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WRITE FOR US

The Projector is the official newspaper of 
Red River College and is published by the Red 
River College Students’ Association (RRCSA) ev-
ery second Monday. The Projector is a member of 
the Canadian University Press (CUP), a national 
organization of student newspapers. Opinions 
expressed in The Projector do not necessarily 
reflect those of the students’ association or Red 
River College. All material is herein copyrighted 
to The Projector, its contributors, and the RRCSA.

Anyone can write for The Projector, and Red 
River College students are encouraged to con-
tribute. Simply pitch or submit an article to the ap-
propriate section editor or join our contributors’ 
list. Though we will consider all submissions, due 
to space restrictions, The Projector cannot guar-
antee that all articles received will be published. 
If you wish to respond to something you’ve read 
in this issue, letters to the editor can be emailed 
to editor@rrcsa.com. To ensure your chances 
of being published, letters should strive to be 
around 150 to 200 words in length. The Projec-
tor reserves the right to edit all submissions for 
length, as well as stylistic, grammatical, and legal 
guidelines. The Projector also reserves the right 
to reprint submissions at any time, in both writ-
ten and electronic formats. The Projector will not 
publish content that it deems to be racist, sexist, 
or otherwise hateful or prejudiced.
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The bottled  
water problem

Amidst national debate on the legiti-
macy of banning bottled water in post-sec-
ondary and other institutions, Red River 
College is looking into how to deal with 
the issue on campus. But some say they are 
not moving fast enough to be effective.

March 10, 2011 was Bottled Water 
Free Day across Canada, a day of advoca-
cy against bottled water. Many campuses 
across the country, including the Univer-
sity of Winnipeg, have committed to ban-
ning the sale of bottled water.

Recently there has been a push to en-
courage the RRC administration and Stu-
dents’ Association to consider this option.

The Red River College Eco-Committee 
made a presentation to the Student Asso-
ciation’s Student Advisory Board about po-
tentially banning bottled water on campus.

In addition to concerns about the envi-
ronmental damage the production of bot-
tled water causes, Raimey Gallant, chair of 
the Exchange District Campus chapter of 
the Eco-Committee, says the sale of bottled 
water encroaches on the global idea of 
free and accessible water as a basic human 
right.

“I’d really like for people to start think-
ing of this as being a human rights issue 
instead of just an environmental issue,” 
she said. “Allowing corporations to com-
moditize our scarce resources sends the 
message to them that we’re ok with them 
controlling our future.”

The college and Students’ Association 
have formed a bottled water committee to 
look into the issue on campus. They are 

currently administering a random survey, 
in person and via email, to students and 
staff about how they feel about water ac-
cessibility on campus, including the num-
ber of water bottle refill stations available. 
The results are expected in the next two 
months.

“We wanted to engage as many stu-
dents and staff as possible to see what they 
think about bottled water at this school,” 
said Sara MacArthur, RRC’s manager of sus-
tainability.

But Gallant is concerned the results 
will be too long in coming, pushing any 
real change to the next academic year and 
possibly undoing progress made with the 
current SA executive.

“That’s a great disappointment for 
me,” she said.

WANT TO WRITE FOR  

THE PROJECTOR?

Know of a story on campus we 

should be covering?  

Let us know!

Help us make our  

college newspaper better.  

Email : 

EDITOR@RRCSA.CA 

for more info on contributing  

or to give us story tips.

CALL FOR BOARD MEMBER

Want to get involved in shaping  

the future of The Projector?  

We are looking for one  

Notre Dame Campus student  

to sit on the newly-formed  

Projector Publications  

Advisory Board,  

which is working on important 

projects such as creating a web-

site for The Projector.

Interested? 

To volunteer or for more info,  

email: editor@rrcsa.ca

Sandy Klowak 
EDITOR IN CHIEF

College, SA look into water issues on 
campus, but process may be too slow
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AND 7
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By-elections 
missing?

Red River College students 
pay up to $90 in Students’ Asso-
ciation fees per term. But did you 
know that two of the four mem-
bers of the RRCSA executive were 
not elected to their current posi-
tions?

At the 2010 SA elections, 
Stephen Pratt was re-elected as 
president and Danielle Funk, Ta-
nia Czemerynski and Nikki Har-
ris were elected vice-presidents. 
But Pratt resigned his position in 
the summer and Funk took over 
his role as president. Alex Haas, a 
member of the student advisory 
board, which is not elected by the 
student body, was appointed to 
replace Funk as VP academic.

The SA followed the current 
bylaws during the shift, which 
state that in the event the presi-
dent’s position becomes vacated, 
it shall be filled by one of the VPs 
as selected by the board. Simi-
larly, if any of the VP positions 
become vacant, they should be 
filled by a member of the student 
advisory board. 

While all the rules were fol-
lowed, the lack of student consul-
tation begs the questions - should 
the students have had a say?

The University of Manitoba 
Students’ Association bylaws 
state that, if the president resigns 
before Oct. 1, or about halfway 
through term, a by-election is 
held as soon as possible to replace 
him or her. If the president re-
signs after Oct. 1, a VP is elected 
to the position by the student ad-
visory board. If a VP resigns, no 
by-election is held. Instead, the 

president will nominate someone 
from the student advisory board 
to fill the position.

Jason van Rooy, the Univer-
sity of Manitoba chief returning 
officer, says he thinks, whenever 
possible, the president should be 
chosen by the students.

“The president should be 
elected because they get to ap-
point people. They’re the mouth-
piece of the organization – the 
face of the student body. I would 
even argue our bylaws could even 
extend the Oct. 1 date. It’s that 
important.”

At the University of Win-
nipeg, a by-election is called in 
September if a member of the 
executive (the president or one 
of the three vice-presidents) steps 
down prior to or at the beginning 
of the fall session. If a member of 
the executive were to step down 
between the by-election period 
(September/October) and the elec-
tion period (February/March), 
they are not replaced – rather, 
their responsibilities are split 
up amongst other members of 
the executive. In other words, all 
of the executive members of the 
UWSA are elected by the student 
body.

Steve Nachtigall, the execu-
tive director of the RRCSA, says 
the bylaws are not set in stone 
and could be changed if it mat-
tered to RRC students.

“It just hasn’t been an issue 
with the students to this point. 
We haven’t heard anything from 
them. But we’re here to do what 
the students want, so if there are 
something in the bylaws that 
should be changed, we’ll change 
them. It’s (the students’) deci-
sion,” he said.

