advertising industry. The Winnipeg exhibit is on loan from them.
The MMPA and the Millennium Library have partnered for
programs in earlier years and will
continue to do so.
“The Library has two sessions
coming up in October with the
Magazine Publishers’ Association
and we will continue to do so as
long as there is interest on both

sides,” said Tannis Gretzinger,
head of Reader Services at the Millennium Library.
October is Manitoba Magazines Month. More Best on Page
entries can be found at http://bestonpage.ca/ads.php≠≠.

Photos by Alexandra Rohne
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A brilliant night out
Approximately
20, 000 Winnipeggers
hit Broadway on the
night of Saturday, Sept.
11. Bright designs from
all over North America lit
up the concrete runway
as people jived to the live
music to keep warm.
Photo by Jérémie Wookey

Art from up North
WAG plans $30 million
Inuit Art Centre

Breanna Perelli
CONTRIBUTOR
Photo by Brian Bulos

In 2014, Winnipeg will host
a celebration of creativity and
cultural identity as the Winnipeg
Art Gallery unveils the world’s
largest collection of Inuit art in a
$30 million Inuit Art Centre.
“Given that Inuit culture
is one of our three aboriginal
cultures, we have a responsibility and an opportunity to create
an international presence,” said
WAG director Stephen Borys.
Since the 1950s, the WAG has
collected approximately 11,000
pieces of stone and bone sculptures, drawings, watercolours,
textiles and prints – primarily
through sizable donations by collectors such as George Swinton,
Ian Lindsay and Jerry Twomey.
In 2012, the WAG’s Studio
Building will fall to make way for
the new centre, which will total
about 50,000 square ft. The centre will dwarf the Museum of Inuit Art in Toronto which has 300
pieces in 6,000 square ft.
“Our collection is encyclopedic. We have art from every area
of the arctic,” said WAG curator
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Darlene Wight.
The collection, for which
approximately 150 exhibitions
have been held and 50 books
published, will be the highlight
of both a celebration of northern
artistry and a research centre.
The gallery hopes to partner with
either the University of Winnipeg
or Manitoba and form a tie-in
with the new Canadian Museum
for Human Rights.
The WAG also aspires to excite children with vibrant and
interactive displays while instructing them in history, art and
tolerance.
“I think that with understanding comes tolerance. As people are able to see the creativity
that’s involved in the artworks,
they would understand and be
very admiring of the people
themselves,” said Wight.
The WAG intends to reintroduce the classes held in the old
building, and initiate an onsite
artist program with workshops
that focus on Inuit art.
“[Inuit art uses] a different
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kind of vocabulary that combines
symbolism and motifs, and for
many people, is quite foreign in
terms of what’s abstract ... representation. It’s Canadian culture,
but there are a lot of people who
don’t understand it,” said Borys.
The architecture is still in the
works and a competition might
be held to select a design that embodies the Inuit culture and the
modernist style of the existing
gallery. The WAG will be getting
feedback from Inuit people to get
their take on what the display
should look like, but stress they
want to have open storage rather
than vaults so the maximum
body of art can be shown.
The WAG aims to engage the
public by taking steps to promote
the art as both an aboriginal
achievement and an impressive
aspect of our Canadian identity.
“I would really like Canadians to take greater ownership in
this work,” said Borys.
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Compiled by
Yvonne Raymond
Preserving oral storytelling
Ignatius Mabasa told
the Winnipeg Free Press he’ll
be spending the next three
months at the University of
Manitoba’s Centre for Creative
Writing and Oral Culture to
help preserve oral storytelling
before it becomes a lost art.
Mabasa remembers sitting on his grandmother’s
knee in Zimbabwe and listening to her tales and then retelling and embellishing her
stories to his siblings and cousins. The freedom to change
story elements is a key part of
the storytelling craft, he said.
Mabasa said oral storytelling is more than an ancient
form of entertainment – it offers a moral or lesson.

