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Events
Movember Kegger

Thursday, November 27 in the
NDC Cave lounge
You can show off your Movember
moustache over a few drinks at
the RRCSA Movember wrap-up
kegger.

Movember Dodgeball
Tournament

Banff Snowboard/Ski Trip

Wednesday, December 3 in the
South Gym at NDC
Dodge, duck, dip, dive, and dodge
in the RRCSA’s dodgeball tournament. Look for signup sheets at the
EDC and NDC campuses.

Saturday, December 27 – Sunday,
January 4
The first bus to Banff is already
full, but the RRCSA will still be
taking deposits for the New Year’s
Eve snowboard/ski trip until
November 27.
Head to the RRCSA offices in
CM20 (NDC) or P110 (EDC) to
find out more information.
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Leave or look for labour
Kaylee Thomson, a veterinary technician student at RRC, searches for job openings in Winnipeg and comes up empty.
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Winnipeg’s young adults look to other cities for employment
By Jessi Good, Contributor

Forty-one per cent of Winnipeg
youth say they plan on leaving the
city, according to a recent study
done by Youth Vital Signs. But why
do they want to leave Winnipeg?
“Everyone plans to leave Winnipeg
because of the horribly cold winters
and bird-sized mosquitoes in the
summer, the horribly crumbling
and inefficient infrastructure and
the lack of hustle and bustle that a
big city has,” said Robby Norris, a
Red River College grad who lives in
Winnipeg. “I believe that planning
to leave and actually leaving are
two very different things.”
While nearly half of the 1,559
youth polled in the survey say they
plan to leave Winnipeg, 13 per cent
said they want to stay and the rest
weren’t sure.
Kathlyn Hossack is in her final year

of athletic therapy at the University
of Winnipeg. She plans to leave
after graduating, but says she will
always consider Manitoba home.
“The only reason I’d leave is to find
work starting out, Manitoba is slow
for my industry,” she said.
Top priorities recommended by
young people in the Youth Vital
Signs report card include increasing the number or youth internships, co-ops and apprenticeships
and improve advertising job opportunities.
Because of these job opportunities
elsewhere, many Winnipeggers are
walking away from the city.
“Moving eight hours away wasn’t
an easy decision, leaving family
and friends behind was the hardest,” said Katrina Delaquis, a recent
graduate from the University of

Manitoba’s animal science program.
Delaquis wanted an opportunity
to get out of her comfort zone and
gain experience so she took a job
in Saskatchewan. She says she will
come back to Manitoba one day,
but Winnipeg will not be her first
choice for a place to work, unless
an amazing job opportunity comes
up.
Kaylee Thomson, a second-year
animal health technology student
at RRC is another student who said
she’s thinking about leaving Winnipeg for work.
“I’m thinking about doing my last
practicum in British Columbia to
see what the opportunities are,” she
said.

The Projector Online
VIMEO VIDEO STORIES

Visit our Vimeo page at
vimeo.com/theprojector for exclusive video stories shot, directed and produced by video beat
reporter Jade Markus.

Comic Con 2014

ONLINE COLUMN

Visit our website at
Home made costumes... and regu- theprojector.ca for exclusive collar clothes. Check out what people umns by sports columnist Stephen
were wearing at this year’s Comic Burns.
Con.
Show them the money
Burns argues that Major League
Baseball should start paying its
minor leauge players more money.
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WHO WE ARE
The Projector is the official newspaper of Red
River College and is published by the Red
River College Students’ Association (RRCSA)
every second Monday. Opinions expressed in
The Projector do not necessarily reflect those of
the students’ association or Red River College.
All material is herein copyrighted to The
Projector,
its contributors, and the RRCSA.
WRITE FOR US
Anyone can write for The Projector, and Red
River College students are encouraged to
contribute. Simply pitch or submit an article
to the appropriate section editor or join our
contributors’ list. Though we will consider all
submissions, due to space restrictions, The
Projector cannot guarantee that all articles
received will be published. If you wish to
respond to something you’ve read in this
issue, letters to the editor can be emailed
to editor@theprojector.ca. To ensure your
chances of being published, letters should
strive to be around 150 to 200 words in
length. The Projector reserves the right to
edit all submissions for length, as well as
stylistic, grammatical, and legal guidelines.
The Projector also reserves the right to reprint
submissions at any time, in both written and
electronic formats. The Projector will not
publish content that it deems to be racist,
sexist, or otherwise prejudiced.
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News Briefs
COMPILED BY
AMBER MCGUCKIN

University students agree
on U-Pass
University students in Manitoba will
be getting the universal transit pass
(U-Pass).

Some students don’t agree with how RRC holds different attendance standards in different programs.

Sick of doctor’s notes

Students from the University of
Manitoba and the University of Winnipeg will pay an annual fee of $260
for the pass.
ILLUSTRATION BY EVA WASNEY

RRC programs differ over attendance policies
By Evan Matthews , Contributor

Red River College has different
attendance standards for students in
different programs.
Each department chair decides
attendance rules and policies and
students in the stricter programs
feel there could be more grace.
“Although sleeping in isn’t acceptable, teachers should understand
students have lives and other priorities,” said Sarah Cable, a collision
repair and refinishing student, set
to graduate this June. “Sometimes
priorities can’t just take the back seat
while you’re in school.”
Policy A22 in the student handbook
refers to attendance. It states that the
chair of the department approves
changes to student timetables and
sets standards within each program.
“The college doesn’t have a blanket
absence policy because it would be
too challenging to enforce,” said

Conor Lloyd, communications officer for RRC. “Because each program
area is different, they have a certain
amount of required hours for certification.”
Lloyd said if employees miss work
in the real world an employer would
want to know why. With college being “hands on” they want to engrain
those habits in students.
“It’s about students taking ownership for their academic career,” said
Lloyd. “It’s calling in or emailing,
getting a doctors note when required and managing your time.”
But some students think they’re
mature enough to recognize the difference between school and work.
After all, they say, school is something they pay for.
“I personally believe it’s arbitrary,
pompous and overly paternal. We’re
all adults who can understand the

consequences of being absent,”
said Thomas Omen, an electrical
engineering student at RRC. “We
are consumers who have paid for
a service. It should be up to the
consumer’s discretion, how they
choose to utilize the service they
have purchased.”
Susan Andree, chair of creative arts
and acting dean of the school of
business and applied arts sides with
Lloyd.
“College programs, including those
that fall under the creative arts, have
learning outcomes designed into
their structure to promote employability skills,” said Andree. “It is
designed to help incorporate professional behaviour in students’ daily
lives so it becomes ingrained before
they enter the workforce.”