Students can voice their 
concerns to SA president Dani-
elle Funk by calling 632-2474 or 
emailing sa_president@rrc.mb.ca

Kim Lawson
NEWS BEAT REPORTER

New greenhouses attract big 
wigs

 
Red River College’s im-

pressive new facilities brought 
two ministers to visit on 
March 15. 

 The Honourable Steven 
Fletcher, federal minister of 
state for democratic reform 
and the Honourable Diane 
McGifford, provincial minis-
ter of advanced education and 
literacy, stopped in at RRC’s 
Notre Dame Campus to see 
the school’s new eco-friendly 
additions.

 The two ministers toured 
the school’s new 2,900 square-
metre landscape construction 
shop and two new greenhous-
es. 

 Both the provincial and 
federal government helped 
fund the expansion, each giv-
ing $525,000 through the 
Knowledge Infrastructure 
Program, in hopes of provid-
ing students with a venue for 
hands-on training.

 The total cost of the proj-
ect was $1,050,000.

College gets cash

Red River College is ben-
efiting from a $5.9 million 
investment into Manitoba’s 
aerospace, transportation 
and manufacturing sectors, 
according to an RRC press re-
lease.

The federal government’s 
Western Economic Diversifica-
tion division pledged $1.5 mil-
lion to expand the capabilities 
of Red River College’s existing 
Centre for Aerospace Training 
and Technology (CATT) and 
establish a new robotics train-
ing lab at the Notre Dame 
Campus.

The new lab will provide 
the aerospace industry with 
affordable access to the spe-
cialized robotics it needs to 
stay competitive and will in-
clude educational programs, 
addressing key labour and 
skill shortages identified by 
industry.

The other $4.4 million 
will go towards establishing a 
Centre for Non-Destructive In-
spection Technologies (CDNI), 
which will allow remote-ac-
cess to a network of non-de-
structive imaging equipment. 
The equipment allows compa-
nies to detect hidden flaws in 
materials more efficiently and 
with greater confidence with-
out damaging the materials.

Compiled by:  
Kim Lawson & Kiran Dhillon

The Red River College Stu-
dents’ Association elections are 
on their way, but this year, there’s 
a new twist.

Now RRC students will have 
the opportunity to vote for their 
future student representatives 
online. 

All voting will be done online 
during the voting period, begin-
ning on Monday April 4 at 10 a.m. 
It will run 24 hours a day for four 
days until April 7 at 3 p.m.

Rosa Medeiros, elections 
committee chair, said there will 
be no advanced polling because 
of the electronic voting.

Medeiros said students 
should expect instructions about 
the online voting process in their 
academic email in the weeks to 
come. 

 “There will be no paper vot-
ing, but online voting is much 
easier. It’s much less time-con-

suming,” she said. “Students just 
have to follow the link in their 
email and vote, instead of having 
to put in a paper vote in person.”

Every RRC student is eligible 
to vote, whether they are full 
time, part time, or distance edu-
cation students. 

The main motivation for on-
line voting is to encourage more 
students to vote. Last year there 
was a great increase in voter turn-
out and the SA hopes to beat that 
again this year. In 2010, over 866 
students voted, up from 2008 
where 423 students voted.  The SA 
is hoping, with the help of online 
voting, over 1000 students will 
vote this year. 

“I think voter turnout will 
be better. Students will be able to 
vote from home, even if they’re 
sick. It will also be easier for stu-
dents in rural campuses, so they 
don’t have to come down to the 
main campuses,” Medeiros said.

Marge Pfaff, the chief return-
ing officer for student elections 
at RRC, agreed that the main 
benefit of electronic voting is to 
make voting more accessible to 
all students.

Kiran Dhillon 
NEWS EDITOR

“For the farther campuses, 
it’s more accessible to them. It’ll 
be more convenient for the stu-
dents who are far from the main 
campuses, such as those at the 
Steinbach campus for example. 
In the past, students from the 
isolated campuses have not been 
able to vote unless they came to 
the main campus.”

The other thing to be noted 
about this year’s election is that 
the only position that’s going un-
contested is that of vice-president 
Princess Street. Last year, two po-
sitions went uncontested-- VP sup-

port services and president. 
Plaff said it is imperative that 

more than one candidate runs for 
each position.

“The student representatives 
are the ones that represent the 
students to government, other 
colleges, and to the community,” 
she said. “Each candidate has 
something different to bring to 
the table, which is important.”

Plaff reminded students that 
the only way to have their voices 
heard is to vote.

“It’s easy to complain about 
something, but if you don’t make 
the effort to vote, then it’s diffi-
cult to have a negative opinion,” 
she said. “We also want the peo-
ple who are elected to feel they 
are representing the majority of 
the student body.”

RRCSA elections
Candidates announced;  
SA gears up for online voting

THE NOMINEES

President:  
Danielle Funk, Alex Haas, and 
Simranjit Dhillon
VP academic:  
Dana Goulet and Nicholas Hook
VP princess street : 
Nikki Harris
VP support services:  
Tania Czemerynski and  
Kulwinder Singh Dhaliwal

See nominee profiles  
on pages 2, 6 and 7.

Photo by Jérémie Wookey
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Interactive Free Press Café set 
to open in Exchange
Venue welcomes connection with downtown, citizens, students

Sandy Klowak 
EDITOR IN CHIEF

The Winnipeg Free Press is 
coming back downtown after 20 
years.

Their News Café, the first of 
its kind in Canada, according to 
the Free Press, is set for its soft 
opening on March 21. The café is 
making its home in the Exchange 
District at 237 McDermot Ave.

 John White, deputy editor, 
online and the driving force be-
hind the project, is looking for-
ward to reconnecting to the city 
centre for the first time since the 
Free Press moved from its down-
town office to its location near 
McPhillips Street and Mountain 
Avenue 20 years ago.

“We’re looking to regain 
the connection with people that 
we lost when we moved to an in-
dustrial park to accommodate 
the new presses,” said White via 
email. “It’s also a physical rein-
vestment in the downtown area, 
and an acknowledgement that 
the Exchange is reaching a tip-
ping point to becoming a thriving 
community again.”

Managed by restaurateur 
Domenic Amatuzio, the café will 
serve a variety of food and drinks.

