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number when making calls. After 
Oct. 20, 2012, phone calls will not go 
through if the caller does not dial a 
ten digit number. 

This means anytime Manitobans 
want to make a local phone call, 
they’ll have to dial ten digits, even if 
it’s a 204 number. 

Callers will not be charged long 
distance charges for calling ten digit 
numbers. As usual, if callers have to 
call long distance in Manitoba, they 
will have to dial one first.   

The Canadian Numbering Ad-
ministrator made the recommen-
dation for the new area code to the 
CRTC. The idea of splitting the prov-
ince into two geographical areas and 
area codes was rejected because the 
committee expected most Manito-
bans would want to retain the 204 
area code. 

Some Manitobans are not crazy 
about the 431 area code and ten digit 
dialling. Both will mean businesses 
and locals will have to make many 
changes in their preparation.

In fact, it is probably smart from 
now until 2012 for businesses to 
avoid getting any items which re-
quire a phone number, such as sta-
tionary, posters, or business cards, 

as they will have to be changed soon 
thereafter to reflect the ten digit 
phone number.

Local Manitobans will have to 
change their alarm systems, databas-
es, and address book entries in order 
to add the new area code.

Teresita Hajzler, 25, was born and 
raised in Manitoba and is not a fan of 
the 431 area code.

“It won’t be difficult for me to 
remember numbers,” she said. “I’m 
just worried about all the changes 
they are going to bring about to my 
life. For example, I’ll have to change 
all my speed dials to add the area 
code to each phone number. It’s just 
inconvenient.”

“Can you imagine if you have 
to make a phone call in the future? 
Each time you see a number without 
an area code, you’ll have to try both 
204 or 431,” she said. “There must 
have been a more practical way to do 
this.”

Toronto began ten digit dialling 
in 2001. In 1947, Manitoba was given 
the 204 code and the province is now 
the fifth one to introduce ten digit 
dialling.

About a month and a half after 
the Manitoba cell phone ban came 
into effect, some Manitobans are still 
having trouble adjusting to the new 
rules—but they’re trying. 

The first day the ban was en-
forced, 109 drivers were pulled over 
and fined, according to the Winni-
peg Police Services Central Traffic 
Unit. Each driver was issued a $200 
fine.

But for those who are making the 
effort to obey the law, there are a few 
options. Some have chosen to avoid 
using handheld devices altogether 
while others have opted to arm their 
vehicles with ‘hands-free’ devices.

Frequent cell phone user and 
events manager for MTS Allstream, 
Kristin Pollock, said she needs her 
cell phone to do her job well. 

“I rely on my cell phone every 
day. It would be really hard to do my 
job if I couldn’t use my cell anywhere 
I go,” she said.

For Pollock, using her BlackBerry 
handheld device is key to being con-
nected with her work contacts. She 
said most of the calls she receives re-
quire immediate attention.

Pollock admitted not using her 
cell phone has been difficult for her.

“Before the cell phone ban took 
effect in Manitoba, I would pick up 
and answer my calls on the way to an 
event, while driving,” she said.

“I thought about just turning my 
phone off before I start driving but 
being connected and ready to accept 
calls is much more convenient,” said 
Pollock. “That way, I don’t miss any-
thing.”

Although Pollock said she relies 
on her cell phone, at the end of the 
day, she does agree with the new 
Manitoba law that, according to the 
Legislative Assembly of Manitoba, 
prohibits “talking, texting or e-mail-
ing using a hand-held cell phone or 
smart phone.” 

Unlike Pollock, other Manitobans 
have found it difficult to not use 
their phones all together while they 
drive and have opted to get Blue-
tooth devices which enable them to 
talk and drive at the same time. 

Barry Olinyk, general manager 
of Advance Electronics, said there 

has been a notable increase in peo-
ple purchasing Bluetooth devices 
at their Polo Park Shopping Centre 
location since the new law was en-
forced.

Olynick insisted a quality Blue-
tooth device is not hard to find. He 
said the right one depends on what 
the consumer is looking for.

“Choosing a visor clip over an 
in-ear device allows for multiple 
handheld use and speaker phone 
function. In-ear devices are more dis-
creet and gives you more privacy on 
your calls but probably shouldn’t be 
shared with other cell phone users,” 
said Olinyk.
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431. 
If this number doesn’t mean any-

thing to you now, it will soon. 
On Nov. 3, 2012, Manitobans have 

to get used to that number-- it will be 
Manitoba’s new area code.

After that date, any new phone 
numbers in Manitoba will receive a 
431 area code.

