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RRC adds degree program
Revamped nursing course already filling up 

The differences among Mani-
toba’s degree nursing programs 

are about philosophy, empha-
sis, teaching styles and course 

design and delivery, not program 
quality.

-Karen Wall,
chair of nursing 

Red River College
Red River College is now providing a 

degree in nursing and spots are already in 
high demand.

“It’s very fast-paced. If you’re going to 
get into it, you need to be serious about be-
ing a nurse,” says Jackie Cowan, a student 
in the first class of the Red River College 
degree nursing program. 

The new program started accept-
ing applications in early January. Within 
two weeks, the program was full and had 
a waiting list that filled up the next two 
years of intake.  Graduates will earn a Bach-
elor of Nursing (BN) degree. The program 
is replacing the previous 25-month joint 
baccalaureate nursing program which no 
longer met provincial and national accred-
itation requirements. These accreditation 
standards require a 32-month program 

and a university-level curriculum. RRC stu-
dents have classes for 10 months and can 
complete the degree in three years.

Students drawn to nursing may 
wonder how this program stacks up  
against others. 

“The differences among Manitoba’s 
degree nursing programs are about philos-
ophy, emphasis, teaching styles and course 
design and delivery, not program quality,” 
said Karen Wall, chair of nursing at RRC

 “RRC is more hands on, and the Uni-
versity of Manitoba (U of M) is more books,” 
said Sylvie Sioux, who started the Red River 
College program this fall.

There are other differences between 
the programs. The U of M and Brandon Uni-
versity (BU) accept students into their nurs-
ing programs after they have completed 
one year of university, unlike RRC, which 
is direct entry. All U of M professional pro-
grams are competitive entry, unlike the 
first qualified, and first accepted entrance 
policy at RRC. Wall says the U of M and BU 
programs are more expensive that the RRC 
degree nursing program.

On the practical side, the RRC pro-

Richard Baschak 
CONTRIBUTOR

gram begins its fieldwork much earlier. 
Sioux and Cowan will be out doing their 
practicum by the beginning of November, 
but if they were at either the U of M or BU, 
their practicum wouldn’t begin until their 
second year. 

The program meets all the require-
ments of a degree program but there are 
further developments in its future.

 “RRC has plans for a new health sci-
ences building with state of the art simu-
lation labs sometime in the future, and 
nursing will be an integral part of that new 
facility. In the meantime, we have what we 
need,” said Wall.

Mayor Sam Katz (top and 
bottom left) won another 
term at city hall on Oct. 27 
despite a strong fight from 
opponent Judy Wasylycia-
Leis (centre).

Sam won 116,308 votes to 
Judy’s 90,913. 

Joining Sam at city hall are 
four newbie councillors:

• Devi Sharma: Old Kildonan
• Ross Eadie: Mynarski
• Thomas Steen: Elmwood-

East Kildonan
• Paula Havixbeck:  

Charleswood-Tuxedo

Veteran councillor Harvey 
Smith managed to maintain 
his hold on the Daniel  
McIntyre ward.

Katz has invited four new 
members to sit on his presti-
gious Executive Policy Com-
mittee (EPC), reported the 
Winnipeg Free Press:

• Dan Vandal: St. Boniface
• Jeff Browaty: North 

Kildonan
• Paula Havixbeck:  

Charleswood-Tuxedo

Moving off the EPC is Point 
Douglas councillor Mike  
Pagtakhan

ELECTION HIGHLIGHTS
Jeremie Wookey 
PHOTO EDITOR
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I’ve got to tell you I’m 
not completely sold on 

[social media], and I 
sound like a bit of an old 

fart, but I don’t quite get 
the long-term value of 

things like Twitter in the 
news media.

- Dawna Friesen,
News Anchor,

Global National

One of Canada’s top news 
anchors thinks social media and 
its value to journalism may be  
just a fad.

Global National news anchor 
Dawna Friesen stopped by the 
Red River College Princess Street 
Campus while on a cross-coun-
try tour to talk about social 
media’s role in the news on 
Oct. 26.

“I’ve got to tell you 
I’m not completely sold 
on it, and I sound 
like a bit of an 
old fart, but I 
don’t quite 
get the long-
term value 
of things like 
Twitter in the 
news media,” 
Friesen said.

Friesen, 
a creative 
c o m m u -
n i c a -

tions student at Red River College 
from 1982 to 1984, outlined her 
concerns about social media to 
over 100 students.

“What my fear is [is] that 
there’s just not enough money 
coming in anymore to support 
quality journalism outlets. Yeah, 
you go to them on Twitter or 
maybe on Facebook, but if you 
aren’t supporting those large or-
ganizations and putting money 
into that quality journalism, then 

what’s 

y o u r 
source down 

the road?” she 
asked. “I wonder, and 

I worry if it isn’t some-
thing that appeals to our 

incredibly short attention span.”
Friesen admits that while 

she has a Twitter account and 
is supposed to tweet for work, 
she doesn’t use it often. She had 
only tweeted 12 times prior to the 
presentation. She opened her ac-
count in July.

“I just don’t know what I’d 
put,” she said. “I don’t think peo-
ple care what I had for lunch.”

This year, each creative com-
munications student is required 
to have an iPhone or an iPod 
touch to access social media at all 
times. Students have been study-
ing how mainstream media uses 
Facebook and Twitter and have 
been practicing it themselves by 
live tweeting from events.

Some students told Friesen 
they get their news from Face-
book and Twitter, which can be 
updated immediately after the 

news changes, instead of having 
to wait for the six o’clock news or 
the next day’s paper. 

Others said they use social 
media as a medium between 
themselves and news websites or 
as a forum to talk about the news.

First year creative commu-
nications student James Hiebert 
said while he’s concerned about 
the financial toll free online con-
tent and social media is taking on 
mainstream media, he thinks Fri-
esen isn’t familiar enough with 
social media to see its potential.

“Her points and her view of 

Twitter were similar to the ones 
I held before I actually started us-
ing it. ‘Who cares what I had for 
lunch?’ or ‘who cares if I’m get-
ting a haircut?’ But I think she 
missed the whole point that has 
all of us younger folks excited 
about Twitter. It has so much 
potential and maybe she just 
doesn’t see that yet,” Hiebert said 
after the discussion.

But second-year advertising 
major Jeremy Giacomin assured 
Friesen that people like to know 
those small personal details 
about people on TV.

“It makes you seem like a real 
person, not just some floating 
head on TV,” he said.

About an hour after her visit, 
students received an indication 
that Friesen took their words  
to heart.

“No lunch yet. Am crav-
ing a cinnamon bun from Tall 
Grass Prairie Bread Company,”  
she tweeted.

Kim Lawson 
NEWS BEAT REPORTER

Second-guessing social media
Dawna Friesen talks Twitter at RCC

InBrief
local news

Youngest trustee voted in

Eighteen-year-old Mike 
Lawson is believed to be the 
youngest school trustee Mani-
toba has ever had, reported 
the CBC.

Lawson, who graduated 
from Springfield Collegiate 
Institute in Oakbank in June, 
was elected as a trustee for the 
Sunrise School Division on 
Oct. 27.

An active student in high 
school, Lawson was a student 
representative on the Spring-
field Collegiate parent-adviso-
ry council, counseled strug-
gling students, coordinated 
school fundraising events and 
served as a peer leader.