People will be welcome to 
come in, partake in food and 
drink, and interact with the jour-

nalists working out of the café.  
Free Press journalists will work 
there on rotation, taking a break 
from the main Free Press build-
ing.

“By reconnecting with the 
public on a personal level we’re 
going to re-establish relationships 
that were lost when we moved. 
We also want to improve trans-
parency in the age of social media 
openness and establishing an in-
teractive storefront is the logical 
first step,” White said.

According to White’s blog, 

the café will be home to inno-
vations such as a stage from 
which the Free Press will web-
cast various types of program-
ming and will be home to 
events such as book readings 
and small concerts. 

Having a journalistic pres-
ence so near Red River College 
presents exciting potential for 
the Exchange District Cam-
pus’s creative communications 
journalism program.

   “I’m hoping for frequent 

Come spring a new newspa-
per will hit Winnipeg newsstands. 

The Metro Canada Newspa-
per is launching Metro Winnipeg, 
a free daily newspaper, which ac-
cording to an article on newswire.
ca, targets youthful, active, and 
metropolitan residents between 
the ages of 18 and 49.  

The upcoming launch of the 
publication means more oppor-
tunities for aspiring journalists, 
particularly those in the creative 
communications program at Red 
River College.  

“This is good news for both 
journalists and journalism stu-
dents in Winnipeg,” said Duncan 
McMonagle, journalism instruc-
tor at Red River College and for-
mer editor of the Winnipeg Free 
Press. “There will be local jobs 
and freelance opportunities for 
stories and pictures.”

“The publication is geared to-
wards an audience the same age 
as college students and that will 
give them an advantage,” he said. 

The Metro is Canada’s  
No. 1 free national daily news-
paper brand, and currently pub-
lishes in Vancouver, Montreal, 
Toronto, Calgary, Edmonton, 
and Halifax. The paper is also the 
largest international newspaper 
in the world, publishing in 24 
countries globally including cit-
ies such as New York, Paris, Rome, 
and Hong Kong. 

Steve Shrout, the publisher 
for Metro Alberta, will also be 
working as the publisher for Met-
ro Winnipeg.

“I am delighted to lead this 
remarkable opportunity as we 
partner with the community of 
Winnipeg,” Shrout said in the 
newswire article. “We look for-
ward to offering a fresh urban 
news perspective in one of Cana-
da’s most vibrant prairie commu-
nities.”

With the addition of Metro 
Winnipeg, Canada’s nine Metro 
markets represent 53 per cent of 
Canada’s total population.   “Be-
yond the Metro, a new publica-
tion in Winnipeg means competi-
tion among other news mediums, 
and competition means expan-
sion for other local papers,” said 
McMonagle.   The Metro Winni-
peg will be launched on April 4, 
2011. In the meantime, you can 
follow the publication on Twitter 
@metrowinnipeg.

Dani Finch  
CONTRIBUTOR

Print 
journalism 
in the  
‘Peg gets  
a boost 
Metro Winnipeg 
means jobs for  
journalists and 
journalism  
students alike

COMPILED BY
Mike Choi

CAMPUS CHATTER
Proposed parking fee hike 

Any price increase I don’t agree 
with. We’re students who don’t 
have a lot of disposable income. 
That’s why even if I had a car, 
I wouldn’t drive it, it’s too 
much money. I’m from Ottawa 
and parking anywhere is free 
anytime after six, which is great.

- Andrew Lajeunesse,
applied accounting

I don’t think businesses will 
benefit at all, and they’ll 
probably have to start 
reimbursing their customers 
for parking. I was in a shop this 
week that was having problems 
with their clients because they 
didn’t want to come all the way 
down to the Exchange and have 
to deal with parking. It seems 
to me that this is just bad  
for business.

- Amanda Remond, 
graphic design

I wasn’t even aware about the 
raise in fees, though it won’t 
affect me too much because I 
get dropped off in the morning 
and bus home. But on the 
occasion I do have to drive, I’ll 
be less inclined to. I probably 
wouldn’t even take my car if 
I had to be at school for more 
than an hour.

-Ryan Kelly, business admin

Well I don’t think it’s fair to 
take a college, drop them in 
the middle of downtown, and 
then charge them up the ass 
for parking. I also feel sorry for 
the teachers who work here and 
have to pay for parking too. The 
only positive thing to come out 
of this would be that it might 
encourage people to carpool.

- Aurora Palas, graphic design

The city announced its proposed parking fee increase from $1 to $2 an hour until 5:30 p.m. 
and adding a $1 per hour charge until 8:30 p.m., in various downtown areas including parts 
of the Exchange District.

We asked RRC Exchange District Campus students how they felt about the hike.

interactions with Cre Comms 
going forward, both formal and 
informal. We want them to expe-
rience journalism alongside our 
team as they deliver, to give them 
a real sense of real-world, real-
time news delivery,” said White.  
“I’m also hoping the cafe becomes 
a frequent venue for lectures and 
media lab sessions.”

For more information, menu 
and updates, visit winnipegfree-
press.com/café.

Photo by Jérémie WookeyA look at the café’s interior as finishing touches are applied.
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See p.02 for the  
vice president 
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Nikki Harris
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Deconstructing the murse
Man bags and gender discrimination: not ok!

Considering Winnipeg’s 
weather, I wouldn’t blame you if 
you were still in a Sorel and par-
ka kind of mood.  This doesn’t 

mean, however, that you need to 
forget about the upcoming spring 
trends.  Here are a few top trends 
for spring so you can start updat-
ing your wardrobe!

Pastel and neutral colours
Sure, when you think of 

spring, you think colour.  Taking 
a step in a different direction, cer-

tain fashion powerhouses like 
Alexander Wang and Oscar de 
la Renta have opted for more 
pastels.  Colours like blush pink, 
periwinkle, and mint green 
have been seen on the runways 
and are perfect colours for both 
spring and summer.  A continu-
ing colour trend from the holi-
day season is neutrals.  Reliable 
tones such as sand, caramel, 
ivory and heather grey are per-
fect basics for your wardrobe.  
Take these colours and mix it 
up with sheer fabrics, metallics 
or black accents to dress it up 
for spring.