Rebuilding RRC positivity
Board of Governors meeting talks RRC morale
By Sabrina Simonic , Contributor
The Red River College board of
governors addressed the college’s
internal communication problems
in their meeting on Oct. 29.
College council members conducted
a survey in a meeting held on Oct.
22, with a 60 per cent response rate
amongst 26 areas across the college.
They identified that internal communications among staff needs to
improve.
Areas of concern include security
issues, privacy within human relations and sharing information with
staff before the media reports on it.
The board members made suggestions on how to enhance college
morale, by rebuilding trust, spirit
and communication.
The lack of internal communication
created problems early in September, when former Red River College
president Stephanie Forsyth’s resig-

nation was making headlines.
The college tried to counteract negative media. One of the things that
they did was host a live CBC Radio
broadcast. CBC was on location at
the Winnipeg campuses interviewing students and staff. The college
estimates the positive media coverage in September was worth about
$210,000.
Another topic discussed at the
Board of Governors meeting was
enrolment reports.
There was a 4.6 per cent increase
for full-time programs within the
2013/2014 year, which could continue to rise.
On Sept. 17, there were 7,815 people
who enrolled to the college, compared to 2007 where 6,352 enrolled.
Alexandra Stegne, a former nursing
student who graduated last year,
thinks RRC hands-on approach

makes it attractive to students.
“University doesn’t compare to
the hands-on skills I’ve received in
college,” said Stegne. “By the second
year I felt comfortable enough to go
out into the workforce as a professional.”
Lauren MacLean, Red River College
Students’ Association president said
the experience that RRC instructors
have is a big benefit to students.
“They know the industry they are
teaching in so they understand how
to use the knowledge they are imparting on you,” said MacLean.

A student bus pass currently costs
$67.75 a month but will work out to
$32.50 a month with the U-Pass.
Red River College tried last spring
to get on board, but the vote was
deemed invalid because only 15.6
per cent of RRC students voted
when 20 per cent was needed.
The pass will only permit students
to ride September to April and is
expected to come into effect September 2016.

Marble bust
There are still a lot of unanswered
questions about former RRC president Stephanie Forsyth’s marble
countertops in her old home. The
marble was originally bought for
the Paterson GlobalFoods Institute
and was leftover from the project.
The house with the marble countertop has since been sold after Forsyth
moved out of Winnipeg after resigning on August 31.
It’s still unclear if the marble was
paid for by Forsyth, what she potentially paid and if any college rules
or policies were broken.

RRC moving up in research
community
Red River College placed six on the
list of Canada’s Top 50 Research
Colleges.
The college moved up one spot
from last year and it could be
credited to the increase in research
income from college projects.
The college posted $5.82 million in
research income during the 2013
fiscal year, an increase over the previous year, when it ranked seventh
on the list with $4.37 million.
One of the research projects from
RRC over the last year that may
have driven the college up on the
list was for an electrical bus. The
vehicle passed the real-world test of
operating in Winnipeg winter conditions last year.
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Q& A with city’s new mayor

Brian Bowman was sworn in as mayor of Winnipeg on Nov. 5, 2014

PHOTOS BY IAN MCCAUSLAND

Bowman discusses students’ civic concerns
By Amber McGuckin, News Editor
Winnipeg’s new mayor Brian Bowman spoke with Amber McGuckin,
The Projector’s news editor, to talk
about student issues in the city and
Red River College.
Forty-one per cent of Winnipeg
young adults say they plan to relocate. That’s a lot of people. What are
you going to do to keep them here?
What I would like to do is create
greater incentives to have people
move here rather than really focus
on how do we keep people ... What
I’ve promised to do over the first
year is visit every major city in Canada to let them know Winnipeg is
open for business.

So your focus is bringing new people
in rather than keeping the young
people already in the city, that’s
interesting. To attract young people,
you have some plans for Winnipeg
Transit. Could you outline them?
In the short term, what I would like
to do is improve the user experience
for people who are on busses. So a
real focus on safety, on cleanliness
and also just on the experience. This
won’t happen over night, but we
would like to introduce busses with
Wi-Fi and we would like to have
more accessibility of the easy pass or
smart pay options so you could use
the iPhone and just swipe it essentially. We would also like to improve
the park and ride
experience.

In the long term, I’m committed to
the full completion of rapid transit.
Now that will exceed well beyond my
term, but I’m committed to getting
the ball rolling on that.
The sales tax hike will be harder on
poorer people like students. How
do you plan on selling the idea to
students?
Municipal sales tax is only one
option and it’s not perfect because
as you pointed out. Those that are
currently not paying property taxes,
at least directly, like low income
fixed income people have legitimate
concerns and no form of taxation is
perfect. Obviously we would need
to address that before I would even
support it.
I don’t have the ability
as mayor to introduce a
municipal sales tax, that’s
a provincial jurisdiction,
but I would like to have
the discussion about
various options that are
growth-oriented.
What changes can Red
River College expect now
that you’re mayor?
One of the commitments
I made in the campaign is
to engage our colleges and
universities. What I will
do is reach out to colleges and universities to
see ways we can partner.
Whether it be internships,
whether it be additional
scholarships, as well as in
the case of infrastructure,
doing whatever we can to
tap into the expertise at
our colleges and universities to help us spend
money more wisely and
get better return on our
investment.

Brian Bowman with his wife Tracy after results came in on election night.

Affordable housing is a huge issue
for students. What are your plans to
create affordable housing in the city?
I want to explore different vehicles to
allow legal rooming houses to make
upgrades to improve living standards
for residents. I’ve always thought
the best way to create a more vibrant, safe downtown is just to have
a lot more people living there. I’ve
committed to increase the number of
people living downtown from 15,000
to 20,000 by 2018. I plan to do that
through a number of initiatives to
make downtown more livable.

The plan includes:
• Taxing surface parking lots
consistent with average rate
paid by other downtown properties.
• Create new landscaping and
safety standards for downtown
surface parking lots, which will
improve lighting and interconnection with the surrounding
properties.
• Temporary property tax
freeze for any new residential
or mixed used development on
surface parking lots.
• Tax incentives for housing
development in downtown
Winnipeg with a specific focus
on creating housing for people
of all backgrounds, not just
luxury condos.
• Fund the tax incentives with a
portion of the sale of city assets
determined as surplus.
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Breaking barriers into boys’ clubs
Engineering student Christina Moreno works on blueprints for drafting class.