He was also the recipi-
ent of the Young Community 
Leader Award at the Manitoba 
Association of School Trustees 
convention in 2009.

By: Kim Lawson

national and  
international 
news

Strike averted

TORONTO (CUP) — The po-
tential strike at the University 
of Western Ontario may have 
been averted with a tentative 
agreement reached between 
administration and faculty in 
the early morning on Nov. 3. 

Both sides bargained past 
the strike deadline of 12:01 
a.m., the Western News report-
ed. The deal still needs to be 
ratified by the union.

The main issue at stake 
was a series of proposals put 
forth by the university that 
would centralize the faculty 
review process and compro-
mise academic freedom. 
“We’re trying to fight to pro-
tect what every other Canadi-
an university has, and that is a 
strong protection of academic 
freedom under the tenure sys-
tem,” James Compton, union 
president, said last week.

A strike would have can-
celled classes for students at 
the London, Ont. university.

By: Alexandra Posadzki 
(CUP Ontario Bureau Chief)

Extreme cell phone service

Ever wanted to climb 
Mount Everest, but can’t 
pry yourself away from your 
iPhone long enough to try?

Now you can do both. 
Ncell, a Nepalese telecom 
firm, has installed eight 3G 
base stations along the route 
to the Everest base camp so 
Everest climbers can make vid-
eo calls to family and friends 
and receive weather reports 
and safety information,  
reported the BBC.

Ncell says its highest 3G 
base station is near the Everest 
base camp at 5.2 kilometres 
above sea level. Cell service 
should reach the mountain 
peak, but that has not  
been tested.

By: Kim Lawson

“I knew something was miss-
ing in the film, in that we don’t 
know what’s happening now. 
It was done ten years ago and it 
was mostly situated in the past,” 

When Christopher Paet-
kau landed one of the country’s 
greatest summer jobs, he knew 
he would be documenting his 
experience at one of Canada’s 
national parks. What he didn’t 
know was that he would discov-
er a mountain of history tucked 
away in one of his favourite  
Manitoba getaways.

The Red River College cre-
ative communication graduate 
was one of 32 students across the 
country who landed a great op-
portunity with Parks Canada and 
got “Canada’s Greatest Summer 
Job.” The program, which was 
launched to celebrate the 125th 
anniversary of national parks 
in Canada, gave students the op-
portunity to create films about 
the country’s national parks and  
historic sites. 

Paetkau spent four months 
in Riding Mountain National Park 
researching, filming, and editing 
his film, Wagiiwing. It is now one 
of five films—created by the pro-
gram’s participants— screened 
at the Banff Mountain Film 
and Book Festival from Oct. 30  
to Nov. 7.

The 12-minute documentary 
explores the reconciliation pro-
cess between Riding Mountain 
National Park and the Anishinabe 

people, who were expropriated 
from the area in the 1930s. The 
topic was completely new to Paet-
kau, who attributes the film’s 
success to his own ignorance  
and earnestness.

“Going to the park for many 
years, I didn’t even know the An-
ishinabe were even there, much 
less that they had been kicked 
out. And if I was ignorant of 
this, how many more people are 
unaware of this? It’s worth it for 
people to know,” said Paetkau.

Before beginning their 
filming, the students were put 
through a training process in 
Banff. It was there, after watching 
a film made about the relation-
ship between First Nations people 
and Riding Mountain National 
Park, Paetkau realized he wanted 
explore the current state of the 
reconciliation process. 

Banff Bound

Jessica Cable 
NEWS BEAT REPORTER

RRC grad heading to Banff Mountain Film Festival to tell story of 
First Nations expropriation 

I didn’t even know the 
Anishinabe were even 

there, much less that they 
had been kicked out. And 
if I was ignorant of this, 
how many more people 

are unaware of this? It’s 
worth it for people to 

know. 

- Christopher Petkau, 
Filmmaker / RRC alumnus

he said. “So, what’s happening 
with reconciliation now, how are 
people feeling and what’s the  
emotion going on?”

Although the effects of the 
expropriation still resonate in 
Riding Mountain National Park, 
the relationship between the na-
tional park and the Anishinabe 
has moved along enough that 
they were willing to open up and 
talk about their stories with Paet-
kau.

“I didn’t interview any Parks 
Canada people other than the ab-
original affairs manager,” he said. 
“Maybe it was bad journalism on 
my part, but my justifi- c a -
tion was that if I’m docu-
menting the state of a re-
lationship, I prefer to give 
v o i c e 
to the 
people 
who were 
s l i g h t e d 
or who 
had no 
voice.” 

Photo by Jérémie Wookey

The Banff Mountain Film and 
Book Festival screened Wagiiwing 
on Nov. 1 and Nov. 6 along with 
five other films created by other 
students working for Parks Cana-
da over the summer. The budding 
filmmakers also participated in 
seminars and workshops.

“By showing our students’ 
films at the Banff Mountain Film 
and Book Festival, they are sup-
porting young film-makers and 
encouraging other young Cana-
dians to discover and experience 
Canada’s heritage places,” said 
Parks Canada’s chief executive of-
ficer Alan Latourelle in a release.

Paetkau’s film will be avail-
able on the Parks Canada website.

Freisen (left) poses with a student in an 
iPhone pic that appeared on Facebook.

Photo courtesy of Jasmine Tara / 
Flickr: Veronica Belmont
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Manitoba seems to be a prime 
spot for newcomers to Canada. 
According to government figures, 
in 2009, Manitoba experienced its 
largest influx of newcomers since 
provincial immigration records 
began in 1946. 

According to statistics re-
leased by the provincial govern-
ment, 13,520 permanent resi-
dents immigrated to Manitoba 
in 2009. It was an increase of 
20.5 per cent from 2008 num-
bers. Of those who immigrated 
to the province, 9,910 moved  
to Winnipeg. 

Seventy five per cent of these 
newcomers immigrated here 
through the Manitoba Provincial 
Nominee Program (MPNP), a pro-
gram which selects individuals 
based on their potential to con-
tribute to Manitoba’s economy. 

When individuals apply to 
immigrate to Manitoba through 
the MPNP, there are several dif-
ferent paths they can take. Ap-
plicants have four streams to 
choose from – they may apply if 
they are skilled workers, have a 
close relative in the province, if 
they’ve graduated in Manitoba as 
international students, or if they 
are in Manitoba with a temporary  
work permit.

The Immigrant Centre Mani-
toba Inc.  in Winnipeg’s Exchange 
District provides assistance and 
services to new immigrants, in-
cluding a service that helps its cli-
ents complete the lengthy MPNP 

application forms with the help 
of advisors for free. 

Linda Lalande, executive di-
rector of the centre, believes that 
providing assistance to newcom-
ers in order to ease their transi-
tion to a new country is essential. 

“We have a saying around 
here,” she said, “the better the 
start, the better the future.”

According to Lalande, pro-
viding free services to new im-
migrants is important in order to 
prevent abuse. 

“Without our help, new im-
migrants could be taken advan-
tage of. I know of one young wom-
an who paid $17,000 for the same 
services we offer free of charge.”

Newcomer Jeanne d’Arc 
Nganje was grateful of the help 
she received at charitable organi-
zations. Nganje is a Canadian citi-
zen who immigrated to Canada 
on July 12, 2005. She fled her na-
tive Rwanda because of violence 
and political instability. When 
she came to Canada, she knew 
little about her new country. 