Dropped hems and lengthier 
pieces

For spring this year, lon-
ger is considered better.  Full 
skirts extending past the knee 
have been recurring pieces on 
the runway.  From silk, chiffon, 

Lennie  Eulalia
CONTRIBUTOR

and cotton blends, full skirts 
can give you either a casual or 
dressy look.  Not into skirts?  
Lose full-bodied jump suits, 
wide leg trousers and flared 
jeans are a few must-have pieces 
for spring.  Each of these pieces 
can be dressed up or down, mak-
ing them staples in your ward-
robe.

The Projector 

The man bag—a fashion 
enigma. Some call it a satchel, or 
a messenger bag, others a man 
purse, or the dreaded murse. This 
intriguing fashion accessory is 
certainly handy, yet any young 
man caught toting a shoulder 
bag even vaguely resembling a 
woman’s purse is inevitably in for 
the ribbing of his life. Those brave 
enough to continue wearing it 
will face this verbal abuse on an 
almost daily basis.

Two of our very own Projec-
tor staff happen to be sporting 

the fashionable murse this term. 
And you’d better believe the rest 
of us take every opportunity to 
mention it.

Both apparently got them as 
gifts, and both are, not surpris-
ingly, adamant about their bags’ 
legitimacy.

“It’s not a murse!” exclaims 
Sports Editor Keith McCullough 
when we taunt him. He prefers 
the less derogatory term ‘bro 
bag.’

“It’s a fuckin’ bag!” screeches 
Photo Editor Jérémie Wookey, 
who endures even harsher and 
more constant abuse (he deserves 
it, don’t you worry).

But all this hilarity at the 
expense of our friends got me 
thinking, why are we so harsh on 
men who want to carry shoulder 
bags? Purses are awesome—I don’t 
know what I’d do without mine. 
It’s a handy place to keep all sorts 

of essentials, not all of which 
could be considered ‘girly.’ Plus 
the bags that usually get marked 
as murses are ideal for laptops, 
notebooks and documents. Noth-
ing sissy about those. 

Why are we as a society deny-
ing men the right to enjoy their 
shoulder bags without discrimi-
nation? Why the gendered double 
standard, when women wearing 
traditional male apparel (pants, 
for example, though there may be 
more recent examples) has been 
widely accepted? 

I like to think of myself as 
pretty damn progressive when it 
comes to gender equality, yet I’m 
slinging murse slurs as loud as 
anyone else—time for some self-
reflection.

What exactly qualifies as 
a murse, anyway? Certainly no 
men’s bags are actually marketed 
as such. A quick Google search 

hints that no standard defini-
tion exists. Where did the idea 
come from? Why can’t a man 
bag just be a bag? Who was the 
first brave and unfortunate man 
to get called out on his shoulder 
bag-wearing ways? 

McCullough describes his 
bag as “a symbol of class and so-
phistication in a mass of shitty 
backpacks. I use it ‘cause I want-
ed to look a bit more professional 
in business settings and stuff,” he 
explains. “Backpacks aren’t really 
professional.”

And it’s true. If you want to 
ditch the high school-esque back-
pack but aren’t ready for the in-
tensity of a brief case, a shoulder 
bag is the happy medium. Unfor-
tunately for the men who endure 
the taunting, it can’t be particu-
larly happy. We really are teasing 
our fashion-forward men into a 
corner.

So next time you’re about 
to rag on a dude for his ‘satchel,’ 
take a moment. Ladies, consider 
how much we enjoy our right to 
wear a purse free from discrimi-
nation, and how all people, re-
gardless of gender, should have 
that right. Gentlemen, consider 
how much you secretly wish you 
had a ‘satchel’ too. It’s handy, it 
really is.

Sandy Klowak
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Why are we as a 
society denying men 

the right to enjoy their 
shoulder bags without 

discrimination?
-Sandy Klowak,

Editor in Chief, The 
Projector



03/21/11  MONDAY   The Projector

I’ve never been one to put 
much stock in physical appearanc-
es (obviously!). Case in point: until 
recently I had a mullet for almost 
two years. Now that’s misguided 
commitment if I’ve ever seen it! 
Outside of Transcona, it’s tough 
to find anyone who would submit 

themselves to that sort of punish-
ment or self abuse. But I genuine-
ly did not care. I thought it was 
funny. And since I was sporting it 
ironically, when people made fun 
of my hair it was really as if they 
were agreeing with me. 

As fun as it was to have for a 
while, cutting off my mullet was 
long overdue. I knew there would 
be a lot of consequences associ-
ated with freeing myself from un-
derneath the Kentucky waterfall 
that has cascaded onto my shoul-
ders for almost 24 months. For 
example, I am now far less likely 
to sing country music or have a 

daughter who smokes salvia on 
YouTube. This doesn’t come as 
a surprise. What I didn’t expect, 
however, was that some of the 
consequences of losing my “party 
in the back” might actually be 
negative. I didn’t realize (and I al-
most hate to say it) I might actu-
ally miss the damn thing!

Some of the unexpected con-
sequences of cutting off my mul-
let turned out to be far more dev-
astating than I could have ever 
imagined.

For example, while I had the 
mullet, I never had a problem 
with a cold head or neck. Now I 

can walk under a ceiling fan and 
have to take a four hour bath to 
recover from the severe chills I 
become stricken with.

Also, while I had my mul-
let, I was never lonely because 
at any given time there were at 
least three birds and two squir-
rels living in my horrible nest of 
hair. Now I’m lucky if I can find a 
single louse crawling around on 
my cold bare scalp.

I think the thing I’ll miss 
the most, however, was the su-
pernatural power I used to have 
over girls from Transcona. I used 
to be able to charm Transcona 

girls into anything with a single 
flick of the hair. (Not that this re-
ally came in handy, other than 
the occasional free side order of 
pancakes at the Smitty’s on Re-
gent or the occasional wink from 
ladies on the 47 bus. Even then, it 
was nice to know I had the power.) 
Now, however, I have to pay for my 
extra pancakes like every other 
mullet-less fool. Moreover, virtu-
ally no pregnant unwed teenage 
mothers even bat their heavily 
mascara’d eyelashes at me on the 
47 bus at all.

Thank god my hair grows 
fast. See you soon, T-Town Ladies! 

Jeremy Williamez
COLUMNIST

Are you single but either 
not ready or not willing to try 
a dating site? Social networking 
sites like Twitter, Facebook and 
Tumblr are another option for 
meeting new people. I’ve per-
sonally found social media is a 
great way to connect with peo-
ple in a more relaxed way. 