The new area code comes as a re-
sult of an explosion of cell phones 
and population growth in Manitoba. 
According to a recent release from 
the Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunication Commission 
(CRTC), the Canadian Numbering 
Administrator has announced 204 
numbers will run out by May 2013 
and when that happens, 431 num-
bers will be distributed. 

But there’s a catch. With the new 
area code comes ten digit dialling, 
starting on July 29, 2012. For four 
months after that, a phase-in period 
will remind callers to dial a ten digit 
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The Union Bank Tower overlooking Old Market Square.
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Red River College will 
receive nearly half a million 
dollars from the federal gov-
ernment to go toward with  
their redevelopment of the 
104-year-old Union Bank 
Tower in the Exchange Dis-
trict. 

The ten-story national 
historic site on the corner of 
William Avenue and Main 
Street will now be home to 
Red River College’s culinary 
and hospitality programs, 
three new restaurants, and 
the college’s first residence. 
The building, which was 
last occupied by the Royal 
Bank of Canada, has been 
vacant since 1992. 

The college will receive 
$425,000 from the Parks 
Canada National Historic 
Sites of Canada Cost-Shar-
ing Program to preserve in-
terior and exterior elements 
of the Union Bank Tower. 
The money will go towards 
repairing doors and win-
dows on the first three lev-
els, renovations to the front 
foyer, a banking hall, and 
conservation work on the 
Annex.

“Red River College ap-
preciates the Government 
of Canada’s support in 

bringing one of Winnipeg’s 
most prominent heritage 
structures back to life,” said 
Catherine Rushton, interim 
president and CEO of Red 
River College, in a release. 
“This building played a vital 
role in the development of 
the Exchange District over a 

century ago. With its excit-
ing transformation into a 
modern centre of learning, 
it will become a linchpin 
in the continued revitaliza-
tion of this dynamic neigh-
bourhood.” 

Construction on the col-
lege’s future Paterson Glo-

Jessica Cable
NEWS BEAT REPORTER

balFoods Institute began 
last fall and is expected to 
be completed in 2011 with a 
$27 million price tag. 

The funding comes at a 
time when some are calling 
for enhanced protection of 
Canada’s historical gems.

In their annual Ten Most 
Endangered Places list, the 
Heritage Canada Founda-
tion dubbed Winnipeg’s 
warehouse district—includ-
ing the Exchange District 
National Historic Site—one 
of the most threatened 
neighbourhoods in Canada.

“Unchecked demolition 
and unsympathetic replace-
ment buildings are dimin-
ishing a turn-of-the-century 
concentration of buildings 
unrivalled in Canada,” the 
group said in the annual 
list.

InBrief
local
news

U of W scientist helps 
look for life on Mars

University of Win-
nipeg geography profes-
sor Ed Cloutis is part of 
a team of Canadian sci-
entists working on tech-
nology for an upcoming 
Mars mission, reported 
the Winnipeg Free Press.

The Canadian re-
searchers are part of 
an international team 
creating an instrument 
known as MATMOS — 
Mars Atmospheric Trace 
Molecule Occultations 
Spectrometer — that 
will probe the planet’s 
atmosphere for biologi-
cal sources of methane 
gas. Scientists have been 
probing methane’s bio-
logical origins after the 
gas was found on Mars 
in greater quantities 
than expected in 2003.

The MATMOS will be 
used during the NASA 
and the European Space 
Agency’s 2016 ExoMars 
Trace Gas Orbiter mis-
sion. It will be mapping 
the red planet for two or 
three years.

MATMOS is being de-
veloped in partnership 
between the Canadian 
Space Agency, the Cali-
fornia Institute of Tech-
nology, and NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. 
Other Canadian scien-
tists involved in the 
project come from Uni-
versity of Toronto, Dal-
housie University, and 
York University.

Updike back on radio

Larry Updike is re-
turning to Winnipeg 
radio. 

The former CJOB 
broadcaster was hired 
by CBC Radio to become 
the new afternoon pro-
gram host, replacing for-
mer host Margaux Watt, 
the Winnipeg Free Press 
reported.

Updike is leaving 
his position as senior 
spokesperson for Siloam 
Mission to accept the po-
sition.

Updike, an ordained 
minister, spent nine 
years as the morning 
host at CJOB before join-
ing Siloam Mission last 
summer.

He will host CBC Ra-
dio’s Up to Speed drive 
program, which airs 
weekdays from 3 p.m. to 
6 p.m. His first day back 
on the air is Sept. 7.

With [the Union 
Bank Tower’s] ex-
citing transforma-
tion into a modern 
centre of learn-
ing, it will become 
a linchpin in the 
continued revital-
ization of this dy-
namic neighbour-
hood.