PHOTO BY TEDI GILMARTIN

Women in male-dominated programs at RRC try to change statistics
B y Te d i G i l m a r t i n , C o n t r i b u t o r
Women make up about half of
Canada’s workforce. But in some
industries, females are vastly outnumbered. The same disproportionate ratios are seen in the classrooms
in some Red River College (RRC)
programs.
Christina Moreno is an engineering
student at RRC. In the civil engineering program there are 157 men and
48 women.
Moreno believes more women can
and should be involved in trades, but
there are factors stopping them.
“There is a rise of intimidation in
fields like this that prevent women
from joining. It is difficult walking
into a room full of men,” said More-

no.
Moreno says a lack of confidence
can stop women from suceeding in
male-dominated programs.
“Almost every woman knows what
she is capable of, but it’s a matter of
having the confidence to do it. It’s
not a matter of knowledge, but of
confidence,” she said.
Moreno also says men need to
change their attitudes towards
women in trades. She asks men to
create an environment of equality to
encourage more women to join. She
says the existing male attitude causes
women, “to have to constantly fight
for credibility.”
Jessica Howison is the only woman

in her carpentry class. In the carpentry program, there are 66 men and
three women. Howison says people
don’t take her as seriously as her
male peers and she doesn’t feel like
she fits in.
“I feel like I’m not part of the crew,”
she said.
When Howison is at work, however,
it’s different.
“Every job I’ve had, I get the opportunity to prove myself, and then it’s
fine. That doesn’t happen in school.”
Howison suggests RRC form a
Womyn’s Centre like the ones at
the University of Winnipeg and the
University of Manitoba so women in
male-dominated programs can find

a community.
“I just want a safe place to escape,
and to meet other women,” she said.
Sarah Croy graduated from the RRC
welding program last year and was
one of three women in her class.
“There aren’t very many women in
the field and I think that it’s empowering that I am,” she said.
In the welding program at RRC,
there are 34 men and four women.
All three women agree they chose
their programs because of their interests regardless of gender norms.

The world according to Karp
Flu season poking at fears

M O L LY K A R P,
NEWS COLUMNIST
Certain times of the year conjure up a wide range of fears and
phobias for some people. My one
friend hates what she likes to refer
to as ‘mouse season,’ the early
part of fall where the possibility
of crossing paths with a harmless,

tiny rodent is slightly elevated.
I hate flu season. And it’s not because I’m worried about getting sick.
My extreme anxiety sets in around
this time of year because I’m painfully afraid of needles.
While my friend’s fear of mice
colonies jumping out of leaf piles to
climb up her skirt may be entirely
irrational, it’s not dangerous. My
aversion to the seasonal flu shot is.
And if you, for whatever reason,
aren’t getting your annual dose of
disease-preventing antibodies then
you too are putting other people and
yourself in danger.
Influenza, or the flu, is entirely
preventable. All you have to do is get
vaccinated once a year.
As students with busy schedules, our
reasoning for getting vaccinated may
be as practical as not wanting to miss

any important classes. For elderly
people, young children and other
vulnerable groups, the flu vaccine is
a life-saving medical miracle.
Even healthy people can get very
sick from the flu. The more people
who get vaccinated, the less chance
there is of it spreading.
If your doctor says you can, there
is no legitimate reason not to get
vaccinated. You may have heard that
the flu shot causes Down syndrome
or that baba’s chicken soup is equally
as effective, but these are just some
of the many myths that make up the
factually inaccurate fight against the
flu shot.
I for one am getting vaccinated this
year even if I need my mouse-hating
friend to hold my hand through the
process.
As a student who spends a lot of

time in close proximity to other
students, I understand not getting
vaccinated is a selfish decision
that directly compromises the
health of my peers.
The Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority provides a list of all the
places in Winnipeg where you can
get your free flu vaccine.
Let’s work together to make Red
River College flu-free this season.

•

•

•

Let me know your thoughts on
my thoughts. I’m @mollylkarp on
Twitter and you can visit my blog,
mollylkarp@wordpress.com, and
leave a comment.
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Getting frisky is risky on campus
RRC student talks about sex at school
By Adriana Mingo, Beat Reporter
For some Red River College (RRC)
students, college rooms are used for
a different kind of grind.
A few get a thrill from almost getting
caught doing something they aren’t
supposed to — like have sex on
campus.
Tiffany (not real name), 20, is a RRC
student who has had sex with her
boyfriend on campus. It happened
in a small, isolated room after school
hours when no one was around.
“I think people, not just at the college, are intrigued with having sex in
weird places,” said Tiffany. “It’s exciting. You don’t want to get caught, but
there’s always that possibility.”
The risk factor and idea that you’re
doing it somewhere unconventional
are two of the biggest draws says
Tiffany.
“You think of other times you’ve had
sex and sure they’re fun, but you
think back and say, ‘I’ve had sex in
a movie theatre, in the back of a car’
— it’s exciting,” said Tiffany. “A good
story never started with someone
eating salad. Adding that little bit of
excitement to it makes it that much

better.”
stupid. I’m sure they know people
Tiffany said she knows people who
Though getting frisky in between
are having sex. I don’t know if anydo it and are proud of it.
classes might appeal to adventurous one’s ever been caught.” Walker says “It’s a badge of honour. It’s like a
couples, sex in public is illegal.
sex on campus at RRC isn’t common. weird, creepy sex milestone.”
According to RRC director of securi- Either that, or in Tiffany’s case, some For Tiffany, the first milestone is
ty services, Keith Walker, there isn’t a students are just really good at being good enough. She’s one and done.
policy directly about consensual sex. discreet.
“I don’t have the desire to do it
However, policy S1 of RRC’s Student “Each incident would be reviewed
again. If you have the desire to do
Code of
indeit over and over again, I don’t think
Conduct
pendently. If it’s that you like it, I think it’s that
“YOU THINK OF OTHER TIMES YOU’VE it warranted you’re looking for a thrill. Because
(SCC)
states stugetting the
who would prefer to have sex at the
HAD SEX AND SURE THEY’RE FUN,
dents can’t
police inover sex in your own bed? If
BUT YOU THINK BACK AND SAY, ‘I’VE volved, that college
break the
you have to come back here, or got
HAD SEX IN A MOVIE, IN THE BACK OF would be
law. If two
to some location, because you need
students
one option.
that danger, then that’s something on
A CAR’ — IT’S EXCITING.”
are having
I would sug- you and it’s a bit weird. It’s gone past
sex in public, they’re breaching the
gest that more than likely it would be just fornication.”
Criminal Code and therefore, also
dealt with internally and suspension,
breaching the SCC. If caught, they
etcetera would be considered,” said
would be subject to discipline.
Walker in an email.
“I got away with it because it was at
an unconventional time. It wasn’t
during school hours,” said Tiffany. “I
would never in a million years do it
Thanks to the Manitoba Tuition Fee
during school hours or even during
the school week. Security is so
consistent around here. They can see
them doing their rounds. They’re not

Income Tax Rebate...
It pays to stay

in Manitoba.
For information about
saving up to $25,000
on your Manitoba
income tax, visit
manitoba.ca/tuition

Staying close to
friends and family.
Owning your own
home at a price you
can afford. A tax
rebate that allows you to save up to
$25,000 on your Manitoba income
tax. There is no better time to build
your future here at home.
Find out how you can receive a
tax rebate for up to 60% of your
tuition, as much as $2,500 a year.
That extra cash will go a long way
to paying back your student loans,
saving for a house, or maybe even
starting a family.
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Sex on campus might be a fantasy, but it can have real-life consequences.
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RRC grad racing to NASCAR
Amber Balcaen, an RRC graduate, in her garage where she prepares for the big leagues.