Based on my Tweets I’ve 
had offers for dates as far as New 
York and Chicago, but does it ac-
tually ever lead to anything? I 
threw it out there that I wanted 
to talk to someone who has met 
his or her significant other on 

Twitter and immediately got a 
response.   

Two years ago April was busy 
with school and wasn’t even look-
ing for anyone when she met her 
fiancée. They started following 
each other on Twitter and clicked. 
Eventually they exchanged email 
addresses and began chatting ev-
eryday for a few weeks on MSN 
before deciding to meet. 

“We were not actively look-
ing for love on Twitter. He fol-
lowed me and we really hit it off. 
It was completely random how it 
happened. You know what they 
say: the best way to find someone 
is when you’re not looking.”  

You can even follow @luvat-
firsttweet, a dating site connect-
ing singles through Twitter. It’s 
a fairly simple idea: They tweet 
questions, you answer through @ 
reply or direct message and they 

match singles based on their 
answers. For Twitter users it’s a 
way to build your profile on the 
go. 

A couple months ago I went 
to the Wonderful Wedding Show 
looking for brides that found 
love online. Several couples I 
talked to had met online but no 
one claimed to meet on a dating 
site. Some people said they met 
on Facebook, deviantArt (an on-
line art community) and even a 
Ryan Adams fan page. So don’t 
limit your online search for love 
to just dating sites because you 
never know where your next 
date might come from – just 
don’t be a creeper. Have a crush 
on a Facebook friend? Keep the 
flirting to Facebook chat or pri-
vate message – writing on their 
wall for friends and family to 
see is too forward. 

Caitlin  MacGregor
COLUMNIST

Looking for love online

Dolman sleeves and boxy 
blouses

Dolman cut sleeves and 
boxier blouses have appeared 
in collections such as Vena 
Cava.  These cuts have been so 
popular on a variety of design-
er collections.  Dolman sleeves 
can be seen on spring coats, 
sweater dresses, silk blouses, 
even cropped knits.  The uncon-
ventional cut sleeve is perfect 
for your wardrobe basics.  Wear 
it with leather leggings or pen-
cil leg woolen dress pants for 
the perfect silhouette.

Accessories
An accessory trend suit-

able for any outfit would be 
large bangles.  Whether it be 
plastic, enamel, or wooden 
– large chunky bangles have 
been seen in collections such as 
Marc Jacobs and Lacoste.  Mix 
up the colours, widths and tex-
tures with a variety of bangles 
on one wrist.

Obi and sash belts in dark, 
striking colours are a new trend 
for the season.  They break up 
the outfit and draw the eye to 
the smallest area of your body.  
Try these belts over a jump suit 
or full skirt to add some colour 
and definition to your outfit.

From boxier-cut lenses to 
cat-eyed frames, try adding just 
a touch of the 70s into your 
wardrobe with your eyewear.  
Designers like Marc Jacobs and 
Gucci especially love this trend 
in bold and bright colours such 
as red, yellow and white.

Photos courtesy of shopbop.com

Photo by Jérémie Wookey

Photo by Jérémie Wookey
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Ready, set, dial. 
Without a pre-order you’ll 

likely be out of luck for the first 
little while as excited gamers 
flock to stores in an attempt to 
purchase the new Nintendo 3DS 
on March 27.

The highly anticipated video 
game system is especially excit-

Depth you’ve never seen before

Yvonne Raymond
ARTS EDITOR

Introducing the Nintendo 3DS
ing this time around because 
it introduces stereoscopic 3D – 
which means the depth percep-
tion on this game will be much 
stronger in comparison to other 
3D systems. It’s a type of 3D that 
can only be seen on a specially 
designed screen, such as the new 
DS’, said Matt Broeska, Red River 

College instructor in 3D comput-
er graphics.

“Stereoscopic 3D is taking 
off, probably, bigger than we’ve 
ever seen.”

The benefit, he explains, 
from an artistic point of view, is 
that unlike anaglyph 3D (the kind 
you wear glasses with) where the 
purity of the image can become 
gimmicky and often changes the 
intent of the scene you’re viewing 
stereoscopic 3D doesn’t change 
the artistic intent – which means 
viewers are getting a truer pic-
ture.

Equipped with a motion sen-
sor, a 3D camera, two screens and, 
of course, the stereoscopic 3D, the 
Nintendo 3DS is certainly an im-
proved version of the past four 
DS’. And, like the Nintendo Wii 
when it first came out, the $250 
system won’t be easy to find.

 “If you really, really want 
one, you can always do the whole 
campout thing on the release 
date. But I never recommend 
that in Winnipeg,” laughed Lee 
Skwarek of PNP Games. “But if 

you don’t have one pre-ordered al-
ready, you’re probably SOL for the 
release date.”

 “It will take a month for most 
people to get them,” he warned. PNP 
Games only receives four systems 
for people to pre-order. Skwarek 
said he’s already received four pre-
orders and has since begun turning 
people away because he can’t guar-
antee anything at this point. 

Nintendo had sent out a state-
ment warning gamers against 
health side effects such as head-
aches and even long-term eyesight 
damage associated with prolonged 
concentration on the 3D screen, 
but Dr. Tyler Buffie, of the the Acad-
emy Vision Centre said he hasn’t ac-
tually seen a distinct link between 
3D viewing and eyesight damage.

“To my knowledge there isn’t 
any research that currently shows 
stereoscopic 3D to cause any harm-
ful effects on the development of 
the eye.  I went back and did some 
research and a few papers by Dr. 
Lawrence Tychsen showing studies 
of young monkeys viewing 3D im-
ages during ocular development 
seem to confirm this.”

In addition, Nintendo has add-
ed the slider feature to the side of 
the system to control the strength 
of the 3D. One can even turn it off.
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The number of people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS in the world 
is frightening. In 2009, the es-
timated worldwide total living 
with HIV/AIDS was 33.3 million. 
Canadians can account for almost 

100,000 of that number. Although 
HIV/AIDS is not to be taken light-
ly no matter who you are, Canadi-
ans living with the disease have 
relatively easy access to medicine 
compared to other places in the 
world, such as Kenya.