Photo by Jérémie Wookey

Artistic activism
Artists and community leaders find creative solutions to social ills

Alyssa McDonald
CONTRIBUTOR

It’s interactive community art
inspired by social justice. ‘Showing
Up, Speaking Out,’ is a grassroots
project that explores social problems through creative expression.
Participants collaborate with local
and visiting artists to engage in artistic creation based on discussions
about community issues. Funded
by the Canadian Council for the
Arts and the Winnipeg Arts Council, the four-week project is running at aceartinc. (2nd floor, 290
McDermot Ave.), in the Exchange
District from Sept. 3 to Oct. 5..
Envisioned by curator Milena
Placentile, the project was inspired
by social movements that focus on
building relationships, engaging
in community discussion, and

starting a ripple effect of greater
interaction and understanding.
“This is a project that could
happen in any city, at any time,”
said Placentile. “It is about learning people’s concerns and translating that concern into something that’s not just theoretical
or abstract, but visual. It is about
working together and producing
an artwork that can be used as a
launch point for more dialogue.”
Partnering local artists and
advocacy groups use the visual
medium as a way to focus their
ideas and create projects to spread
awareness of issues. The Stop Violence Against Aboriginal Women
Action Group met and created
tentative plans to create a human

billboard about their cause. The
session on housing and poverty
saw participants physically face
preconceived notions of poverty
by walking around the neighbourhood to visit places that have
negative poverty discourses. The
session’s participants created a
walking adventure to be distributed around the city that challenges people to look critically
at their own thoughts on poverty
and housing.
Community members are invited to attend free workshops at
aceartinc. where they can join in
discussion about civic issues and
contribute to the walls that are
progressively being covered with
visual ideas, possibilities, and
calls to actions.
“It speaks to a broad range of
issues and constituents opening
up space for people to come together,” said Calgary artist Tomas
Jonsson, whose artwork focuses
on poverty and the (un)availability of housing.

“It is more flexible in creating action that crosses barriers as
it is subversive and invites contradictory issues that can be worked
through.”
By inviting passionate artists and community members to
work together creatively, there is
a hope this kind of open, visual
discussion of issues can impact
our city.
“In the end, I hope the conversation will not be the obvious
question of asking whether it is
art but asking whether it is effective, what new relationships were
created, and how can we take this
and keep it going,” Placentile
said. “This is not a project for the
art world, this is a project about
Winnipeg.”
The final discussion is at 7
p.m. on Oct. 4 and is open to all
who want to join or simply see
the exhibit. For more information visit http://www.showingupspeakingout.ca/

Taste of Tuxedo
Winnipeggers peek into luxury homes to raise funds

A.J. Lezak
CONTRIBUTOR

Curious patrons got the
chance to view high-end homes
and support the arts thanks to
the Winnipeg Art Gallery (WAG)’s
6th annual self-guided Home Tour.
On Sept. 12, over 600 participants
viewed 5 Tuxedo homes designed
or renovated by the architectural
firm of Lloyd Secter.
The Home Tour raises money

for the WAG’s exhibition sponsorship, art scholarships and to
purchase works of art. Each year
1,000 guidebooks are sold for $30
each, a price that includes tour
admission. The guidebooks feature photos and write-ups of each
home on the tour and a map of
the home’s location.
“The voyeur in all of us loves

to see how other people live, particularly people in beautiful, architecturally significant homes,
which perhaps explains why the
Home Tour sells out each year,”
said WAG director, Stephen Borys,
in a media release.
But this time around ticket
sales were down 350 from last
year – only 610 out of 1,000 tickets were sold. In 2009, the Volunteer Associates of the Winnipeg
Art Gallery sold 960 out of 1,000
tickets.
Still, organizers remain positive.
“We’ve had a lot of good feedback from the community,” said

Glenda Birney-Evans, president
of the Volunteer Associates.
The Home Tour chooses a different theme and group of homes
to showcase each year. In the past
Crescentwood, Fort Garry and
River Heights have been featured.
“This year we chose to feature an architect, and we chose
Lloyd, who was amenable to being featured,” said Betty Anne
Hershfield, a volunteer at one of
the homes. Lloyd Secter Architect,
which consists of Secter, his wife
Marcy and son Dov, is a boutique
firm specializing in architecture,
interior design, furniture design
and graphics.