- Catherine  
Rushton,  

RRC President 
and CEO

Heritage Winnipeg’s ex-
ecutive director, Cindy Tug-
well, agreed there have been 
some questionable demoli-
tions in the Exchange Dis-
trict in the past year. Sport 
Manitoba, for example, 
demolished the 1884 and 
1906 sections of the three-
part Smart Bag Company 
Building on Pacific Avenue 
to make way for a sports 
field house. There was also 
the replacement of the 1920 
Grain Exchange Annex with 
a parkade.

But it hasn’t been all 
bad. While the Exchange 
District has had its difficul-
ties, Tugwell believes the 
foundation neglected to 
consider any of the recent 
revitalization efforts in the 
Exchange District when 
making their list.

“It didn’t focus on the 
great projects that have 
happened the past six to 
ten years. There have been 
many great rehab projects, 
starting with Red River Col-
lege, the Lindsay Building, 
and now, Qualico Develop-
ments is interested in do-
ing residential conversions. 
Many of the great things 
were left out,” said Tugwell.

RRC gets funding for 
refurbished historical building
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tion in the winter months 
is the single biggest cost 
involved with greenhouse 
growing in Manitoba,” Rob 
said. “The two greenhouses 
are identical in size so that 
we can compare energy con-
sumption and growing con-
ditions between the two.”

Rob added the passive 
solar greenhouse will en-
hance the program’s focus 
in sustainability by giving 
students the opportunity to 
manage a sustainable facil-
ity. 

 “Sustainability is re-
ally important to our pro-
gram — it’s embedded in 
our teaching. Instead of just 
showing power points, stu-
dents will actually get to ex-
perience growing in these 
environments and become 
familiar with running and 
managing these types of 
greenhouses,” she said.

The cost of the green-
houses and landscape con-
struction shop, which will 
be used to provide hands-

ment program, said the 
new facilities are an impor-
tant upgrade for the school.

“What these greenhous-
es will do is make (Red River 
College) one of the leading 
horticultural colleges in 
Canada in terms of green-
houses available for student 
learning. The industry stan-
dard greenhouse will bring 
us up to standard with the 
rest of Canada, but the pas-
sive solar will give us a lead-
ing edge,” Rob said.

While the industry stan-
dard greenhouse will give 
students the opportunity 
to work in a greenhouse 
similar to those used in 
industry, the passive solar 
greenhouse, which will use 
solar energy to stay warm, is 
part of a greener endeavour 
which complements the col-
lege’s existing sustainabil-
ity efforts.

“The focus of the passive 
solar greenhouse is to re-
duce energy consumption, 
because energy consump-

Two 3,300 square foot 
greenhouses are being built 
at the Notre Dame campus 
for the college’s Greenspace 
Management program. One 
is industry-standard and 
one is passive solar. While 
the project’s end-of-Septem-
ber completion date has 
been extended indefinitely, 
the greenhouses, along 
with a new 9,600 square 
foot landscape construction 
shop, should be ready for 
use by students in the pro-
gram this year.

Greenspace Manage-
ment students will use the 
greenhouses to learn plant 
identification, all aspects of 
horticultural practice, and 
plant care management 
which includes propaga-
tion, growing and cutting 
seedlings, irrigation, fer-
tilization, grooming, and 
pruning.

Ruth Rob, an instructor 
in the Greenspace Manage-

Kim Lawson
NEWS BEAT REPORTER

New facilities will put RRC on 
industry’s cutting edge Deepwater oil drilling 

faces environmental 
plugs

As shrimp fisherman 
returned to Louisiana 
waters for the first time 
since the BP oil crisis, 
The White House recent-
ly announced environ-
mental reviews for all 
new deepwater oil drill-
ing, will now be manda-
tory, reported the CBC.

The policy change 
should end the kind of 
exemptions made for 
BP that allowed them 
to drill the well that 
exploded in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 

BP received envi-
ronmental exemptions 
based on decades-old 
data, according to a re-
port by the White House 
Council.

The new policy will 
make it much more 
time-consuming for 
oil companies to move 
ahead with deepwater 
drilling projects as envi-
ronmental assessments 
will be required along 
the way.

At print time, new 
deepwater drilling in 
the Gulf is under a mor-
atorium.

As for the BP crisis, 
there is still no timeline 
for a permanent plug for 
the blown-out well.

A temporary cap has 
kept oil from flowing 
into the sea for weeks.

Flood diseases threat-
en millions of Paki-
stani children

According to a UN 
spokesperson, up to 3.5 
million Pakistani chil-
dren are at high risk 
for contracting deadly 
water-borne diseases, re-
ported CNN.