In Kenya, an estimated 1.5 
million people are living with 
HIV/AIDS. Although the disease 
has been affecting the country 
since 1983, the Kenyan govern-
ment has only stepped up in 
prevention advocacy within 
the past decade in increasingly 
larger ways. For example, 10 mil-

Andrew Kress
CONTRIBUTOR

RRC JHR
Canadian students help fight 
against AIDS in Africa

lion condoms were distributed 
in 2004. The number of condoms 
distributed four years later rose to 
124.5 million.

Josh Schettler, a 20-year-old 
Winnipegger, started the RAY 
Youth Consortium centre in Ke-
nya just last September as part of 
his SI SIRI Project. (Si siri means 
“It is no secret” in Swahili.) The 
goals of the RAY Youth Consor-
tium are to eliminate the stigma 
of being HIV positive, educate lo-
cals about HIV/AIDS, and to pro-
vide support to anyone who is HIV 
positive. Outreaches are done in 
local communities every Wednes-
day and mobile testing is conduct-
ed on Fridays. Testing is available 
for free at the clinic everyday on a 
drop-in basis, where there is also 
a support group available. 

RAY Youth Consortium has 
also begun working with students 
on how to teach younger students 
about the dangers of HIV/AIDS in 
schools.

Schettler started this project 
after his initial trip to Kenya in 
2008. He spent six months just 
outside Nairobi and learned how 
to properly administer HIV tests. 
Schettler returned last year in 
September and has been there 
since, with the exception of a 
small trip back around the new 

year to see family and friends. 
Schettler’s friends here in 

Winnipeg have been inspired 
to join him out in Africa. Katie 
Keats, 20, who has known Schet-
tler for years, flew out to Kenya 
in mid-January to help out. She’ll 
be there until the beginning of 
April. 

Keats has been sending out 
emails to friends and family 
about her experiences out in Ke-
nya. She says some of her most re-
warding moments out there are 
just seeing the looks on people’s 
faces when they’re told they are 
negative.

“I’ll never forget the look on 
his face when the woman told him 
that he is negative and the way he 
shook my hand and thanked me 
before he walked home to tell his 
wife the news,” she wrote.

Both Schettler and Keats 
work as servers when they are in 
Winnipeg and go to university. 
They’re no different than the 
hundreds of students here at Red 
River. So, if you’re not sure what 
you want to do post-graduation or 
even on your summer vacation, 
why not go out and make a differ-
ence?

Andrew Kress is a journalism 
student and member of RRC’s Journal-
ists for Human Rights chapter.
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Arctic adventure
RRC student travels with Canadian Forces as embedded journalist

One month ago I was dropped 
off in the middle of the arctic to 
camp with hundreds of soldiers I 
had never met.

It was a lonely feeling, watch-
ing the tiny Twin Otter plane take 
off from the frozen ground, leav-
ing me surrounded by nothing 
but infinite white tundra dotted 
with a couple dozen tents.

I was alone, nervous and mis-
erably cold. 

But I learned rather quickly, 
during my two and a half weeks 
as an embedded journalist with 
Exercise NORTHERN BISON, that 
the army has its own peculiar way 
of making you feel right at home.

It wasn’t the mug of steam-
ing hot Gatorade or the barrage 

of nods from passing troops that 
made me feel welcome, it was the 
pull of the trigger of a C7 rifle.

Within an hour of being 

dropped off at the Forward Op-
erating Base (FOB), located 150 
kilometres north of Churchill, I 
found myself being thrust onto 

the shooting range with a large 
gun in my skittish, civilian hands. 
And before I could entirely pro-
cess what I was doing, I was lying 

on top of a hill shooting a massive 
C9 light machine gun alongside a 
dozen soldiers.

Every part of me wanted to 
stand back and watch, get some 
quotes from the troops and then 
head back to the tent to write my 
story. However, standing behind 
the scenes doesn’t fly with the 
army and this forced me to take 
a giant step outside my comfort 
zone during the military’s arctic 
training exercise.

Before travelling up to 
Churchill I had a number of pre-
conceived notions about the men 
and women who don the camo 
uniform. I was intimidated by the 
authoritarian attitude and I was 
apprehensive about imposing on 
the strong sense of camaraderie. 
But spending just over two weeks 
immersed with the people I was 
writing about offered me a com-
pletely different perspective on 
the Canadian Forces.

All my concerns were quickly 
appeased by the kindness shown 
to me on the camp. The troops 
took me by snowmobile to the 
60th parallel, sat down and shared 
their incredible stories with me 
and kindly offered me the first 
pick of rations, even though every 
meal tasted equally awful. 

While it was an amazing ad-
venture, there are certain things 
I’ll be glad to never experience 
again. Waking up and crawling 
through the tent doors to -50 C 
temperatures sure wakes you up 
better than any cup of coffee, but 
having to make your way to the 
makeshift bathroom was far from 
enjoyable.

“Don’t be afraid to use the 
toilet,” one of the soldiers had 
told me before I left for the camp. 
I didn’t fully understand what 
he meant until I laid eyes on the 
bucket sitting in the middle of a 
tent.

The day I left the FOB, the 
troops were re-securing tents 
and building walls made of snow 
blocks in preparation for an in-
coming storm. I was on the last 
plane headed back to Churchill 
the day the two-day storm hit. 

I was relieved to be leaving 
before heavy winds, freezing tem-
peratures and whiteout condi-
tions descended on the camp but 
I was concerned about the people 
I was leaving behind. 

As I waited to board the 
plane, in the same spot I had ar-
rived and felt so lonely just days 
before, I found it difficult to say 
goodbye to the troops. Then, the 
powerful wind forced me off bal-
ance almost knocking me over 
and I was reminded why I was 
thankful to be leaving.

With the blowing snow whip-
ping against my face, I told one 
of Sergeants that I was worried 
about their safety.

“Don’t worry,” he said. “We’re 
the army. This is what we do.”

Jessica Cable is a journalism stu-
dent at RRC who got the opportunity 
to travel with the Canadian Forces 
through the Creative Communications 
program.

Jessica Cable
NEWS BEAT REPORTER

Photo by Jessica Cable
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They say winning back-to-
back championships is the tough-
est thing to do in sports but some-
one forgot to tell the Red River 
Rebels men’s volleyball team. 
They won their 4th consecutive 
MCAC title against the CMU Blaz-
ers in the MCAC Final Four, with 
a 3-1 victory.

 Minus a slight disruption 
when Dave Glass split his eye-
brow, the game was a fast one and 

perhaps a little sloppy, as balls 
were consistently smashed into 
the audience.