Nganje relied on the help of 
charitable organizations when 
she first arrived to the city. Based 
on her personal experience, she 
believes that assistance for new-
comers is crucial. 

“It can be difficult to get 
information, especially if you 
don’t speak English when you get 
here,” she said. “It’s great to have 
somebody around to help.”

Overall, Nganje adjusted to 
her settlement in Winnipeg be-
cause of the help she received 
from charitable groups. The only 
thing she was unable to adjust to 
bugs in Winnipeg. 

“The mosquitoes were bad. 
There were too many.” 

Flocking to 
Manitoba

David Driedger 
CONTRIBUTOR

Province a hot spot for  
new Canadians

Photo from Flickr: marcp_dmoz

Home-grown grub
Manitobans encouraged  
to buy local

Manitoba farmers 
produce some of the 

best food in the world. I 
want to hook up as many 

Manitobans with that 
good food.

-Stan Struthers,
Minister of AgricultureIt’s time for Manitobans 

to take pride in their locally-
produced food. The provincial 
government has teamed up with 
Manitoba food processors and re-
tailers to encourage Manitobans 
to buy locally created products. 

A buy-local brand will be 
created to promote the food pro-
duced by Manitoba farmers.

Stan Struthers, Manitoba’s 
minister of Agriculture, Food and 
Rural Initiatives, is a strong be-
liever in this initiative and takes 
pride in Manitoba’s abundance  
of food. 

“Manitoba farmers produce 
some of the best food in the 
world. I want to hook up as many 
Manitobans with that good 
food,” he said. “It makes good 
sense in terms of nutrition and 
diet, and I think it makes good 
sense in terms of getting some 
money into farmers’ pockets.”

The provincial government 
and Manitoba food processors 
are contributing $741,100 to the 
project. The amount was de-
termined based on surveys of 
Manitoba consumers and three 
years of research done by the  
provincial government. 

 “We think that’s what is  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sean Angus 
CONTRIBUTOR

going to be necessary over the 
next couple years to purchase the 
things necessary to direct Mani-
tobans towards Manitoba prod-
ucts,” Struthers said.

The money will be spent 
on infrastructure, signage, and 
advertising necessary for the  
initiative’s success. 

“I think people are much 
more in tune to where their food 
is produced,” Struthers said. 
“They have a lot of faith in the 
farmer that lives just down the 
road from them.”

Though no dates or dead-
lines have been set in stone, 
Struthers wants things to 

move quickly.
 “We have 

a steering com-
mittee, and my 

instruction to 
them was to move as 

quickly as they can,” 
Struthers said. “They have 

the money available and 
people in place to do this, so 

I didn’t give an actual deadline.”
The initiative, which is 

meant to benefit consumers, 
farmers, retailers and others, 
will make more locally produced 
food available for purchase 
at restaurants, markets, and  
even roadside stands.

The retailers involved in the 
program include, among others, 
Safeway Canada, Canad Inns, and 
Peak of the Market.

Photo by Scott Shingler Photography
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With the annual CFS Day of 
Action approaching, I thought it 
timely to propose a healthy alter-
native to asking the government 
for more money, one that has 
worked particularly well here at 
Red River College.

Take a look at the plates next 
to classroom doors at the Prin-
cess Street Campus. Room P203 is 
named for Manitoba Hydro. The 
king and queen of university do-
nations, Bonnie and John Buhler, 
provided our library. In exchange 
for sizable sums of money, these 
donors and others have asked 
for little more than their names 
etched on slabs of Plexiglas.

Selling out in small doses
Sponsorship, within reason, improves  
quality of education

And what has the college 
done with that money? We’ve 
used it to buy hundreds of top-of-
the-line computers, A/V and radio 
equipment, SLR and video cam-
eras and a fully functional TV stu-
dio, with editing suites to match. 
I dare say the Princess Street Cam-
pus has the most technologically-
advanced learning experience in 
the province. These benefits far 
exceed the costs of being made 
aware of a few brands as we enter 
a room.

With all of these things at 
our disposal, the question arises: 
Why are some students so wary 
of corporate sponsorship? Per-
haps I’m a brainwashed cog in 
the great capitalist machine, des-
perately requiring salvation from 
some self-styled hippie Jesus, but 
my opinion isn’t changing. Cor-
porate sponsorship, when done 
properly, is good for students.

“Properly,” in this case, 

means “without injecting the 
sponsor’s agenda into the cur-
riculum.” This has happened 
before, and not just in post-sec-
ondary institutions. With no tax 
revenue to depend on, some cash-
strapped public schools in the 
U.S. have used a study guide from 
the American Coal Foundation, 
which claimed more carbon diox-
ide was beneficial for the environ-
ment, in science classes. Granted, 
we can rarely expect lobby groups 
to take the high road, but practic-
es such as those are nothing short 
of disgraceful.

Yet in recent memory, my 
classmates and I have not been 
“educated” on the virtues of any 
such company or what they are 
trying to peddle. As I write this 
paragraph, I have eight minutes 
left before my Canadian Litera-
ture course, which takes place 
in a classroom named for Pow-
erland Computers. We’re going 

Jess Chapman 
COLUMNIST

The winds 
of change  

On a night where winds 
seemed to blow from all di-
rections, Sam Katz was trium-
phant over Judy Wasylycia-Leis 
by just over 25,000 votes. It 
was hardly a landslide, but 
just the same, a win is a win. 

My personal views on Katz 
is a topic entirely different col-
umn. As my father-in-law says, 
you vote for who does a better 
job for your area, not for the 
person, and separate yourself 
from their moral values.

Incidentally, he had a 
“Judy for Mayor” sign on his 
lawn.

I don’t know if there was 
a turning point in the elec-
tion, although there are theo-
ries floating around. Wasyly-
cia-Leis’ proposed 2 per cent 
property tax increase per year 
wasn’t popular with some, 
although, in my opinion, it’s 
needed in order to save the 
city from collapsing in on it-
self in five years. Katz’s prom-
ise of 58 new police officers 
well may have clinched the 
election after a bloody Oct. 23 
left two people dead, one in 
hospital, and a shooter still on 
the loose.

If you didn’t want Katz to 
win, you voted Wasylycia-Leis. 
If you didn’t want Wasylycia-
Leis to win you voted Katz. 
Of course, we can’t forget the 
other two candidates, Brad 
Gross and Rav Gill, but let’s 
face it: the election belonged 
to Wasylycia-Leis and Katz. 

One could look at the final 
result and say nothing changed 
on the night of Oct. 27. Katz is 
still mayor of Winnipeg, and 
only four new councillors were 
elected, all in wards where in-
cumbents weren’t running. 

Something did change 
though – the voter turnout. In 
the last civic election, only 38 
per cent of eligible voter took 
part. On Oct. 27, a “staggering” 
47 per cent stood up to have 
their voices heard.

Now, you can scoff at that 
number. I did at first, because 
it’s well below 50 per cent. For 
a civic election, it’s not too 
shabby.

In the 2008 federal elec-
tion, 59 per cent of Canadians 
cast a ballot. When compared 
to Italy, Germany and Austria, 
where they don’t have compul-
sory voting where a person is 
fined if a ballot isn’t cast, our 
numbers would be catastro-
phe. In a recent German elec-
tion, “only” 77.7 per cent voted, 
and this was considered a “his-
torical low.”