Watery diarrhea and 
dysentery, an intestinal 
bacteria, can easily be 
contracted from con-
taminated waters, ac-
cording to the UN.

The World Health 
Organization is also pre-
paring to assist tens of 
thousands of people in 
the case they contract 
cholera, although no 
confirmed cases had 
been reported by the 
middle of August.

The flooding began 
in northwest Pakistan in 
late July. 

By the middle of Au-
gust, as many as 1,600 
people had been killed, 
while 20 million had 
been left homeless.

In Brief
international 

news

Come the end of Sep-
tember, Stephanie Forsyth 
will be taking the reigns 
as the new president and 
CEO of Red River College. 

Forsyth is leaving her 
position as president of 
Northwest Community 
College (NWCC) in Ter-
race, British Columbia, 
which serves 10 northern 
B.C. communities. She’s 
worked there for the last 
ten years.

Red River College’s 
focus on aboriginal edu-
cation, its national repu-
tation and its applied 
research program in sus-
tainable technology  are 
some of the things that at-
tracted Forsyth to the new 
position, according to a 
college news release.

During her time at 
NWCC, Forsyth took spe-
cial interest in aboriginal 
culture and making con-
nections to aboriginal 
communities as well as 
championing campus sus-
tainability.

Forsyth’s academic ac-
complishments consist of 
a Bachelor of Arts from 
Acadia University and a 
Master of Education from 
the University of British 
Columbia. She is currently 
working on PhD in Higher 
Education from Deakin 
University in Australia.

She will begin as presi-
dent of RRC on Sept. 27, 
2010.

RRC gets 
new president

Red River College stu-
dents returning to school 
this week may not realize 
how close they may have 
been to not coming back at 
all.

On July 30, faculty and 
staff at Red River College 
and Assiniboine Communi-
ty  College, represented by 

the Manitoba Government 
Employees Union (MGEU), 
voted to accept a four-year 
contract offer put forward 
by the colleges. 

However, if the major-
ity had not chosen to ac-
cept the contract, faculty 
and staff would have gone 
on strike, leaving new and 
returning students in the 

Strike averted
Faculty and staff vote to  
accept college’s contract offer

on training for students 
interested in irrigation, ar-
boriculture, and drainage 
systems, is over $1 million. 
The federal government’s 
Knowledge Infrastructure 
Program and the Province 
of Manitoba are each con-

Sustainability is 
really important 
to our program — 
it’s embedded in 
our teaching.

- Ruth Rob,  
RRC instructor

tributing $525,000 in fund-
ing.

The Greenspace Manage-
ment program is a 30-month 
diploma that gives students 
the knowledge and skills 
required to construct and 
manage landscaped areas 
such as parks, golf courses, 
athletic fields, botanical 
gardens, and cemeteries.

What I hear 
first and foremost 
is the concern for 
quality of educa-
tion. That comes 
through loud and 
clear throughout 
the education sys-
tems.

- Bill Anderson,  
MGEU director 
of negotiations

lurch indefinitely.
But despite the two-year 

freeze, a common element 
in many similar collective 
agreements these days, fac-
ulty and staff voted in fa-
vour of the contract.

“The members have ac-
cepted it. They said they’d 
work with it,” said MGEU 
director of negotiations Bill 
Anderson. 

He said members take 
into account how their deci-
sion will affect students.

 “What I hear first and 
foremost is the concern for 
quality of education. That 
comes through loud and 
clear throughout the educa-
tion system,” he said.

Anderson stressed the 
importance of maintaining 
equity of wages throughout 
Canadian colleges. 

“What that does is pre-
vents one educational insti-
tution being able to scoop 
all the staff” from another 
because of differences in 
pay, he said.

Other issues key to fac-
ulty and staff include work-
load and job security con-
cerns.

Photo courtesy of Red River College

New greenhouses on campus
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As innovative and sus-
tainably constructed build-
ings become more and more 
common, Red River College 
can take at least some credit 
for the construction of Por-
tage Avenue’s latest gem, 
the new Manitoba Hydro 
building. 

 RRC’s Centre for Ap-
plied Research in Sustain-
able Infrastructure (CARSI)
lent its space and expertise 
to the designing of Mani-
toba Hydro Place, renowned 
for its cutting edge, energy 
efficient design.

CARSI, located at the 
Notre Dame Campus, is the 
first dedicated research lab 
at a Manitoba college. It was 
created in 2007 and serves 
to develop sustainable infra-
structure technologies used 
in buildings like the new 
Manitoba Hydro space.