Ganja Yoga
A few Toronto yoga studios say smoking pot before
your yoga session can help you
feel more open to certain positions and help you breathe
more deeply. Ganja Yoga is a
new trend that’s all the rage,
reported the Globe and Mail.
Apparently they’ve had
no issues with police. “I’ve
never been worried about the
cops. I think they have bigger
fish to fry,” said Dee Dussault
to the Globe. She teaches a ganja class at her studio.
The class even offers
munchies after – fruits, nuts
and tea. The rules: no dealing,
no mooching.
Keep the nude pics
A Canadian opera singer
has nude pictures of him
posted online, but he doesn’t
necessarily want them taken
down, said the Winnipeg Sun.
Daniel Okulitch, also
known as the “most buff” opera singer in business, admitted the nude pics from the
2008 The Fly opera have helped
his career, so he doesn’t really want them removed. One
photo was even posted on celebrity blogger Perez Hilton’s
website.
The singer added, however, that he still has to prove to
people he can sing.
FemFest going strong
Winnipeg’s annual theatre festival celebrating women playwrights and theatre
artists is in full swing this
week. FemFest 2010: On the
Edge, runs at the University
of Winnipeg’s Canwest Centre for Theatre and Film until
Oct. 2. The festival, a product
of local, socially-conscious
theatre company SarasvjWi
Productions, features several
local and national shows on
a variety of topics. In its 8th
year, FemFest’s goal is to alter
perceptions and inspire reflection on social issues including
gender discrimination and
racism. For schedule and ticket information, email ŝŶĨŽΛ
ƐĂƌĂƐǀĂƟ͘ĐĂ, call 586-2236 or go
to sarasvati.ca.
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Strombo fails
to connect with
young audience
Re-launched late-night show is
half the time and less fun

Adam Avrashi
CUP ARTS BUREAU CHIEF

Canada’s boyfriend George
Stroumboulopoulos more at ease
in his hour-long format. (Photo by
William Wolfe-Wylie/CUP)
MONTREAL (CUP) — Many
regard him as the CBC’s freshest
host, but in the pilot episode of
George Stroumboulopoulos Tonight,
Strombo seemed off his game.
Slimming down the flagship
late-night, youth-centered The
Hour seemed like a pretty innocuous idea, a way to give the kids
a snappy version of what they’d
been watching for six years, without having to watch for a whole
60 minutes.
Unfortunately for the bigwigs that sought to outsmart the
Twitter generation, George Stroumboulopoulos Tonight is The Hour in
half the time with half the insight
and fun.
But if anyone felt crunched
for time, it seemed like Strombo
himself, who rushed through the
show at warp speed.
The show opened with Strombo standing at a glass desk, shuffling his papers. Jittery is a word
I would use to describe him on
a regular day. During the pilot
episode, however, it seemed like
George fell into a vat of Red Bull
and only made his way out by
drinking a gallon or two.
His opening monologue, if
you could call it that, was thin
at best. It included some topical
jokes, but delivered with such a
lack of enthusiasm or comedic
timing — or even calm — that the
audience rarely let out a chuckle.
“Hello you glorious nation,
welcome to the program,” he
said, licking his finger and brushing through his pile of papers, appeasing his nervous twitch. “ I’m
your boyfriend, George Stroumboulopoulos and you are watching Fox News North.”
In print, that line reads as
pretty funny, making reference to
SunTV News’ bid for a television
license. But when Strombo said it,
you could hear a pin drop. It was
utter silence.
Strombo looked around
his audience, grinning like the
Cheshire Cat on LSD, then, when
he noticed no one laughing,
quickly dropped the grin.
“This is going to be a fight,
isn’t it?” he said.
He followed up with a joke
about the show’s shortened
length.
“My summer was very busy.
This was the summer where I decided to get in shape. Eat better,
lots of exercise. I don’t know if
you can tell, but I’ve lost 30 minutes.”