Amber Balcaen says she’s ready for the big leagues

PHOTOS BY AMBER MCGUCKIN

By Amber McGuckin, News Editor
Red River College grad Amber
sound cocky — that sponsors are
presence, which is sweet and almost “When I have younger girls coming
Balcaen is on track to race NASCAR. looking for. I have the marketability, shy.
up to me after the races and running
Balcaen was the only Canadian driv- I can drive decent and having a busi- “I’ve tried to meet that fine line
up to me and giving me hugs and
er invited to
saying, ‘oh I
NASCAR’s
want to be like
“I’VE TRIED TO MEET THAT FINE LINE BETWEN SEXY AND PROFESSIONAL. I SEE GIRLS WHO RIDE
Drive for
I want to
DIRT BIKES AND THEY’RE IN THEIR BIKINIS ... I DON’T WANT TO BE THAT, BUT I WANT TO BE ABLE TO you,
Diversity
race,’” said BalUSE MY FEMININITY AS AN ADVANTAGE.”
tryout this
caen. “To me
fall. The
that’s so much
– AMBER BALCAEN
22-year-old
more meanfinds out in November if she made
ness background really helps so I can between sexy and professional. I see ingful than some greasy guy going,
next year’s lower-tier team with Rev
speak with people professionally.”
girls who ride dirt bikes and they’re
‘oh, can I get a picture with you?’”
Racing.
Balcaen’s business background is
in their bikinis in front of their dirt
One of her other big fans, her dad, is
“I feel like I did pretty good, but the
from RRC. She graduated in 2013
bikes and everything. I don’t want to enjoying the back seat on his daughcompetition is really tough,” she said. with a diploma in business adminis- be that, but I want to be able to use
ter’s ride.
“I was the only driver there who had tration. She says her speed bump at
my femininity as an advantage,” she
“She’s a young lady who’s following
never raced on pavement before up
RRC helps with her racing career.
said.
her dream and as a father it’s just
until that day, so I definitely had
“The thing about Red River is it’s
Balcaen wants her social media to be cool to sit back and watch and help if
some extra challenges.”
really hands on and they make you
appropriate for her fuel – her young you can,” he said.
Balcaen started driving go karts at
get in front of the class and speak. It’s female fans.
age 10. She was influenced by her fa- the marketing, comther, Mike Balcaen, and grandfather, munications and even
Lou Kennedy, who are both accomfinancial accounting
plished racers.
classes that help me
Now, Balcaen usually drives on a
out. If I end up makdirt track with her 410 sprint car.
ing it to NASCAR and
Her regular season is over, but she is making good money,
still taking on some big races in the
I will have an idea of
U.S.A. like the Chili Bowl in Tulsa,
what I’m doing,” she
Oklahoma.
said.
Part of Balcaen’s success may be due Balcaen wasn’t able
to her good looks, which the blueto dedicate as much
eyed brunette admits are sometimes time to racing while
an advantage.
at RRC, so she’s now
“It’s helped me with getting noticed. going full force with
You definitely have to back it up with driving and self-protalent, but it helps me in the way that motion.
people go ‘hey, that girl is decent
Photos of Balcaen
looking and she can drive, we can
on her social media
probably get a sponsor for her,’” said portray her as sexy
Balcaen.
and confident,
“I am the full package — not to
a contrast to her real
Amber Balcaen poses next to some of her older racing memorabilia, like her old car’s wing above her head.
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Michelle Vimanas stands at the booth displaying character portraits and colourful fan art offered by her husband’s studio.

Comic Con’s artistic paradise
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Artists’ Alley continues to showcase local talent
B y Tre n t M a r t i n , C o n t r i b u t o r
Comic book fans and art aficionados alike received a very special treat at the Central Canadian Comic Con (C4) this year.
Artists’ Alley is a gathering of
independent artists from Canada and the U.S. that is held
annually at C4. It’s typically a
smaller event, but this year’s C4
upped the ante. It dedicated an
entire floor of the RBC Convention Centre to freelance artists
and their creations.
Two visitors set up at Artists’
Alley were popular online artist
Vital S Alexius and his wife
Michelle Vimanas of Toronto.
The two have made a name for
themselves thanks to their original web series Romantically
Apocaplyptic, which is steadily
growing in popularity.
“All the work you see here is
from my husband’s studio,” said
Vimanas. “It was definitely hard
starting out, because you’re
essentially working out of your
basement.”
Among the art shown at C4 this
year, attendees had the opportunity to get their hands on the
works of Marvel artist Greg
Horn. Horn’s art, known for its
highly detailed and gritty style,
drew a great deal of attention
from attendees.

While C4 was fortunate to show
off such high-profile works, it
also gave many aspiring artists
a chance to put themselves on
the map.
Drake Tsui is a freelance illustrator working out of his home
in Calgary. He’s most known
for his stylized reimagining’s of
popular fictional characters.
“I only draw stuff that I’m really
passionate about, and I feel that
a lot of artists try to follow certain fads and bandwagons to get
noticed more easily,” said Tsui.
“If I want to make a League of
Legends piece, I like to show
Fueled by passion, Drake Tsui packs a portfolio of art that would make any animation fan happy.
the game-play, so it’s not just a
sexy pin-up of one of the female
characters.”
Tsui said it was very difficult
starting out as a freelance artist,
as there is a lot of competition
online. These days, Tsui does
concept art for mobile games
and draws his own web comic
known as Sin.
For those who were interested in collector’s items, Artists’
Alley had a wide variety of geek
goodies, including tabletop
games, constructible models
and replica action figures.
Fans of giant robots were not disappointed at C4 this year, as they were graced by an entire panel
of the very best in Mobile Suit Gundam figures.
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Phone-tography