Back in River City though, 
the news spilling out of the ad-
vanced polls was positive. The 
numbers doubled from the 
year before. In 2006 15,447 peo-
ple voted early. This year just 
missed doubling, at 29,216, 
reported the Winnipeg Free 
Press.  

The change some of us 
wanted so badly didn’t tran-
spire. And for those that liked 
things as they were, congratu-
lations. That is what democra-
cy is all about – and if you par-
ticipated in the process, win or 
lose, you deserve a pat on the 
back.

You were part of the 47 per 
cent that stood up.

Tammy W. Karatchuk 
COLUMNIST

Election produced 
higher voter turnout

to discuss The Englishman’s 
Boy today. I plan to count the 
number of times my instruc-
tor slips “Powerland Comput-
ers rules” between sentences. 
(three hours later) None.

Not all corporate sponsor-
ships are created equal; thus, 
it makes no sense to oppose 
the principle of the matter 
when it has worked out so 
well for at least one school. 
Perhaps the guy who dressed 
up in a box during the U of 
W’s Orientation Week to op-
pose “corporatization” would 
feel differently if he compared 
our facilities (clean, conve-
nient, high-tech, beautifully 
maintained) to theirs (fill in 
the blank).

If the choice is between 
no corporatization and lower 
standards or some corporati-
zation and higher standards, 
I think most of us would 
be willing to deal with the 
strangeness of seeing a corpo-
rate logo next to the doorway. 
It certainly bears more fruit 
than yet another round of 
screaming at politicians.

What is Angelgate, and 
why is it of concern to us stu-
dents at Red River College? 
As a young entrepreneur 
and designer in training, I 
feel affected by the venture 
capitalists� recent actions oc-
curring in certain areas of Sili-
con Valley regarding start-up 
investments and valuations,  
dubbed ‘Angelgate.’

On September 20, 2010 
Michael Arrington, hailed as 
one of the most influential 
figures on the internet, spe-
cifically in regards to start-up 
communities and developing 
entrepreneurs, walked into 
the Bin 38 bar and lounge, 
unannounced, to find a meet-
ing of venture capitalists si-
lently resolving complaints in 
the growing power of smaller 
start-up investment incuba-
tors. The events that followed 
redefined the goals and at-
titudes of enture capitalists 
towards the future young en-
trepreneurs of Silicon Valley.

Following Arrington’s 
awkward encounter with 
this large group of early 
stage start-up investors, he 
was supplied with informa-
tion from certain sources in 
attendance of the meeting. 
The sources included details 
about these specific groups 

of investors meeting regularly to 
compare notes. Arrington makes 
it clear these meetings were ini-
tially above suspicion, although 
recently they had moved into col-
luding conventions about solving 
problems amongst fellow venture 
capitalists (VCs). The continuing 
schedule included:

• Objections about one of the 
latest entrepreneur incuba-
tors Y Combinator’s increas-
ing strength, and how to 
impede competitiveness in Y 
Combinator contracts.

• Objections about rising con-
tract valuations and how they 
can act as a group to reduce 
these appraisals.

• How the group can act to-
gether to keep traditional 
venture capitalists out of  
deals entirely.

• How the group can act togeth-
er to keep out new angel inves-
tors seizing the market and 
driving up valuations.

There are laws to prevent 
these behaviours, including 
competitors acting together 
to force other smaller com-
petitors out of the market, or 
discuss ways to keep prices un-
der control. Any company or 
entrepreneur with intentions 
of seeking product sponsor-
ship or funding cannot ignore 
the activities taking place by 
these colluding VCs. These ac-
tions greatly affect the prog-
ress of growing entrepreneurs 
and start-up companies in  
Silicon Valley.

Details of the Angelgate 
proceedings will continue to 
emerge in the coming weeks 
and months, as will the pre-
meditations of these VCs. Al-
though seemingly important, 
the information provided 
thus far gives us a better un-
derstanding of what really 
goes on behind closed doors 
at a vast majority of start-up 
incubators and investment 
firms in Silicon Valley. Are 
growing designers and en-
trepreneurs getting the best  
company/product valuation? 
Or is this being manipulated 
and skewed by the colluding 
yet seemingly competitive 
venture totalitarians? Oh, I 
mean capitalists

Angelgate and its  
repercussions

Why backroom dealings in Silicon Valley 
can’t be ignored

Adam Tsouras 
CONTRIBUTOR
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Red River women’s basket-
ball coach Heather Hildebrandt 
thinks her team could go all the 
way this year.

Things look promising for 
the Rebels, who started off their 
season strong by defeating Provi-
dence College 80-52 in their sec-
ond MCAC regular season game 
on Saturday, Oct. 23.

The Rebels went into the 
game with very high energy, and 

were leading 27-5 at the end of 
the first quarter. They weren’t 
able to keep that momentum the 
whole game as they let up a bit 
and Providence came back into 
the game, but the Rebels finished 
strong.  Shelby Stranger, who was 
in foul trouble early on in the first 
quarter, came back in the fourth 
to finish the game, sinking three 
consecutive three pointers.

The Rebels coach said she 
wasn’t too bothered by her team 
letting things slip a bit.

“It’s hard to keep up the en-
ergy we had at the start, when 
you’re up by that many points,” 
said Hildebrandt, a former player 
for Providence College.

Hildebrandt was happy to 

have started off the season on a 
high note, beating her former 
team.

“When I played for Provi-
dence, we would beat the Reb-
els. The tables have turned,” she 
chuckled.

 She attributed their suc-
cess to six weeks of practicing 
hard and playing an exhibition 
game last weekend.

It was only Hildebrandt’s sec-
ond real game as coach for the 
Rebels.  

“We played as a team for the 
first two games of the season, 
which is impressive. We commu-
nicated, and had fun,” Hildeb-
randt said.

The women played a team 

game on Saturday, with 61 of the 
80 points scored spread out even-
ly between five of the players.  Hil-
debrandt wants a team without 
selfish players, and believes if 
they can keep this up and grow 
as a team, they will be the ones to 
beat this year. 

“We have the opportunity to 
finish on top, everyone has their 
own personal talents, but every-
one has just got to work together 
and we will dominate on the 
floor,” Hildebrandt said. “Overall 
I think we have the best chance.”

The Rebels also beat Provi-
dence 65-42 in their season open-
er on Thursday, Oct. 21.

Kristen Young, a post for the 
Rebels, said the team looked good 

Rachelle Taylor
CONTRIBUTOR

in the opening couple games.
“We were very in tune with 

each other. We knew where we 
were going,” she said.

Although Young would like 
to see the Rebels reach their 
full potential, she said winning 
wasn’t everything.

“It’s about having fun before 
we head off into our real lives.  
Being out here and being active 
while we are finishing our educa-
tion, that’s what matters,” Young 
said.

The Rebels play next at Ca-
nadian Mennonite University 
against the rival Blazers on Nov. 
12. 

Rebels women start off on fire
Basketball team dominates against Providence College

Photo by Rachelle Taylor

When Red River College stu-
dents graduate from the creative 
communications program, they 
go on to become an assortment 
of different things: journalists, di-
rectors, consultants, professional  
wrestlers.  Wait, what?