But, Strombo couldn’t deliver the groaner, something David
Letterman made into a career.
The monologue abruptly came to
an end and led to a brief description of the day’s top headlines.
Maybe an interview with a
politician will do the trick?
For part two of the show,
Liberal Party Leader Michael
Ignatieff was interviewed via
satellite feed in Ottawa. The interview was also rather disappointing; Strombo threw some
real softballs — “What do you say
to Liberal MPs who don’t want to
support the long gun registry?”
— and the setup was beyond
weird, with Ignatieff appearing
via a projection onto a translucent screen in front of Strombo.
Luckily Strombo had Led
Zeppelin frontman Robert Plant
join him for a decent interview
on the now infamous red couches, an Hour staple. Without the
interview, George Stroumboulopoulos Tonight would have been
about as much fun as watching a
twitchy Peter Mansbridge.
Actually, that might have
been more entertaining.
The thing with Strombo is
that sometimes he tries to force
his hipness, so to speak. He attempts to fit in with his younger
viewers, and at the age of 38, it
comes off as strained showmanship.
The CBC’s definition of edgy
programming is far from reality.
Yes, Strombo can be witty and
he does have ear piercings, but
that doesn’t mean that he’s in
touch with the kids on the street.
Where Jon Stewart, host of The
Daily Show, mixes in humour
and insight so seamlessly when
he broadcasts his show nightly
to a mostly collegial audience,
Strombo struggles to connect. Is
he trying to inform his audience
of the day’s news or make them
laugh? He certainly isn’t managing to do either.
With so much new talent
emerging from Canada’s many
journalism and communication
programs, why is it so difficult
to find someone youthful, with
a bit more edge, who can
actually sit still and
connect with the audience? You can only be
alternative and punk
so long, and Strombo
is pushing past his
expiry date.

Photo by William Wolfe-Wylie/CUP
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Kickballs for Kids

Winnipeg charity raises over $20,000 for under-priviledged children
Hannah Rose Pratt
CONTRIBUTOR

When Chris Thompson, 30,
booked his dream holiday to Africa en route to the FIFA World Cup,
his plan was to enjoy a vacation
and watch some soccer. He didn’t
know the experience would
change his life forever, when it
led to the creation of a charity
called Kickballs for Kids. So far
Thompson’s project has raised
over $20,000 for underprivileged
kids in sport.
Since then, Kickballs for Kids
has partnered with companies
such as Pepsi and Umbro. He was
a guest to Chief Mandela’s 36th

birthday, and most recently
has been invited as an honored guest to the Free The
Children’s We Day conference
in Vancouver where he will be
rubbing shoulders with other human rights leaders like the Dalai
Lama and Mia Farrow.
The project started after he
gave out a few balls to kids on the
street, who were playing with coconuts and pop bottles, on behalf
of his niece and nephew whose
birthdays he missed while away.
“They were excited to be a
part of giving presents to kids
across the world,” said Thompson.
After receiving an overwhelming response from the
kids, Thompson decided to send
out a few more emails to his family and friends back home. With-

in two weeks, he had received
$2,000, and Kickballs for Kids began.
During his five months in
Africa, he distributed over 1,130
balls to kids in over nine countries with help of donations that
came from all over the world.
“My favorite part of this
whole thing was that kids would
pull together and send whatever
money they had. Some donations
were as small as five dollars, money they had gotten from the tooth
fairy. But they sent whatever they
could, and I was really touched,”
recalled Thompson.
The concept of kids helping
other kids is a focus in the conference Thompson will be attending
in Vancouver. There will be over
18,000 youth in attendance and
celebrities such as Al Gore, Mar-

national level,” said Jacobs, who is
continuing to pass out individual
balls to kids.
Anyone who donates receives
a picture of a child holding a ball
his or her contribution had proIf there’s anything this vided.
“We want people to actually
project has taught me,
it’s that everyone has see a child they have helped,” said
the power to make a Thompson. “If there’s anything
difference this project has taught me, it’s
-Chris Thompson, that everyone has the power to
Founder, Kickballs for Kids make a difference.”
To donate or for more inforThompson and his partner mation, join Kickballs for Kids on
David Jacobs, who is representing Facebook, email Chris directly at
or
“K4K” in Africa, hopes this will super_christ@hotmail.com,
create more opportunities for the join the Umbro email newsletter
project to continue on a global at http://www.umbrocanada.ca/
newsletter/subscribeumbro.php.
scale.
“We are making efforts to
associate K4K with brands that
have similar projects on an intertin Sheen, and Jesse Jackson have
joined in the effort to inspire
kids to shift their thinking from
“me, to we,” and create a global
community.