How smartphones and apps are changing the world of photography
B y E v a Wa s n e y , B e a t R e p o r t e r
From cameras the size of suitcases,
to film, to digital to the present-day
smartphone, the way we take photographs has changed immensely since
the first camera was invented more
than one hundred years ago. Now,
photography is much more accessible than ever before thanks to the
ever-changing world of technology.
Phone cameras are great for capturing the changing leaves on your walk
to work, while heavy-duty digital
single-lens reflex cameras (DSLRs)
make the details of a photo shoot
pop on the cover of a magazine.
Each gadget has its place, and the
camera phones are proving to be
more complementary than competitive.
“It’s kind of a gateway drug I guess
you could say,” said James Wall,
who works at Don’s Photo. “[Phone
photography] can get people into
the store looking for other camera
options if they start enjoying photography.”
Most camera stores have embraced
the changing landscape by offering
smartphone photography classes and
accessories, like attachable lenses
and mini tripods. Although, according to Wall, business has dropped
in the printing department as more
people choose to share their photos
online.
Instagram is the most notable
sharing platform, with more than
200 million active users. The photo-sharing platform is a great place
for photographers to connect with
one another.
“The big thing that’s helped me with
the community on Instagram has
been the ability to travel and meet
new people face to face,” said Mike
Peters, a University of Winnipeg
student and avid Instagrammer.
Peters is what some people call
“Instagram-famous.” Although he’s
only been photographing seriously
for about a year, he has more than
28,000 followers. He also recently
helped put on Winnipeg’s first official Instameet, where Instagrammers
meet up at the same location, take
photos and use the same hashtag to
share their photos.
Peters’ style is enhanced with
phone-specific composition and an
in-phone editing process.
“What lots of people don’t realize
is that you can run your photos
through multiple apps to create a
really interesting look,” said Peters.
“Editing is really personal and it’s all
about finding your own style.”
App settings and dimension requirements have changed the way we take
photos.
Instagram’s square format can be

mildly frustrating when trying to
post a panorama (a good tip is to
use the one-to-one setting on your
phone’s camera to capture what you
want). Filters are another prominent
feature, and they come with their
own set of interesting issues.
“Although I think they’re fun and
they have their place, I don’t think
they’re for someone in the profession
trying to brand themselves, because
[that filter] is not their design,” said
Jacqueline Young, a local freelance
photographer and recent graduate
from PrairieView School of Photography.
Straying away from instant filter
editing isn’t hard since most apps
now come with tools to edit the
basics like brightness, contrast and
saturation.
So, how can point-and-shoot cameras compete with all of the smartphone’s snazzy features?
Phones are changing the way we take and share photos and that’s not necessarily a bad thing.
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Pop Culture Cornucopia
New Liam Neeson flick pretends it’s still 1999

BRETT MADILL,
ARTS COLUMNIST

Are you into all these Liam Neeson movies that have been coming out since Taken? I’ve enjoyed
a bunch of them, but I recently
made a mistake watching A Walk
Among the Tombstones.
While there’s a lot I can say about
it, the most important by far is
that this 2014 movie is set in
1999. Let me walk you through

what i think happened:
It’s 1998, the year I am speculating
that An Amble Near the Boneyard
was written. Neeson received this
script, and it got lost in his study
for 15 years. Then, in 2013, during
a rigorous session of wolf wrestling,
Neeson’s horseplay gets a little out of
hand. He tussles with the wolf in the
gym, but the fight moves through
the billiards room and into the study.
There, Neeson body slams the wolf,
knocking over an errant pile of Darkman memorabilia. This starts a chain
reaction that ends with the A Stroll
Between the Gravestones screenplay
in Neeson’s teeth while he chokes the
wild beast into submission. The rush
of victory causes him to believe too
much in the dusty screenplay, and we
all get this movie pushed toward us.
1999 is too recent for a period piece.
You can’t just get away with setting
your film in 1999 so you don’t have

Nicole Boudreau reminisces about her summer in France at The Roblin Centre on Oct. 25.

to worry about plotting around cell
phones and broadband Internet. This
movie proves it, and goes to show
Neeson with a bad attitude isn’t a
movie on its own. This movie has not
made money, and it has disappeared
quietly despite the Neeson-as-hisown-genre trend, as of recent years.
You might think, hey, in a lot of ways
1999 wasn’t that much different than
now, but this movie will not let you
forget.
1999: Payphones everywhere.
1999: Desert Storm veterans.
1999: Y2K not only can be mentioned, it must be mentioned at least
400 times.
1999: Before DNA evidence existed,
maybe?
1999: When the rejection of computers and cell phones was quaint but
acceptable.
1999: When that Daunte Culpepper
reference made sense. Get it, 1999?!

1999: Teen girls had room-phones
instead of anywhere-phones. Only
lovable street urchins get cell
phones in this bizarre world.
Here’s the best dialogue exchange
in the film, which is between Neeson and a cemetery groundskeeper
(I’ll let you decide who is who).
“What was it I said that gave me
away?”
“Everything. You’re a weirdo,
Jonas.”
Despite that inspired line, A Stroll
Betwixt the Dead Folks is a bad
movie. Don’t watch it.
• • •
Brett Madill is the host of the new
podcast The Little Shows That
Couldn’t and can be found on Twitter @brettmad.

Alex Wong visits The Paterson GlobalFoods Institute on Oct. 25.

A culinary French connection

PHOTOS BY RHIANNA SAJ

RRC culinary arts students enhance their kitchen skills in France
By Rhianna Saj, Contributor
.In May, two RRC culinary students, Alex Wong and Nicole
Boudreau, boarded a plane headed to France. For 16 weeks, the
pair studied at the Institut Paul
Bocuse: School of Hospitality
Management & Catering Culinary
Arts, located in the Chateau du
Vivier.
Interested first year culinary students had to write an essay on why
they deserved the opportunity.
Wong and Boudreau were the two
lucky students chosen, receiving a
full scholarship for the exchange.
Boudreau said the experience has
opened many doors for her.

“Not only did I get to see France,
but I was trained by professionals
who live, eat and breathe French
cuisine.” said Boudreau.
For one assignment, the two had
to make a traditional meal from
their home country.
“Of course we made poutine,” said
Boudreau. “The students loved it.”
Wong and Boudreau paired up
again to make a buffet of Canadian food. They made an arugula
berry salad with raspberry vinaigrette to represent the Canadian
summers. For the main course
they served a pot-braised pork
belly to represent their Manitoban

roots.
As a last celebration before heading home, each student prepared
a meal for visiting chef ambassadors who acted as judges.
“Unfortunately we didn’t place,
but the experience was a good
enough win for us,” said Boudreau. “We were proud of how
far we had come in the last few
weeks.”
Overall both students said it was a
great chance to build connections
in the professional world of culinary arts. For Wong, the most intimidating part of going to France
was the language barrier, since he

only knew basic French.
“Once we got there we realized
that we weren’t the only ones who
weren’t fluent in French, and we
were able to relax,” said Wong.
Before applying for the program
at RRC, Wong worked at Hy’s
Steakhouse & Cocktail Bar. Boudreau developed a passion for
cooking when fending for herself
on a backpacking trip in Australia.
Leaving France in September was
somewhat sad for both of them,
but they were also eager to get
home to their families and test
out their new culinary skills in the
kitchen.
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Robin Hood in Winnipeg
Robin Hood and his merry men
are at the Royal Manitoba Theatre
Centre (RMTC) until Dec. 6 for The
Heart of Robin Hood — and this
time, the classic tale has a new twist.
In this adaptation, by British author
and playwright David Farr, instead of
stealing from the rich and giving to
the poor, Robin Hood and his men
keep it for themselves. Marion is the
defender of the poor, and she must
turn Robin Hood from an outlaw
into a protector of the people. Some
shows will include talkback sessions,
where actors return to the stage for a
post-show Q-and-A. Prices vary. For
more information, visit mtc.mb.ca.