Chris ‘Y2J’ Jericho was 17 
years old when he was accepted 
into CreComm, though back then 
instructors were calling out Chris 
Irvine during roll call, and not 
his internationally recognized 
stage name.  

Irvine had dreams of being a 
professional wrestler, and upon 
finishing high school, applied 
to a wrestling school in Midni-
pore, Alberta.  Only 17, he was 
informed he would have to wait 
until he was at least 18 years old 
before he could start his formal 

training.  Faced with a year to 
kill, Irvine enrolled in CreComm 
and sidelined wrestling for post-
secondary school.

Irvine completed the pro-
gram with a journalism major, 
but instead of chasing a job in 
that field, he picked up his wres-
tling dream right where he left 
it.  Before long he was living and 
wrestling in Mexico, and after 
that took his wrestling passion to 
Japan.  He was recognized all over 
those countries, as well as the 
United States and Canada, for his 

wrestling ability, impressive work 
ethic and unmatched charisma, 
all before his 25th birthday.

Irvine enjoyed success in Ex-
treme Championship Wrestling 
(ECW) and World Championship 
Wrestling (WCW) as well, before 
finally making his grand World 
Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) 
debut in 1999.  His heated rival-
ries with The Rock, Shawn Mi-
chaels, ‘Stone Cold’ Steve Austin 
and many others, are legendary 
in professional wrestling.  

When asked about his suc-
cess in the ring, Irvine attributes 
a lot of what got him to the top to 
what he learned in creative com-
munications.  From the camera 
exposure in Media Production, to 
the grammatical prowess learned 

Jordan Thompson
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in The Writer’s Craft, it all found 
a way to help him further his ex-
traordinary career.

On top of being one of the 
most successful professional 
wrestlers of all time, Irvine is a 
New York Times bestselling au-
thor, host of the game show Down-
fall, and front man of popular 
rock band Fozzy.  

They say a diploma in cre-
ative communications is just a 
stepping-stone for whatever you 
want to make of it.  And after 
watching this journalism major 
call his opponent a ‘parasite,’ 
smash him in the face with a steel 
chair, and put him in the Walls of 
Jericho until he frantically taps 
for mercy, it’s certainly not hard 
to believe.

From RRC to WWE
CreComm alumnus finds unlikely career

Photo from Flickr: Big Ed’s Photos
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The Red River Rebels men’s 
basketball team is out to a blazing 
start to the season, after improv-
ing their overall record to 2-0 fol-
lowing a second win against the 
Providence College Freemen. 

The Rebels were down four 
after the first quarter, but never 
looked back after the second. 
They ended up winning the game 
86-63. This was the second win 
against the Freemen in the two-
game series played over three 
days as the Rebels rolled over 
Providence 79-67 on Thursday 
night.

 “It was a team effort, I don’t 
think we really had one guy step 
up and spark us; we just had a 
bunch of guys that really worked 
hard on defence,” said head coach 
Sukhvir Singh.

Singh said all team members 
have been contributing fairly 
equally when it comes to scoring 
points.

“I don’t think this year we 
are going to have more than one 
guy that scores more than 20-25 
points, but there are a few who 
have the potential to,” he said.

Graeme Fardoe led the team 
with 12 points and likes how the 
team is looking this year. 

“It’s fun, everyone is enjoying 
it, and we’re winning,” he said.

But he still sees room for im-
provement.

“It was more effort than any-
thing else, but we still could’ve 
executed better.” 

Singh added that improving 
on their passing game is a must, 
along with working on getting 
the ball to their big guys down 
low. Singh wants to limit the Reb-
els’ “sloppy” play and slow starts 
as much as possible, and his the-
ory to fix them is practice, prac-
tice, practice. 

 “We want to win again. We 
want to be back in the finals. We 
want a three-peat,” said Singh 
about his goals for the season.

The game was fast-paced 
with non-stop action until the 
end. The Rebels bench outnum-
bered the Freemen’s as one of 
their players was taken out in 
Thursday’s game due to a rolled 
ankle. The coach of the Freemen 
vented his frustration and an-
ger in the final quarter when he 
threw his notepad against the 
brick wall after the home team 
kept tallying the up points. 

The Rebels’ next regular sea-
son game comes against archrival 
Canadian Mennonite University 
on Nov. 12 at  CMU.

Evan Paterson
CONTRIBUTOR

Rebels men off 
to promising 
start
Rebels men’s basketball team 
sweeps two-game series

The brand new MTS Iceplex 
has been open for nearly two 
months and already the centre is 
abuzz with activity.

“It’s been incredibly busy,” 
said Dean Court, programming 
manager at the Iceplex, located 
at 3969 Portage Avenue, just past 
the Perimeter Highway.

From five-year-old skaters to 
the Manitoba Moose, everyone is 
starting to flock over to the mas-
sive 172,000 square-foot facility 
that houses four NHL regulation-
sized rinks.

Court said the Iceplex will 
sell about 20,000 hours of ice 
over the next year, for players of 
all levels.

“We’re providing ice to all 

these guys and allocating it for 
a fair and equal balanced sched-
ule for everyone, so that every-
one has an opportunity to get in 
the building and experience the 
hockey here,” said Court.

That’s a pretty difficult thing 
to do considering the amount 
that goes on there. The Manitoba 
Moose use the Iceplex as their 
practice facility and The MJHL’s 
Winnipeg South Blues also call 
the Iceplex home. 

The Iceplex also hosts the 
Manitoba Men’s Hockey League, 
and countless AAA, AA, and high 
school hockey games.   And don’t 
forget the restaurant and sports 
bar.  Basically, you could spend an 
entire day at the Iceplex.

Nathan Howard plays for the 
Blues and, like many others, is 
impressed with the facility.

“Well I gotta say, we have a 
brand new dressing room and it’s 
beautiful,” said Howard.

Howard spent some time 

playing in Alberta last year, but 
says the Iceplex has some of the 
best ice he’s ever played on.

“The ice is actually nice and 
soft,” said Howard.  “I like soft ice. 
You can cut a lot harder.”

Court wants all players plus 
all spectators to have an enjoyable 
experience.

“Our mandate is providing 
superior customer service,” said 
Court. “People don’t judge you by 
what you say you do, they judge 
you by what you do and we want 
to deliver.”

And the future for the Ice-
plex is definitely bright according 
to Court.

 “In about two [or] three years 
from now, we want to be known 
as one of the top centres of excel-
lence in Central Canada so that 
people from all around North 
America want to come to our 
building and enjoy it.”

Iceplex heats up
State-of-the-art hockey facility open for business

Kevin Hirschfield
SPORTS BEAT REPORTER

Photo courtesy of MTS Iceplex
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Angus vs. 
Hirsch

With so many sports going on in the month of 
November, what are you paying most attention to?

Angus:
This November, my undivided attention will be on NHL hockey. 
I waited all summer for the season to begin and now that it has, 
I’m sure as hell going to watch it. There are marquee games night 
after night as teams begin their hunt for the playoffs and division 
titles. Hockey season means there’s something to watch every 
single night. I’ve always been a fan of NFL football but I don’t 
like waiting a whole week to watch my favourite team play. Every 
game during the NHL season is important. The New York Rangers 
missed the playoffs by one game last year. Don’t underestimate 
the effect one single NHL game can have on the entire season. 
These games are important and I will be watching. 