New skateboarding magazine takes off
All-girls skateboarding magazine is changing perceptions

Lindsey Peterson
CONTRIBUTOR

Female skaters are finally
getting their chance to shine on
glossy pages, thanks to one ambitious woman. Erin Chatelain has
recently launched a new, all-girls
skateboarding magazine called
Betty.
It began as a small black and
white ‘zine and is now the only
all-girls skateboarding magazine
in Canada. Betty magazine is another success story for Red River
College’s creative communications program. Chatelain, the editor in chief, is a graduate of the
program.
The magazine’s focus is to
praise female athletes who live a
full-throttle lifestyle. It’s not limited only to female skaters and
welcomes women participating

Photo by Lindsey Peterson

in all levels of the sport.
Chatelain, who refers to
other female skaters as skate “Betties,” is an avid skater herself. She
was frustrated by the lack of accurate reflections of females performing the sport in magazines.
“I wanted to promote girls
who skated because like me, we

were getting no recognition,” she
said. “Girls can do anything boys
can do - sometimes better.”
The male versus female dynamic in skating has changed a
lot, and for the better, in recent
years, said Chatelain.
“In the beginning it may not
have been so easy, ‘cause guys

would always try to teach or criticize but now it seems as though
the guys love seeing girls rip. I
think that the skate scene has
changed for girls. They are finally being respected and we’d like
to see that continue to grow,”
she said.
The magazine costs $7 and

is currently printing its second issue. It can be picked up at Organic
Planet, Ragpickers, Mondragon
and Green Apple Skateboards
here in Winnipeg.
Betty’s launch party took
place on Sept. 10. A respectable
and supportive crowd showed up
to find out what the magazine
had to offer.
Josh Chase is a skater who attended. He said he was excited to
see a cover of a magazine with a
female skater on it.
“You never see a girl on the
cover. This is really going to help
[other female skaters],” he said.
Chatelain hopes Betty magazine will become a “go-to read”
for women skaters everywhere.
“I hope the magazine becomes international and that
girls pick up Betty magazine like
a boy skater picks up Thrasher,”
she said.
For more information on
Betty magazine and how to get
involved, check them out on Facebook.
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Angus vs.
Hirsch
Sean Angus &
Kevin Hirschfield
CONTRIBUTORS

#3

Which NHL team had the best offseason?
Angus:
Arguably the busiest team in the league this summer
was the one that improved their team the most. The Tampa
Bay Lightning made improvements on offense, defence and
also in net. The addition of forwards like Dominic Moore
and most notably Simon Gagné will bolster their offense.
On defence, the Lightning added Pavel Kubina, a proven
point producer, and Brett Clark, who placed second in
blocked shots last season. Last but not least, we have their
newly acquired goaltender Dan Ellis, who seems poised to
become an elite NHL starter. The Lightning, who finished
outside of the playoffs last season, may very well turn some
heads this year.
Hirsch:
It was a crazy offseason for Lucifer’s team, but the New
Jersey Devils once again will be a powerhouse in the Eastern
Conference thanks to their summer acquisitions. Locking
up a 40-goal man in Ilya Kovalchuk is huge but the other
moves were just as big. Defenseman Anton Volchenkov and
Henrik Tallinder join the fold, two guys who play a lot of
minutes and block a lot of shots. And don’t forget about
the addition of Jason Arnott, who’s usually good for 20-25
goals. Add these players to an already stacked roster and it
will be a cold day in hell before this team ever drops in the
standings.