Red River won the first set 27-
25 before falling 25-21 to CMU in 
the second. But the Rebels, who 
have been the best team in the 
conference all year, bounced back 
and won the third 25-20 before 
wrapping it up in the fourth.

Jacoby Dueck, who was 
named tournament MVP, led the 
way for the Rebels, who pounded 
away at the Blazers with kill after 
kill.

Rebels coach Dan Gilbert was 
understandably proud after the 
game, saying his team continu-

ously fought through difficulties 
to win this title.

“The guys have always re-
sponded to adversity this year. 
With Dave (Glass) going out with 
that cut above his eye, and even 
though we dropped that set, it 
was the challenge that we needed 
to really spark us,” he said.

The tournament itself was 
a major success, with a crowd 
of about 400 watching the final 
game at Red River’s north gym, 
the crowd thankful their home 
team was able to pull it out.

Rebels men win big

Keith McCullough
SPORTS EDITOR

Team grabs 4th straight MCAC title

The Manitoba Colleges Ath-
letic Conference (MCAC) women’s 
volleyball championship game 
saw the rise of the underdog as 
the Providence College Lady Free-
men defeated two-time MCAC 
champions, the Canadian Men-
nonite University (CMU) Blazers, 
with a 3-2 win.

Providence College is the only 
team this season to beat CMU, but 
came into the finals ranked third. 
The Blazers came into the Final 
Four tournament ranked in a 
number one position, having had 
15 wins during the regular sea-
son. The Lady Freemen were tied 

with the Red River College Reb-
els for the second spot with nine 
wins. Providence shocked the fa-
voured Rebels by defeating them 
in the previous day’s semi-final.

This is the first year Provi-
dence College is playing in the 
MCAC. They are also in the Na-
tional Christian College Athletic 
Association Division II confer-
ence.

“I think playing in two 
leagues helped, because in our 
U.S. league we qualified for Na-
tionals. So we played with great, 
high-ranking teams. It helped us 
prepare for this,” said Freemen 
head coach, Scott Masterson. 

The Blazers started off the 
game with an impressive first 
set, making the first game point 
about 30 seconds into the match. 
They finished the set with a 25-19 
lead and then Player of the Game, 

CMU middle Kirsten Hamm, 
kicked off the second set with 
three aces in a row. The Blazers’ 
determination wasn’t enough, 
however, as the Freemen won the 
second, fourth and fifth set.

“Winning means a lot. It’s 
been a long season. To finish 
strong is the best feeling,” said 
Freemen player Victoria Ryshyty-
lo, who was named Tournament 
MVP.

While CMU is understand-
ably upset, head coach Andrea 
Charbonneau said this final game 
was played the way it should be.

“We talked. The girls are ob-
viously emotional. I explained to 
them what we struggled with. 
But we also talked about the good 
things. I told them it was a good 
game and that’s what a final 
should be.”

A Cinderella story

Yvonne Raymond
ARTS EDITOR

Upstart Providence College wints title, Rebels 
not in the running

+SPORTS
LIFESTYLE

The Red River College Reb-
els upset the University of Win-
nipeg College Wesmen 89-78 in 
the MCAC championship game 
to win their third straight title in 
men’s basketball.

The Rebels lost two of their 
three meetings with the Col-
lege Wesmen during the season 
but on the afternoon of Sunday, 
March 13, they snatched the win 
when they needed it most.

It was a tight game at the be-
ginning , as the teams exchange 
scoring plays throughout the 
early stages of the first quarter. 
The Rebels, however, were able to 
split the game wide open, taking 
an 11-point lead to end off the 
quarter.

At the start of the second, 
the Rebels quickly expanded 
their lead to 16 points, their big-
gest lead of the game. After this, 
the College Wesmen came to life 
and charged a spirited comeback 
against the underdog Rebels. Led 
by first-year guard, Lexy Black-
smith, who ultimately led both 
teams in points with 23, the Col-
lege Wesmen came all the way 
back and eventually took the 
lead. Despite their efforts, the 
Wesmen were not able to hang 
onto the lead by halftime. Rebels 
lead 46-44.

The score remained close 
throughout the third quarter 

but with solid play by first-
year guard, Chanse Kornick, 
the Rebels were able to hang 
onto their slim lead.

The  Rebels had held the 
lead at the end of each quar-
ter so far . The only question 
that lingered going into the 
fourth quarter was whether 
they could do it once more. 

The Rebels, just ten 
minutes away from a third 
straight MCAC title, not only 
held onto their lead but ran 
away with the game.    

Key points by Corey 
Neufeld and Josh Olaes put 
the Rebels in cruise control 
on their way to a 89-78 cham-
pionship victory.

Rebels head coach Sukh 
Singh was left speechless af-
ter the game but was still able 
to acknowledge his team’s ef-
fort.

“Words can’t express how 
proud I am of these guys,” 
Singh said. “They battled 
through.”

For fifth-year Rebels 
guard, Josh Olaes, Sunday’s 
final against the College Wes-
men was his last game with 
Red River.

Olaes was named player 
of the game for the Rebels and 
also received Final Four MVP 
honors. Olaes said after the 
game that the win felt great 
but gives credit to his team.

“We controlled the tempo 
very well and executed when 
we had to,” Olaes said just mo-
ments after the final buzzer.

Sean Angus
SPORTS BEAT REPORTER

Three-peat 
complete
Rebels win 3rd straight men’s 
basketball title

Photo courtesy of Darrin Bauming
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It was all about redemp-
tion for University of Winnipeg 
College Wesmen forward Shaw-
na Solarchuk.

The first-year forward 
missed a last second three 
pointer that would have given 
her high school club from Oak 
Park a provincial basketball 
title last year.

But back in a champi-
onship game for the second 
straight year, Solarchuk rose 
to the occasion and then some, 
as she put in a game-high 20 
points, including 6 points in 
the final 13 seconds of over-
time, as the Wesmen captured 
the 2011 MCAC title with a 57-
55 victory in extra time over 
the Red River Rebels.

Trailing by four with 14 
seconds to play, it looked like 
the Wesmen were done, but So-
larchuk nailed a three pointer 
and was fouled at the same 
time, giving her a chance for 
the very-rare four point play to 
tie the game.

“I just heard someone say 
‘Shawna we need a three,’” said 
Solarchuk.  “I looked down 
at the ground, made sure my 
foot wasn’t over the line and 
took it. I was excited but had 
to stay calm and make the free 
throws.”