Hirsch:
I’m a big hockey fan too but it’s too early to start taking the NHL 
seriously. Too many mediocre teams get off to hot starts but 
then fade off come January and February.  Angus, NOVEMBER 
IS FOOTBALL SEASON! Whether it’s the NFL, or the NCAA, or 
the CFL, their playoff lives are on the line every game beginning 
now. The CFL is into playoff mode, the 32 NFL teams continue 
their quest for one of 12 playoff spots, and the 119 NCAA teams 
fight for two spots in a championship game decided by a bogus 
computer. Angus, I’ve questioned you as a sports fan before but 
now I’m really starting to think you have no idea what’s going on.  
So “sit the puck down” and start watching football.

What is your favourite sports television theme 
song?

Hirsch:
This might be the hardest question I’ve ever answered. I’ll be the 
first to admit I get a little too excited when hearing sports TV 
themes. After intensive research,  I have decided the best theme 
song is the current NFL on CBS theme. Sure, I love the sappy soft 
golf themes and I love the upbeat hockey themes. But the NFL 
on CBS theme is magic. It’s got energy, it’s heavy, and it can get 
virtually anybody pumped up. In fact, any sports theme used 
by CBS is incredible. It’s come to a point where every Sunday 
when I’m watching football, I have to be calmed down because 
this theme gets me so pumped up. Isn’t that what you want as a 
sports fan?  

Angus:
Hirsch is finally right about something, this is a very tough 
question to answer. However, there is one theme that resonates 
in my mind as the best ever. The NHL on ESPN theme music. The 
day that ESPN National Hockey Night was taken off the air was a 
very sad one because its theme song is the best ever. It’s upbeat, 
powerful and it makes me want to watch hockey. Before a big 
playoff game, nothing could compare to ESPN’s theme music 
followed by the legendary voice of Gary Thorne greeting us for 
another exciting hockey game. I’m getting chills just thinking 
about it. 

Don’t let the number of 
teams confuse you, soccer in the 
Manitoba Colleges Athletic Con-
ference is doing quite well. 

MCAC soccer consists of four 
schools in the men’s league and 
just three in the women’s league. 
Despite the small number of 
teams, there is much optimism 
for the life of the world’s most-
played sport in the MCAC.

Dalen Kroeker, who is in his 
eighth year as soccer convener 
for the MCAC, is happy with the 
status of soccer in the conference. 

“Soccer is doing well,” he 
said. “It’s well-established and 
there’s very, very high-quality 
coaches in the league.” 

One of these quality coaches 
is Pedro Daza, coach of the Uni-
versity of Winnipeg Wesmen.

The University of Winnipeg 
(U of W) was a new addition to 
the MCAC this year and they took 
the league by storm in their inau-
gural season. Both the men’s and 
women’s teams went unbeaten 
on their way to championships in 
their respective leagues.

Daza, who, along with Mick 
Gale, coaches the Wesmen men’s 
team, thinks U of W’s addition to 
MCAC soccer and dominance this 
past season is a good thing for 
the conference. 

“I think if the other teams 
take it with the right approach 
it will force them to prepare bet-
ter,” he said. “Maybe it will make 
them try to attract more players 
to their program.” 

The Wesmen recruited two 
players from England this sum-
mer to help them in their pursuit 

of a championship. Adam Brom-
ley and fellow midfielder Scott 
Ansell are their two recruits.

Kroeker also sees the Wes-
men’s dominance as a positive. 

“I think that was a very good 
thing for the conference to raise 
the calibre of play and raise the 
expectations within the confer-
ence,” he said. 

Fresh off his championship, 
Gaza sees nothing wrong with 
the current state of MCAC soccer. 

“I think the competition is 
good, the only reason I think that 
we dominated is because we’re 
a university and we have more 
players to choose from,” he said. 
“It would be nice to have more 
teams but I don’t see anything 
wrong with the amount of teams 

we have now.”
Although Gaza is content 

with the number of competing 
schools, an increase is a definite 
possibility according to Kroeker.  
For those wanting to see a Red 
River Rebels soccer team hit the 
turf in the near future, Kroeker 
brings some good news. 

“Some schools don’t have 
a soccer team playing currently 
but they are looking at moving in 
that direction.” 

The 2010 MCAC soccer cham-
pionships were held at Providence 
College on Oct. 23 and 24 and saw 
the Wesmen men’s team beat 
Providence College 6-4 and the 
women’s team also beat the host 
school by a score of 10-0 in the fi-
nals.

Sean Angus
CONTRIBUTOR
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MCAC soccer 
thriving despite 
small pool of 
teams

Alive and 
kicking
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Move over Big Mac, there’s 
a new sandwich in town – if you 
can call it that.  KFC’s infamous 
Double Down made its debut in 
Canada Oct. 18 and will be on sale 
until Nov. 14, but the sandwich is 
not a part of a healthy diet.  

Two slices of fried chicken 
with two pieces of bacon, pepper 
jack cheese and colonel’s sauce 

sans bun makes it hard to call the 
Double Down a sandwich.

Despite the hype and popu-
larity, the Double Down has been 
raising eyebrows amongst health 
experts across North America 
since its release earlier this year.  
According to KFC.com, an Origin-
al Recipe Double Down contains 
540 calories, 32 grams of fat and 

1,380 mg of sodium.  The aver-
age adult should be consuming 
around 1,500 mg daily, accord-
ing to Health Canada. Dietician 
Tenille Sonnichsen warns too 
much sodium increases blood 
pressure.  And that’s not all there 
is to consider.

“It’s quite a bit of calories for 
one sandwich,” Sonnichsen said. 
“That’s a lot of calories with not 
much nutrition.”

Sonnichsen also warns the 
fat levels are quite high, espe-
cially the roughly 10 grams of 
saturated fats, which are associ-
ated with heart disease.  She said 
people should only eat fast foods 

Debating the Double Down

Jaremy Ediger
CONTRIBUTOR

Dietician warns consumers to be cautious before ordering the Double Down

As people mill around with 
poppies pinned to their coats, 
what better time to look back and 
remember the men and women 
who made it possible for us to 
enjoy the many freedoms we have 
today?

The Portage & District Arts 
Centre featured a war brides ex-
hibit by Calgary-based artist Bev 
Tosh, the daughter of a war bride. 

The exhibition that ran from 
Aug. 24 to Oct. 30 was a unique 
way of showing people an impor-
tant part of our history. 

War Brides: One-Way Pas-
sage is an exhibit that has toured 
throughout Canada, the United 
States and New Zealand. Eighty 
oil-painted portraits of war brides 
on four-foot-tall planks of wood 
are displayed. They are all taken 

from pictures of brides on their 
wedding day. This is the first time 
the exhibit has been shown in 
Manitoba. 

“It had amazing traffic. 
There were 1,500 visitors through 
here – the highest traffic we’ve 
had for any exhibition. Twenty-
five of them were war brides. 
They were thrilled that this exhi-
bition was in Manitoba,” said Lori 
Blight, arts promotion coordina-
tor for the Portage & District Arts 
Centre.

One of the brides featured 
in the exhibit, Winnie Field, is a 
Brandon resident hailing from 
England. Winnie met her hus-
band, Clifford, in London while 
he was stationed overseas during 
the Second World War. 