Who will win the Ryder Cup?
Hirsch:
Call me crazy, but I love the USA’s chances. First of all,
they’re going to have some of the hottest golfers in the world
at the moment, Matt Kuchar and Dustin Johnson, on the
team. Second, Europe’s captain Colin “Choke” Montgomerie
is known around the golfing world for coming up short in
big events. He will almost certainly make a few boneheaded
coaching moves, but the big thing is leadership.
Stewart Cink, Tiger Woods, Phil Mickelson and Jim Furyk will motivate the young guns just like they did in 2008,
leaving the young Europeans wondering what just happened. Oh say can you see the Americans repeating as Ryder
Cup winners? I sure can.
Angus:
Alright Hirsch, I will call you crazy. This has the potential to be the most lopsided victory in Ryder Cup history. The
Americans are a mess. Woods is in the midst of his worst
year as a professional and he never performs that well in
team events anyway. Mickelson has been invisible all summer and above all, the event is being held on European soil.
Watch for names like Rory McIlroy, Edoardo Molinari and
Martin Kaymer to overwhelm the Americans. Also not to
be overlooked is the experience that Miguel Angel Jimenez,
Padraig Harrington and Lee Westwood will provide. So as
October approaches, the leaves on the trees will soon fall.
Same goes for the American Ryder Cup team.
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Bisons bouncing back
U of M football team on the rebound
Steve Dreger
CONTRIBUTOR

People remember football in
1998 for Randy Moss long bombs
and John Elway heroics. Here in
Manitoba it was an all-time low
for our football community. The
Bombers were 3-15 and Bisons
finished 0-8. The herd are 1-2 and
with the Bombers 4-8 at the moment, things aren’t much better
now.
This year, the Bisons have a
lot of new blood in the black and
gold. With coach Brian Dobie putting a lot of time and effort into
bringing in new players, the rookies are looking to bring the Bisons
a bright future.
The 2007 CIS National Champion running-back Matt Henry is
back with the herd for his fifth
year after trying out at CFL camps,
which is a boost for the young-

sters. New linebacker Thomas
Miles is very excited about Henry’s veteran presence.
“Henry brings intensity when
he puts on that helmet. Having a
guy like him on the team is key
for our team, especially for us
rookie guys,” said Miles.
A 2010 All Canadian player
at the high school level, Miles is
a big part of Coach Dobie’s plans.
As much as Dobie speaks about
a bright future for the herd, he
loves to reference the 2007 CIS
National Championship team to
his rookies as they look forward.
“Coach Dobie has big plans
for this Bisons team,” said Henry.
“I really wish I could play
ball with some these new guys.
We have a lot of great talent in
the wide receiver department but
you’ve got to mention Thomas
Miles when speaking about the
rookies. The guy is a freak of nature,” he added.
Miles is has been a back-up
linebacker and a starting special
teams player for the first three

games of the season. He knows
that CIS football is a completely
different game than high school
ball.
“Everyone is an athlete in the
CIS. In high school you get a big
mix of players. In CIS you can be
sure to play against good athletes
all the time,” said Miles.
The Bisons practice and play
games on a torn up field that
could definitely be considered the
lowest quality facility in the CIS.
Fortunately it will not be long before that changes. The new Bisons
and Bomber stadium will be the
top field in the country. Expect
to see Thomas Miles manning the
defence by then.
He summed up his excitement with a mix of youthful exuberance and clear passion.
“The new stadium is going to
be like a dream come true for our
team. I’m obviously focusing on
the task at hand, but I can’t wait
for the new stadium.”
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Fresh start for
Rebels women
New season brings optimism for
last year’s runners up
Andrew Parker
CONTRIBUTOR