Doc & Rock
Join the Winnipeg Art Council on
Dec. 8 at The Park Theatre for its
WITH ART opening. The ‘doc &
rock’ event will include a documentary film screening, art displays and
musical performances by JD and the
Sunshine Band. The evening will be
a celebration of a year-long project
with local writer, producer and director Jim Agapito and Sunshine House
Inc. The collaboration happened
through the WAC’s WITH ART
community public art program.

Unique Lives &
Experiences
Canada’s own lovable astronaut Chris
Hadfield will be in Winnipeg Dec. 1
for the Chris Hadfield Tour. The tour
is in collaboration with Unique Lives
& Experiences, a North American
women’s lecture series. Hadfield will
be discussing his time in space, along
with his new book “You Are Here:
Around the World in 92 Minutes,”
which was released just last month
on Oct. 14. The book features the
best of thousands of photos Hadfield
took while he lived on the International Space Station. The evening will
also allow for a post-show Q-and-A
period with the famous astronaut. To
purchase tickets, go to uniquelives.
com.

Red River College hospitality instructor Laura Wiebe recieving the Aspiring Youth Award on Sept. 26, 2014.

PHOTOS SUPPLIED

RRC instructor wins youth award
Laura Wiebe’s journey from Cuba to the classroom
By Madeline Pickerl, Contributor
Even though RRC hospitality
instructor Laura Wiebe isn’t much
older than the students she teaches,
she’s had a long journey to get to
the front of the class.
Sitting in a classroom at RRC’s
Paterson GlobalFoods Institute,
Laura Wiebe wears trendy thickframed glasses and a funky shade
of shiny green eye shadow. Her hair
is pulled back off her face into a
low bun. She looks like she could
be just another student attending
classes.
At 29-years-old, Wiebe is the newest addition to the hospitality team
and one of the youngest instructors
on staff.
This September, Wiebe was honoured with the Aspiring Youth
Award at the 2014 Travel Manitoba
Conference & Awards. But it’s not

only Wiebe’s age that validates her
candidacy for this award — it’s her
accomplishments.
While studying her masters at the
University of Waterloo, Wiebe
wrote a thesis that asked, ‘What
is the impact of philanthropic gift
giving in a developing community?’
To find out, Wiebe travelled to
Trinidad, Cuba.
“For me, it was really important to
do my own research,” said Wiebe.
“This was my opportunity.”
Instead of conducting secondary
research and reading other people’s
papers, Wiebe got out in the field
and found the answers herself.
“I interviewed over 100 people, and
I had a number of informants,” said
Wiebe.
Wiebe’s hands-on approach has
carried over into the classroom,

where she now teaches in the tourism and hospitality management
program.
“It was fun being in her class
because we had presentations,”
said Ripel Gelera, one of Wiebe’s
first-year business communication
students.
In 2012, Wiebe won the Graduate
Researcher Award from the Travel
and Tourism Research Association.
The national award is given annually to one student at the graduate
level
“It was an honour to be a part of
that and receive that award,” said
Wiebe.
Now that Wiebe is a teacher for
those hoping to work in her field,
she said the awards she has received
are even more impactful.
“It’s a huge honour,” said Wiebe.
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RRC falls just short of championship
Rebels men’s and women’s soccer teams both finish second at MCAC Championships
By Michelle Per ron, Contributor
On Oct. 25 and 26, both the men’s and
women’s Red River College Rebels
soccer teams competed in the Manitoba College Athletic Conference
(MCAC) Championships at Providence University College in Otterburne, Man.
The action began Saturday morning
when the women’s team took on the
Brandon University Bobcats in their
semifinal. The Rebels were able to
outplay the Bobcats winning 2-1.
Doug Lawrie, the head coach of the
women’s team, was impressed with his
team’s play in Saturday’s game.
“It was a hard-fought game, we controlled majority of the play in the first
half which got us our two nothing
lead,” said Lawrie. “We stood strong
defensively and held them off.”
Red River Rebel’s Steven Guse sending the ball up field in the semi-final game against Providence College on Oct. 25, 2014.
PHOTOS BY MICHELLE PERRON
On the men’s side, the Rebels took
captured their third straight MCAC
off against the Saint-Boniface Les
had the Rebels facing off against
on the Providence University College
Championship title. Despite the loss,
Rouges. With tight play throughout
the two-time defending champions,
Pilots. The match remained close
Rebels’ forward Stephanie Morris was
the first half, the Rebels would strike
Providence University College Pilots.
throughout both halves sending the
pleased
with
the
season.
first with a header by Derek Tessier.
The
Rebels
controlled
the
play
for
the
game into overtime. In overtime, Reb“I love the girls I play with,” said
During the second half Saint-Boniface
els’ forward Diego Santos sent his shot majority of the match but the windy
Morris,
a
digital
media
design
stucapitalized on goal scoring chances to
conditions
ended
up
working
against
past the Pilots’ keeper sending them
dent. “Our chemistry really developed go up 3-1 in the match, which is how
them. A free kick by Providence’s
straight into the finals.
when we played a pre-season tournathe game would end.
forward
Jessica
Gzebb
would
sail
past
“This team is really amazing,” said
ment in the states, and just continued
Both Rebel teams battled hard
Rebels goalie Brittany Loschiavo to
Santos, a business information techto
grow
from
there.
I’m
really
proud
throughout the weekend, earning
put
the
Pilots
up
1-0.
nology student. “It’s a group of guys
of how we played this weekend.”
them MCAC silver medals.
The free kick would serve as the
that go hard every game.”
Later
in
the
afternoon
the
men
faced
lone
goal
of
the
game,
as
the
Pilots
Sunday’s final on the women’s side