“We met in a pub and it went 
from there,” she said.

Field and her husband Clif-
ford were married a year later 
and Clifford returned to Canada 
in 1946, when the war was over. 

Field and their one year-old 
daughter joined him six months 
later. 

“We got a hospital ship to 
Canada. It was crowded and took 
us nine days. You could hear the 
engines 24 hours a day,” she re-
called.

Once in Canada she took a 
train and it stopped near an army 
base while she was in the wash-
room. 

“My husband got on the 
train and asked if there were any 
war brides on it. They said there 
were two. He saw a woman hold-
ing our daughter and said ‘that’s 
my baby but that’s not my wife,’ 
then I came out of the bathroom. 
I saw him and I screamed and 
cried and we kissed and hugged. 
That was my first standing ova-
tion here in Canada.”

As a war bride, Field had to 
adjust to life in Canada. 

“It was tough and I couldn’t 
cook. I couldn’t even boil water,” 

War brides 
remembered
The women of war

Jen McDonald
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she said, “but you had to do it – 
and I did it. I milked cows, fed 
chickens, the only thing I can’t 
do is bake cookies.”

Field’s jovial tune changes to 
disappointment, however, when 
she speaks about how Canadian 
children know so little about the 
war and the part that their ances-
tors played in it. 

“I went to talk in a school and 
the kids didn’t know anything 
about what their grandfathers 
did. One little boy knew that his 
grandpa was in the war. I told 
him to go home and ask him to 
get his grandpa to tell him some 
stories. In Holland each child has 
a soldier’s grave to look after….in 
Canada our kids don’t even know 
what their grandfathers did.”

 The Portage & District Arts 
Center is a public gallery. There 
is no charge for admittance. The 
next exhibit, Wood n’ Needles, 
runs from Nov. 2 - Dec. 23.

like the Double Down once in a 
while and should consider the re-
percussions before doing so.

Even officials at Yum! Restau-

rants Canada, the company that 
operates KFC, recognizes how un-
healthy the new menu item is.

“We wouldn’t recommend 
consumers eat this all the time,” 
Dan Howe, chief marketing officer 
for Yum!, told The Canadian Press. 

“But it’s an occasional indulgent 
eat that consumers will love.”
Howe also told Global Television 
KFC was only responding to de-
mand by bringing the puck size 
sandwich to Canada. 

Despite warnings like those 
from Sonnichsen and Howe, the 
Double Down sold out in many 
locations within hours of its re-
lease.  Eli Penner went to KFC for 
the first time in over ten years to 
see what the hype was all about.

“The Double Down was kind 
of disappointing,” Penner said. “It 
was about half the size I expected 
and there was a lack of flavour.  It 
didn’t even taste like chicken.”

 

Photo by Caitlin MacGregor

It’s quite a bit of 
calories for one 

sandwich
-Tenille Sonnichsen,

Health Canada Dietic
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Local dancers looking to strut their stuff are in luck.
Co-founded by Romeo Suban of Un1te Dance Com-

pany and Stephen Hua of Soundwave Entertainment, the 
crew vs. crew battle Reprezent Hip Hop Dance Competi-
tion will be in Winnipeg on Nov. 20. 

For the past three years, Reprezent has been bringing 
in crews from MTV’s Randy Jackson Presents: America’s 
Best Dance Crew so Winnipeg dance crews can open for 
them. Crews like Jabbawockeez, Super Cr3w, SoReal Cru, 
Fanny Pak, Wow Wow Wee and Supreme Soul have all been 
featured in the Reprezent Showcase.

But this year, Reprezent is turning the showcase into 
a competition with a cash prize of $1,000. Six crews are 
registered to compete at Tec Voc High School: Floor Es-
sence, Synergy Dance Production, The Project Company, 
Kid Bro, Stoney Brook Dance Co. and Bucc N Flvr.

“I enjoy doing what I love, and I wanted to give back,” 
said Suban, 25, when asked what inspired him to create 
a competition with a cash prize. “Some people thought I 
was crazy to give a cash prize.” 

 The winning dance crew will be chosen by a panel 
of judges (including Winnipeg’s Sofia Costantini, who was 
in the 2004 blockbuster Shall We Dance) and a live voting 
audience.

Suban explains the competition is affordable and 
any crew can enter. 

“I want to give others the opportunity to do what 
they love,” said Suban, who has had a five-year goal to 
create a national competition. “Young people can do 
something good through dance.” 

This year Reprezent’s goal was to get local and 
national crews to come out and share their gift, style 
and art, as well as to compete and learn something new 
from other crews and dancers.

Dancers are expected to come from Manitoba and 
Ontario for the competition. Canadian dancers who 
had a crew, loved to dance and were 14 years or over 
had to submit a video by Sept. 30 in order to be eligible 
to compete. 

“I auditioned for fun,” said Victoria Bromley who 
will be competing with Un1te Dance this year. “It’s my 
haven after being a studio dancer all my life.” 

Bromley participated in the showcase last year and 
explains she’s not in it for the cash.

“I was in awe of the talent. It’s not about the com-
petition; it’s more of a night of sharing.”  

Crew vs. crew
Dance competition takes city by storm

Brittany May
CONTRIBUTOR
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Alright students, it’s time for me to spread a little 
knowledge-butter on your brain-toast:

As a student myself, I know it can be tough keep-
ing up with your studies while maintaining a rich 
personal life…without suffering from extreme levels 
of stress and anxiety. Some students, especially those 
with large workloads, might find themselves becom-
ing more and more stressed as the assignments and ob-
ligations pile up. A student might, for example, realize 
at the last minute he has completely forgotten to write 
his column for The Projector, because he’s been so busy 
with school assignments. Such a situation could lead 
to some pretty serious stress.

Fifty years ago, however, this would not necessar-
ily have been considered a problem because doctors 
didn’t know yet that stress could lead to poor health. 
Had you have complained of a stress-related concern, 
he or she probably would have laughed, called you a 
pussy and told you that you should try smoking more 
cigarettes.

Nowadays things are a little different – medical 
professionals know now that stress can lead to serious 
health problems like colds, weakened immune systems 
and venereal disease.

That’s why, this week, I want to share a couple tips 
on how to avoid stress.

1. Don’t volunteer to write a bi-weekly column for 
a student newspaper. This will cause you more hassle 
than it’s worth. It’s a thankless job and no fun at all. In 
most cases, every two weeks when your column is due, 
you’ll be locked in a rat-infested, feces-covered room 
in your school’s basement, where you will be forced 
to type out your column on an old typewriter which 
is missing half the letters. Every once in a while your 
editor will come in to beat you with a rubber hose (and 
feed the rats).

2. Take drugs.
Now when I say “take drugs” I don’t mean smoke 

the occasional joint. That’s just a given. What I mean 
is that you should ingest all the narcotics you can pos-
sibly find. Start by dropping a little acid – 15 or 16 hits 
should be enough to start. Next, smoke a bunch of 
meth, but try not to twitch a lot. Finally, go into the 
desert and eat a bunch of peyote. While you’re waiting 
for the peyote to kick in, rail a bunch of coke off an 
armadillo’s back. Then sit back and wait for the stress 
to melt away.

I hope that helped. See you in the desert.