It’s a brand new season for
Red River’s women’s basketball,
and plenty of changes are setting
this year up to be a whole new
ball game. Perhaps the biggest
change is new coach Heather Hildebrandt. She rejoins the team
after a year hiatus from assistant
coaching through the 2008 and
2009 seasons.
“I’ll definitely have my own
style that I will bring, an intense
type style because I’m a very fast
paced player and coach,” said
Hildebrandt, who played at Providence College for four years and
takes over for previous coach
Cheryl Jean-Paul.
With only three or four returning players, the Rebels will
have room for several new players
joining the squad. One of those
returning players is Tia Ruddock,
who Hildebrandt said has a lot of
fire in her and was “very coachable.”
Hildebrandt also looks forward to newcomer forward Shelby Stranger, who is excited to be
playing college basketball for the
first time.
“I want to be a starter, the
go-to person in high pressure
situations. I want to be the one
to hit the three-pointer to tie the
game,” said Stranger, who graduated last year from West Kildonan
Collegiate.
Hildebrandt is optimistic
about the mix of older and younger players this team will have,
saying each group has something

positive to offer the team.
“The veterans have more general court sense and experience,”
she said. “The young players have
more energy, [they’re] more excited, and it’s a totally different
goal they’re trying to achieve. I’m
excited to see their potential.”
The Rebels’ conference, the
Manitoba Colleges Athletic Conference, is also undergoing plenty of change with the addition
of three new teams. Providence
College, Assiniboine Community
College and The University of
Winnipeg have officially joined
the MCAC for this upcoming season.
Stranger feels the new teams
will have some growing pains.
“I personally think they’ll
feel intimidated, with it being
their first year in the league,” she
said.
One thing that will remain
the same is the Rebels’ rivalry
with the CMU Blazers, the team
who beat them in last year’s finals to give the Rebels second
place.
“As of now, CMU will be the
biggest challenge. We’ve always
had that rivalry,” said Hildebrandt.
All in all, the Rebels are feeling good about the upcoming
season.
“Once we’re all on the same
page, I feel like we’ll be very
strong this year. I think we’ll do
very well. I expect to win in the
end,” said Hildebrandt.
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Looking for a three-peat
Men’s basketball team aims for third straight title

John Gaudes
CONTRIBUTOR

Winning three straight
championships is a rarity in
sports, but after two successful
seasons it is the singular goal
of the Red River Rebels men’s
basketball team going into the
2010-11 year.
The team kicks its year
off on Oct. 21 at home against
Providence College, with head
coach Sukh Singh returning,
along with a handful of players
from last year’s championship
team. With tryouts being held
throughout September, Singh
expects a lot of fresh faces.
“I’m excited, excited by
the opportunity. There’ll be a
couple new guys and a couple
returning guys who will make
us competitive right from the

beginning,” he said.
One of those returning players is Matt Loewen, a second year
student currently taking classes
at the Red River Notre Dame Campus. Looking to take a leadership
role with a team bringing in a lot
of fresh faces in their first year,
Loewen is trying to take his game
to the next level.
“For myself, I’d like to step it
up, have a better year than I did
last year. I’d like to say my goal is
having fun, but I love basketball
so much it’ll happen anyway,” he
said.
The Rebels face a tougher
road in 2010-11, with two Manitoba teams returning to the MCAC
after layoffs. The Junior Wesmen
have taken two years off and will
have a team, and Assiniboine College in Brandon is expected to be
strong in returning as well.
“Just because of the player
pool [the Wesmen] have to choose
from, they’re going to be pretty
strong,” said Singh.
Loewen, meanwhile, looks

forward to the natural rivalry
that’s sure to develop between
Red River and the University of
Winnipeg. When initially deciding which school to play for, he
chose the Rebels mostly because
of Singh’s presence.
“Singh is a good coach,
makes you want to come out.
He’s the type of coach you look
forward to playing for,” he said.
Part of what draws players to Singh is his style of play,
a run-and-gun style that puts
pressure on opposing teams by
forcing them to face a full court
defense and to run up and down
the court. It’s worked for the
Rebels in the past, and Singh
hopes it can take them to their
eventual goal this year as well.
“We want to be in that
championship game, looking to
three-peat it. I think anything
less than that, for me personally, would be disappointing.”