And not only did she 
drain that free throw to tie 
the game, but after two missed 
free throws from the Rebels’ 
Kaytlin Waddell, Solarchuk 

got the ball back, charged up 
the court and was fouled with 
two seconds left.  She calmly 
dropped both free throws and 
sealed the Wesmen victory.

Not only did the Wes-
men battle back from that 
late overtime deficit, but 
they trailed by five late in the 
fourth quarter and stormed 
back with Tournament MVP 
Julia Anning banking one in 
for three to tie the game with 
15 seconds to play.

“We said during the time-
outs, we have to put the last 
five months in the last cou-
ple of possessions and that’s 
what they did,” said Wesmen 
coach Suki Chhoeun . “They 
decision-made, the kids made 
great shots, and you can’t ask 
for more as a coach.”

The Rebels, meanwhile, 
had a rough start, scoring only 
15 points in the first half, but 
came out firing in the second 
half, scoring 33 points to force 
overtime.  In the end, the mis-
takes caught up to the Rebels.

“We have a lot of young 
players, and it was a lot of 
young mistakes, like fouling 
on a shot,” said Rebels coach 
Heather Hildebrandt, refer-
ring to the four point play.  
“We were up by a couple of 
points, we were comfortable 
and just had to be smart, 
but we were just too excited, 
and over-compensating for 
things.”

Sweet 
revenge

Kevin Hirschfield
SPORTS BEAT REPORTER

College Wesmen 
finally beat Rebels in 
championship game
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Sean Angus & Kevin Hirschfield
NEWS BEAT REPORTERS

Are you getting fired up for 
baseball?

Hirsch:
I could not be more pumped 

for the major league season to 
begin and two things are really 
getting my attention going into 
this year.  After a few years of the 
Rays interrupting the parade, it 
looks like the Yankees and the 
Red Sox are the two best teams 
in the AL again. Not to discount 
the Rangers’ underdog run to 
the World Series last year, but 
the path to the World Series will 
go through the Bronx or Fenway 
in 2011.  And in the NL, we have 
possibly the greatest pitching 
rotation of all time as the Phil-
lies boast Halladay, Lee, Oswalt, 
and Hamels on the mound this 
year, and should give the Phil-
lies another pennant.

It’s that time of year again.
March means school is end-

ing, spring is coming and most 
importantly, the NCAA Men’s 
Division 1 Basketball Champion-
ship, better known as March Mad-
ness, begins.

By the time this column 
comes out, you will probably be 
using the paper as scraps to write 
winners down on as you, like ev-
eryone in North America, fill out 
your bracket to try and win your 
office pool. In fact, I have to admit 
that I am writing this column as 
I watch conference tournaments 
to try and erm…research for the 
column.

That is what March Madness 
does to all of us as sports fans. It 
has long been reported that pro-
ductivity in offices around the 
United States falls during the first 
week of the tournament more 
than at any other time of year. 
Part of that stems from the fact 
that all of us, as fans, start at an 
equal level.

Let’s be honest, not that 
many people watch regular sea-
son college basketball. Only the 
real fanatics out there know a lot 
about the individual teams and 
their players. Everyone jumps 

on the bandwagon all at once 
around the first week of March 
and takes pride in their lack of 
knowledge. So many people love 
the event because it allows them 
to fall in love with a team. Prior 
knowledge is not required, in fact 
it is not even recommended.

Whether it be a player whose 
hair you like or you just like the 
team’s mascot, everyone is en-
couraged to pick a team. No good 
reason necessary.

But the real beauty of the 
event lies in the fact that as 
quickly as you fall in love with a 
team, they are gone. Unlike the 
seven game series format used 
in most other sports, March Mad-
ness is one and done. You need to 
win six games in a row to win the 
tournament. One loss and you 
are back at home on your couch 
watching with the rest of us.

Mix in the fact that these 
are just kids and that upsets hap-
pen constantly and you have an 
unparalleled level of drama. Ev-
erywhere you look there is a Cin-
derella arriving at the ball, and 
the clock striking midnight on 
someone. 

So, on behalf of all us sports 
lovers, I want to apologize to our 
bosses and to our families. You 
won’t be seeing much of us for 
the next month as we all watch 
the drama unfold but hey, if we 
get our bracket right, maybe we 
can take you out for dinner when 
it’s all over.

Now if you’ll excuse me, I 
have to get back to my “research.”

Keith McCullough
SPORTS EDITOR

Let the 
madness begin
NCAA basketball tournament 
lights up sports landscape

Angus:
While there are many things 

I’m excited for this spring, base-
ball is definitely not one of them. 
I’d rather watch the snow melt. 
I hold nothing against baseball 
players or fans, I just don’t en-
joy watching the sport at all. I’m 
sure many people agree with me 
when I say that baseball is bor-
ing and at times, excruciating to 
watch. There are too many excit-
ing sports to watch in the com-
ing spring, summer and fall to 
concentrate on baseball. Call me 
when it’s in the bottom of the 
ninth in game seven of the World 
Series and maybe I’ll tune in.

What will you do if there is no 
NFL season?

Angus
Sometimes I get the feeling 

that Winnipeggers are oblivious 
to the fact that we have our own 
football team. It may not be the 
highest calibre of football but it 
is football nonetheless. A cancel-
lation of the NFL season wouldn’t 
bother me because I’m going to 

do what I usually do during the 
football season, cheer for the 
Winnipeg Blue Bombers. No 
matter how bad they do or how 
little hope they have, I still en-
joy taking pride in my city and 
cheering for the Bombers. Once 
the CFL season is over, there’s 
always NHL hockey. No NFL, no 
problem. 

Hirsch
I got through the NHL lock-

out back in 2005, but an NFL 
lockout might officially drive 
me over the edge.  Sundays 
without football are like Sean 
Angus without his soother.   It 
just wouldn’t work.  And I’m not 
really interested in watching 
the Alouettes beat a team 50-11 
in another CFL Sunday snoozer.  
Therefore every Sunday, I would 
lie in bed with my Philip Rivers 
17 jersey on, keep my drapes 
shut, eat nothing, and wait 
until Monday morning came.  
That’s the perfect example of 
a deep depression, and that’s 
what I would sink into if the NFL 
locked out the 2011 season.
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