The Projector    MONDAY  11/08/10
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Beginning Saturday, Nov. 13, 
the Winnipeg Symphony Orches-
tra (WSO) will be holding its first 
of four Dinner and a Symphony 
events of the 2010/2011 season 
at the Centennial Concert Hall.  
But while efforts are being made 
to bring out students, many just 
aren’t that interested.

According to the WSO’s ex-
ecutive director Trudy Schroeder, 
the main principle behind the 
event is convenience. 

“You park once and you get 
to experience great food, great 

music, and you get to meet some 
interesting people.”    

There are four evenings 
planned between November and 
March. Each evening, gourmet 
meals will be catered by one of 
three Winnipeg restaurants: Ami-
ci, Fude Inspired Cuisine & Wine 
Bar and Bergmann’s on Lombard.  

“Each night has a themed 
menu and [during the dinner] 
the chef discusses how the music 
inspired his choices,” said Schro-
eder. 

Students receive a discount 

on admission. For $15 students re-
ceive a ticket to the symphony and 
then pay the restaurants fixed 
rate of $60 for the meal.  The over-
all savings for students is $10 plus 
they get the best seats available in 
the Concert Hall. The $85-paying 
non-students are mainly seated in 
section four – which is on the sec-
ond balcony. 

Despite the student discount, 
the price of admission may not be 
the deciding factor as to whether 
or not students attend.

“I’m really just not that into 
the symphony,” said University of 
Winnipeg student Riley McDon-
ald. “If I was trying to impress a 
girl, however, [the Dinner and a 
Symphony] would be perfect.” 

Schroeder agrees the Dinner 
and a Symphony could be con-
sidered a “smart date” and sug-
gests the WSO’s Valentine’s Day 

Tim Horn
CONTRIBUTOR

Sounds delish, but is it for 
students?
WSO’s Dinner and a Symphony gets mixed reviews

The second floor of aceart-
inc. was full of life as the city’s 
Eritrean community welcomed 
friends and family with a tradi-
tional coffee ceremony for the 
official opening of Picturing a 
Bright Future: The Eritrean Wom-
en’s Photography Project, Oct. 23.

The Eritrean Community 
in Winnipeg Inc. along with the 
Winnipeg Arts Council (WAC) 
teamed up to produce the sev-

enth project for WAC’s Public Art 
Program WITH ART. 

“Through this program art-
ists are matched with communi-
ty groups to work on community 
identity, issues and shared goals 
through the development of an 
art project,” said Tricia Wasney, 
public art manager of the WAC. 
“For each project, the impact is 
multiplied as other people be-
come involved in the artwork 

either as participants or later as 
viewers. The community is so in-
volved and makes decisions along 
with the artist – the sense of own-
ership is huge.”

Sarah Crawley, the artist 
chosen through WITH ART, is a 
Winnipeg-based photographer 
who has been an active member 
in the visual art community in 
Winnipeg. Crawley, whose work 
has been shown across Canada, 
photographed the lives of recent-
ly immigrated and mostly single-
parent women from Eritrea – a 
small country in the North East 
corner of Africa.

Crawley mentored the partic-
ipants through the art of photog-
raphy by helping them develop 
the pictures in dark rooms and 
by letting them choose which pic-
tures were displayed in the end. 
Side by side, despite language 
barriers, they worked on the proj-
ect together. The outcome was a 
display of beautiful images and a 
newly found sense of creativity, 
confidence and empowerment 

for the participants. 
Lambros Kyriakakos, presi-

dent of the board of the Eritrean 
Community in Winnipeg Inc. 
Said the project is empowering to 
participants.

“Photographs are an easy ve-
hicle of cultural communication. 
These women are in a new envi-
ronment raising their children 
alone. This project gives them 
the opportunity to reveal the 
strengths inside them.”

Crawley expressed sadness 
at the project’s end when she 
was presented with a gift from 
the Eritrean women she has been 
working with for months at the 
exhibit’s opening.

When the ribbon was cut, 
eager viewers poured into the dis-
play room where pictures along 
the walls created a window into 
the lives of the 13 Eritrean wom-
en. 

Guests of the exhibit were 
then invited to sample tradition-
al Eritrean foods.

Dinner and Symphony (Feb. 12) 
as an example. “There is a Valen-
tine’s themed romantic dinner 
and a romantic concert. It’s really 
the smart Valentine’s date,” said 
Schroeder.

University of Manitoba stu-
dent Shay Brunet, on the other 
hand, disagrees with McDonald’s 
lack of enthusiasm for the WSO. 
She finds the Dinner and a Sym-
phony intriguing.

“Honestly me and my friends 
are tired of the same old bars. 
I wouldn’t mind experiencing 
some culture,” she said.     

The Winnipeg Symphony Or-
chestra’s Dinner and a Symphony 
events are being held Nov. 13, Jan. 
22, Feb. 12 and Mar. 5.  For tick-
ets call the WSO patron services 
office (949-3999). Be sure to let 
them know if you are a student. 

Compiled by 
Jeremy Giacomin

Batman 3 gets official title
The third installment of 

Christopher Nolan’s Batman 
franchise has been given an of-
ficial name: The Dark Knight 
Rises. But it will not be in 3-D, 
according to comicbokmovie.
com. With studio pressure to 
make the film 3-D, Nolan was 
adamant against the idea, 
fearing it would take away 
from the series overall. Most of 
the previous actors will be re-
turning to the film including 
Christian Bale, Michael Caine, 
Morgan Freeman and Gary 
Oldman. The only question 
left on everybody’s mind is 
who the villain will be. Nolan 
has denied rumors about Jo-
seph Gordon-Levitt being cast 
as the Riddler. Giving their 
expected filming location in 
New Orleans, one can assume 
Killer Croc may be a potential 
villain.  Nolan has also been 
rumored to be looking for a 
female lead, meow! The film 
is expected to hit theaters July 
20, 2012.

Charlie Sheen being Charlie 
Sheen

So it seems after doing 
so well sorting out his affairs, 
family, career, etc, Charlie 
Sheen has reverted back to his 
wilder days. Sheen was seen 
with his wife and children ear-
ly in the day on Oct. 26, then 
allegedly invited an escort up 
to his suite at the Plaza Hotel 
in New York City, reported 
the New York Post and CNN. 
However, things turned ugly 
when police were called to the 
hotel to attend to a reported 
“emotionally disturbed per-
son.” He’s claiming the whole 
outburst was a result of an 
allergic reaction to some pre-
scription medicine. Sheen was 
then taken to hospital, but is 
now back at work on the TV 
series Two and a Half Men and 
doing fine. 

Arcade Fire goes live on a 
Saturday Night

The Montreal indie rock 
band will make its second ap-
pearance on the NBC sketch 
comedy show Saturday Night 
Live on Nov. 13, reported CTV.  
Hosting the show will be ac-
tress Scarlett Johansson who 
is also making her second 
appearance on the show. A 
guitar-smashing performance 
in 2007 saw the Grammy-
nominated band performed 
“Intervention” and “Keep the 
Car Running” – two tracks off 
their second album Neon Bi-
ble. The last time Arcade Fire 
was on the show they made a 
cameo in a Digital Short en-
titled Business Meeting along-
side a giant turkey sub and a 
character by the name of cap-
tain pajama shark.

Photo by Brian Bulos

Captured beauty

Brian Bulos
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WAC’s Public Art Program 
WITH ART builds strength in 
the Eritrean community