What’s the story, Dorie?
You’re not my type

LINDSEY DORIE,
LIFESTYLE COLUMNIST

The three words people just can’t
stand to hear, and can’t understand
why they’re hearing them: “not my
type.”
In other words: “there’s something(s) about you that I can’t date.”
“What’s wrong with me?” Most
people think.
Nothing, nothing is wrong with
you. Well maybe there’s something

wrong with you, but whatever it is, it’s
OK, you’ll find someone who loves it.
“She had man hands.”
OK, Jerry Seinfeld clearly likes the
dainty-hand type, but not everyone is
that picky.
Some people say, “I don’t have a type.”
In other words, “I don’t have standards,” or “I’m so nice I don’t judge
anyone for anything.” But, don’t lie
to yourself. One day you’re going to
meet someone, and there’s going to be
something about him or her that you
won’t want to put up with. That’s life.
Not every two people are meant for
each other, and I can attest to that.
I remember the first couple of times
someone wasn’t interested in me. “I’m
going to change that,” I thought. As if I
was somehow going to morph myself
into their dream girl. What the hell
was I thinking?
As life progressed I realized that I too
didn’t want to date certain people because they weren’t my type for certain

reasons.
Psst. Here’s a secret: my type is someone who works to stay healthy, both in
diet and exercise. And I’m not talking
about that “I’m a body builder who
eats chicken and broccoli and works
out 3.5 hours a day” type. No, because
that is also so not my type (way too
intense). Being healthy is part of my
life and I want to be with someone
who has a similar lifestyle. It’s also a
good common interest to have with
one another.
In my experience, not being someone’s
type can mean a variety of things.
Maybe you don’t jive well together—
there’s no connection, no common
interests, there’s no fun, no laughter
or nothing real. Perhaps you don’t see
it lasting long-term; I would date you
for now, but I definitely won’t marry
you. It could also mean other things
related to your physical appearance or
emotional stability, but that’s always a
touchy subject.

If you’ve ever ended things with
someone, or not reciprocated the
same feelings, the person may
have asked you “why?” or “what’s
wrong with me?” The old “you’re
not my type” usually helps worm
your way out of truly answering
those questions. Yes, you could be
completely honest with them, but
in the end, does your opinion truly
matter? Though you may hate her
man hands, someone else might
just love them.
• • •
Lindsey Dorie is opinionated
and honest, and enjoys a good
conversation about dating, sex
and relationships. Let her know
what you want to read about in
her column on Twitter at
@DorieLindsey.
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The Blue bombed
The Winnipeg Blue Bombers saw their playoff
hopes collapse after a 28-23 loss to the B.C. Lions on Oct. 25. This marks the end of another
dismal season for the Bombers, as they finished
the year in the West Division’s last place with
seven wins and 11 losses. The new Ottawa
REDBLACKS were the only team worse than
the Bombers, finishing dead last in the league.
The Canadian Football League playoffs start
Sunday, Nov. 16, and the 102nd Grey Cup will
be held Nov. 30 in Vancouver, B.C. The band
Imagine Dragons will play the Grey Cup halftime show.

World Series winner
For the third time in five years, the San Francisco Giants have taken the top title in Major
League Baseball. But the World Series runner
up Kansas City Royals didn’t go down without
a fight. The underdog Royals stretched the
series to seven games with their 10-0 victory in
game six, but couldn’t out-manoeuvre Madison
Bumgarner’s spectacular performance on the
mound for the Giants in the final game. In the
series, Bumgarner had an earned run average
of only 0.43, and was the crowned the World
Series’ Most Valuable Player. This is the eighth
World Series win for the Giants in their franchise history.

100 years of hockey
This year Hockey Manitoba celebrates its 100th
anniversary with a season full of fun.
This past summer they already hosted their
100th Anniversary Celebrity Golf Tournament
with former stars Eddie Belfour and Mike
Keane making appearances.
Hockey Manitoba is also sharing their love of
the game with the young’uns this winter. Until
Dec. 31, Hockey Manitoba and Royal Sports
in Winnipeg are giving free hockey sticks to
all five- and six-year-old players registered in
a minor hockey league. Then from Dec. 12 to
14, Project 100 is a go. Project 100 is a weekend
at the MTS Iceplex to promote girls’ hockey,
including coaching clinics and a bantam showcase.

University of Saskatchewan students can now add a fall reading week to their calendars on Nov. 10.

PHOTO BY KATHERINE HARDY

Dreaming of a week off

U of Saskatchewan adds fall reading week, RRC may follow
B y Ka t h e r i n e H a rd y, C o n t r i b u t o r
In Saskatchewan some students no longer have to
wait for December to get a break from their studies.
The University of Saskatchewan (U of S) in Saskatoon, added a reading week to their fall semester
for the first time this year. It will start on Nov. 10 as
part of Remembrance Day week.
“The purpose of the new reading week is to improve the mental health of the students,” said Macaila Funk, a U of S student. “We will have a more
positive student body, which is something to take
pride in.”
Funk is a second-year student studying in the
College of Arts and Sciences and said her stress isn’t
unbearable, but other people in her program may
handle stress differently.
Lauren MacLean Red River College Students’ Association president said adding a fall reading week
at RRC is on the radar and part of the strategic plan
being developed this year.
According to a 2013 assessment by the American
College Health Association, 86.9 per cent of Canadian students said they feel exhausted and not from
physical activity.
Funk said she plans to take the week to study and
relax.
“I am happy that there is a fall reading week. Who
wouldn’t want a break from school?” Said Funk.
Kaleigh Johnson, a Red River College student in the
dental assisting program, said she sees the benefit
of this idea and would love to have a fall reading

week.
“It’s a long stretch until Christmas break, and it
would be nice to take a breather,” said Johnson.
Johnson’s program is eight months and she said her
workload is compressed because of the program’s
length.
“I have a minimum of two tests a week. I would for
sure use that time to catch up. I feel overwhelmed,
especially having to work weekends,” said Johnson.
“It would be really nice.”
Colin Domansky is a first-year business information technology student and said he doesn’t see the
benefit of a fall reading week.
“It wouldn’t make sense, I don’t see the point of a
reading week prior to another break,” said Domansky.
In order to incorporate the break, U of S eliminated a day from orientation and a day from the final
exam period.
Domansky said orientation is necessary but
wouldn’t mind if the exam period was condensed.
Johnson said she has no problem removing some
days from the schedule. And Funk said she doesn’t
mind the change.
“I do not think that it will make a substantial difference in the amount of pressure or stress I will feel
throughout the semester,” said Funk about the U
of S cutting a few days from orientation and exam
week.
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Cyclocross championship lands in the‘Peg
RRC team competes in University Race at Nationals
B y Jo rd a n H a s l b e c k , C o n t r i b u t o r
The Canadian Museum for Human
Rights, The Forks and Winnipeg’s
downtown skyline made for a
beautiful backdrop for this year’s
Canadian Cyclocross Championship. It was the first time ever Winnipeg played host to the event.
“To have this event right in the
city was fantastic, I think it made
our city look really good,” said first
time racer Cathy McKay, “There
were such great views of downtown
and the river, it was the perfect
location.”
McKay was a part of the Red River
College team that raced on Oct. 24
in the University Race. The RRC
team was made up entirely of staff
and instructors, while other teams
in the race had a mix of students,
staff and faculty.
“The other teams seemed a lot
younger,” said McKay. “But, apparently we won the spirit award because we were always laughing and
smiling. We all had fun. I would do
it again in a heartbeat.”
The course had uphill and downhill sections, and a section where
the riders needed dismount and
carry their bikes up stairs.
“I live on the third floor of a condo
with no elevator, so I’m used to
carrying my bike up and down,