Hockey’s cold war: NHL vs. KHL
Russian league players prove tough competition for North American counterparts
Chris Wass
THE MUSE (MEMORIAL
UNIVERSITY OF
NEWFOUNDLAND)

ST. JOHN’S (CUP) — The 1972
Canada-Russia Summit Series is
one of the most chronicled and
celebrated hockey events of all
time, but the larger impact of the
showdown would be felt in the decades that followed.
The USSR pushed Canada’s
finest to the brink, with players like Valeri Kharlamov and
Vladislav Tretiak threatening
the paradigm of North American dominance. Who were these
phenomenal athletes peeking out
from behind the Iron Curtain?
This question was made even
more pressing when Canada
failed to repeat its performance
two years later in the 1974 Summit Series. Subsequent tournaments, like the Super Series and
Rendez-vous ’87, perpetuated the

legend of the mysterious Red
Army. Despite this, the NHL remained virtually free of any Soviet players and North American
viewers were left in the dark for
most of the next two decades.
This all changed in 1989
when a trio of stars broke into
the league: Sergei Makarov, Alexander Mogilny and Igor Larionov.
Throughout the ‘90s, a steady
stream of talented Russian players continued to cross the pond.
Although the players were met
largely with enthusiasm, a certain amount of xenophobia did
develop.
North American purists, like
CBC commentator Don Cherry,
fuelled myths that Russian players were dirty or lacked heart,
especially come playoff time. This
type of rhetoric was driven largely by fear that the infusion of international talent was somehow
changing the game.
These types of narratives
have experienced resurgence in
the last few seasons with the arrival of the newest wave of young
Russian talent, highlighted by

superstars like Alexander Ovechkin and Evgeni Malkin, and given
depth by team mainstays like Andrei Markov and Evgeni Nabokov.
Although many editors during this time have printed some
variation of “the Russians are
coming,” the larger story this
summer and in the coming season looks to be “the Russians are
leaving.”
The Kontinental Hockey
League — a new international
league developed to promote Russian hockey clubs — kicked off its
third season on Sept. 8 and continues to draw attention from
Western media for attempting to
lure top-level players away from
North America.
Although many critics still
consider the KHL to be an inferior
league and attempt to downplay
its potential as a rival to the NHL,
there have been some very notable and talented defectors — chief
among these is Alexander Radulov, who controversially decided
to walk out on his contract with
the Nashville Predators to play for
Salavat Yulaev.

For the most part, the NHL
has been able to whistle past the
graveyard for the last two years;
players signing in the KHL were,
with precious few exceptions,
old-time nationalists who had
already given some of their best
years to the NHL.
This summer, however, it
was much harder to ignore the
threat posed by the rival league
when they were in serious contention to sign all-star Ilya Kovalchuk. Although the sniper has
now safely been locked up in New
Jersey for the next 15 years, it’s
becoming increasingly difficult
to deny that the KHL is for real.
That being said, it makes
the upcoming exhibition games
between the two leagues very
intriguing. On Oct. 4, the Carolina Hurricanes will face off
against SKA St. Petersburg, and
two days later, the Phoenix Coyotes will land in Latvia to play
Dinamo Riga. The former of the
two games will feature several
notable names for NHL fans, such
as Nabokov, Maxim Afinogenov,
Denis Grebeshkov, all of whom

signed in Russia this summer.
Don’t think for a second,
however, that Carolina will simply waltz in and trounce the team
from the so-called inferior league.
Remember, the ‘Canes are coming off a disappointing non-playoff campaign and did not improve
noticeably in the offseason. Meanwhile, SKA are a fast, skilled and
physical team that finished atop
the KHL’s Western Conference last
season. And this was all before acquiring the three aforementioned
defects.
There are battles to be won
on both sides. For the NHL, two
dominant victories would reaffirm their stranglehold on global
hockey dominance and quell any
KHL-as-a-legitimate-competitor
talk for another year. But, for the
KHL, a pair of wins could create a
small chink in the NHL’s armour
— enough to get North American
hockey fans thinking.
The KHL is battling hard to
rekindle the rivalries of the past
— if they succeed in October, the
NHL better start taking notice.
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