Cyclists race on the track set up on the field across from the Canadian Museum for Human Rights at The Forks on Oct. 25, 2014.
PHOTO BY JORDAN HASLBECK

and there was a lot of that,” said
McKay.
There was also a section where
riders needed to cross 30 meters of
sand.
“I would try to stay in the path the
people before us had made, but
about half way I would get off and
carry my bike because I was wobbling all over,” McKay said. “I had
to get on and off a lot.”

The events grounds were covered
with thousands of people who had
finished their races, were waiting
to race, or were just there taking in
the atmosphere.
Fourth year racer, and teacher at
RRC, Kim Mitchell was impressed
with the crowd.
“The attendance was pretty incredible,” said Mitchell. “There were
racers and spectators. Even some

random people just walking by
stayed to watch the races.”
Mitchell was a part of the organizing committee for the event.
“I think we pulled of a pretty fantastic event,” she said.
Winnipeg is set to host the event
again next year, and the organizing
committee said they hope to build
on the success of this year’s races.

Nitsky’s Notes
Fan jersey guestures disrespectful and foolish

D U S T I N P E R N I T S K Y,
SPORTS COLUMNIST

It’s no secret that Canadian NHL
teams have been struggling in recent seasons. Last year, only one
of the seven Canadian teams—
the Montreal Canadians—made
the playoffs. It was the first time
that happened since 1973.
Canadian hockey fans are proud
and passionate about the sport

and their teams. Many fans (hello,
Edmonton) have grown frustrated
by their team’s lack of success, and
it’s become a bit of a trend for fans to
toss their hockey sweaters onto the
ice after a loss to show their displeasure.
This, frankly, is idiotic.
I understand that fans are frustrated.
I root for the Winnipeg Blue Bombers, and before the Jets came back
to Winnipeg I was a Toronto Maple
Leafs fan. I know about suffering.
But throwing your jersey on the ice?
That’s disrespectful to the entire
franchise, and an incredible waste of
money.
The trend started last year in Edmonton, when a disgruntled Oilers
fan threw a blue-and-orange Ales
Hemsky jersey onto the ice after a
6-0 loss to the St. Louis Blues.
The Oilers have won five Stanley
Cups in their history. They were a

dynasty in the 1980s. Twelve people
from the organization have made the
Hockey Hall of Fame. Those hallof-famers, and members of those
Stanley Cup teams wore that Oilers
jersey with pride. When you toss it
on the ice after a loss, you’re not just
voicing your displeasure with the
current team, you’re disrespecting
players like Wayne Gretzky, Mark
Messier and Paul Coffey.
An NHL jersey goes for $159.99 on
the league’s official website. That’s
not cheap. Not only are you essentially tossing away $160 because
your team lost a hockey game, but
you’ve basically paid the very team
that you’re upset with that money.
There’s no logic there at all.
When LeBron James took his talents to south beach in 2010, some
Cleveland Cavaliers fans who felt
betrayed took to the streets to burn
their number 23 jerseys. When

James came back to Cleveland
this summer, I’d be willing to
bet that some of those fans were
among the first in line to buy a
new James jersey.
One has to wonder if Oiler fans
who have thrown away their
hockey sweaters will be lining up
to buy a Taylor Hall, Ryan Nugent-Hopkins, or Justin Schultz
jersey when that young talented
core of players brings the Oilers
back to the playoffs.
• • •
Dustin Pernitsky is the host of
Fantasy204, a fantasy sports
resource and community for
Winnipeggers. Check it out at
www.fantasy204.com or tweet
him @DPernitsky.
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Smash Up is one of twelve board games that the RRC Tabletop Gaming Club has to choose from on game night.

Gathering ‘round the gaming table

PHOTOS BY AMY JEAN MACLEAN

A new RRC club is already outgrowing its meeting space
By Amy Jean MacLean, Beat Re porter
Cards from the game Smash Up
are sprawled across the table.
Four guys sit around, arguing
over the score. Only one of them
seems to know what’s going on,
and the others are trying to keep
up.
“There are so many rules, I don’t
even understand,” said David
Stafford, 22. “The last time I
played an actual board game was
five or six years ago and it was
Monopoly.”
Stafford is not a hard-core gamer, and he’s not even a Red River
College student anymore. He
graduated last year, but heard
about the college’s new board
game club from some of his buddies still in school.
The group has a wide range in
board game interest. There are
guys like Stafford who hardly
play board games, then there are
guys like Jesse Jamison.
Jamison, 30, is the RRC instructor who oversees the club, and
he’s the one guy in the room
who is playing two games at
once.
There’s another table set up in
the cramped space of the Red
River College Students’ Association (RRCSA) Club Hub. At the
table, six other guys and Jamison
are playing a zombie game called
Dead Panic, which is seemingly even more complicated than
Smash Up.
Jamison said he likes tabletop
gaming because of the social
interaction that you wouldn’t get

with console gaming.
“It’s more face-to-face as opposed to looking at the screen,
there’s more social interaction.
You know, it gets back to how
things should be with people,”
he said. “There’s lots of people
who like to game, but it’s hard to
get people together.”
It would seem apparent that he’s
right about the interest. According to the RRCSA, this gaming
club is the newest registered
group on campus, and they already boast the highest turnout

for their events compared to the
other college.
Alex Savoy, 19, originally had
the idea to start the club. He
said he didn’t expect so many
people for the first event.
“It’s a pleasant surprise,” he
said. “I was thinking like maybe
six people at the start. There’s
actually more people that have
joined but aren’t here today.”
Jamison said for their next
meet-up, they will have to move
to the Cave at the Notre Dame
Campus in order to have more

space.
“It’s either going to be bi- or
tri-weekly,” he said. “We’re going
to vote on it.”
For more information on their
next event, you can find them on
Facebook.

It’s a lot of fun and a little bit of confusion as the board-gamers gather around the tatble for a round of Smash Up.