CARSI provided Mani-
toba Hydro with a place to 

develop their curtain 

wall, the skin of a build-
ing that helps regulate 
the interior environment, 
explained Ray Hoemsen, 
director, Applied Research 
and Commercialization at 
RRC.

In addition, CARSI pro-
vided a mock setting where 
Hydro could test how dif-
ferent wall treatments, car-
pets, paints and other inte-
rior variables would affect 
temperature regulation in 
the building.

“We’re very local so it’s 
easy for them to work with 
us and access the facility,” 
Hoemsen said.

Hoemsen said the use 
of RRC’s lab may have saved 
Manitoba Hydro consider-
able cash by allowing them 
to try out different options.  
Retrofitting once in the 
building is a costly proce-
dure.

CARSI works with local 
companies to develop sus-
tainable infrastructure and 
provides RRC student in-
terns with work experience. 
CARSI is experimenting 
with the use of solar power 
in extremely cold tempera-
tures, Hoemsen said.

The atrium at the new Manitoba Hydro building on Portage Avenue.
Photo by Jérémie Wookey

A former Red River 
College student was one 
of three alleged terror-
ists arrested in Ottawa 
on Aug. 25 and 26, re-
ported the Winnipeg Free 
Press. 

Three suspects were 
charged in connection 
to what officials called 

Alleged terrorist was 
RRC student

a widespread terrorism plot 
that crossed international 
lines and allegedly involved 
the construction of remote 
control explosives.

A Red River College 
spokesman confirmed to 
the Free Press that Hiva Mo-
hammad Alizadeh, 30, took 
English as an additional 

language in 2003-2004 
and then electrical en-
gineering technology in 
2008-2009 at the college, 
completing neither pro-
gram.

Alizadeh lived in Win-
nipeg with his family in 
the St. Vital area in parts 
of 2007 and 2008.

Sandy Klowak
EDITOR IN CHIEF

RRC lab lends helping hand to 
Manitoba Hydro

College a 
leader in 
sustainable 
building
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If there is one hard truth about 
Winnipeg’s upcoming civic election, 
it is this: few voters will come out in 
support of the candidate they like. 
They will choose the candidate they 
dislike less.

Conversations with supporters of 
Judy Wasylycia-Leis show they pre-
fer her because she isn’t incumbent 
Mayor Sam Katz, and often because 
she’s in their party. Others cannot 
articulate why they wish to re-elect 
Katz without bringing up the words 
“socialist” or “career NDPer” in ref-
erence to JWL. (Apparently “self-
interested corporate shill” is less 
objectionable.) As is the case with 
most Canadian elections, Katz won’t 
be dethroned until he really makes 
them mad. At the time of this writ-
ing, Katz is polling at 54 per cent to 
JWL’s 43 per cent.

This would be less of a problem if 
either one knew anything about en-
ergizing an electorate, especially its 

youngest participants. 
If they need a PR strategy to emu-

late, they need only look across our 
southern border to Minneapolis, 
the city that is the third-best metro 
market in the U.S. for young profes-
sionals (Forbes), the fourth-best city 
for volunteering (Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service), “the 
cleanest city in America” (Travel + 
Leisure), and the fourth-highest city 
for general well-being (Gallup).

But few of us know how much 
credit we should give for the city’s 
image to its thrice-elected mayor, 
Raymond Thomas “R.T.” Rybak.

At this point in Rybak’s eight-year 
tenure as mayor – soon to be twelve, 
after he won the 2009 race with an 
overwhelming 72 per cent of the vote 
–students at the University of Minne-
sota give the city’s public transporta-
tion system an A-, with two light rail 
lines and two more being construct-
ed, forthcoming rapid transit for 

an already top-notch bus system, 
an 80-block skyway system down-
town and dedicated bike paths 
that people actually use. The city’s 
job-search assistance program 
helped 4,500 Minneapolitans find 
work this year alone. These alone 
make it an excellent city for aspir-
ing ex-pats.

Rybak is an active participant 
in city and state events. He has 
dreamed up multiple campaigns 
to endorse locally grown food and 
even tap water. He makes great use 
of Facebook and Twitter to pro-
mote city businesses. On August 
3’s National Night Out, an evening 
of citywide block parties meant to 
promote community partnership, 
he tweeted about the organizers’ 
offerings and concerns at each of 
the 27 stops he made – and he had 
a video taken of himself playing in 
a bounce house. Would Katz ever 
enter a bounce house?

Citizens like to be represented 
by someone who can lighten up, 
create an atmosphere of inclusion 
and make him or herself available 
to the public. Rybak has built a 
reputation for doing all of these 
things. Both Katz and JWL must 
do the same if they want their 
votes to be anything but grudging.

Like many Creative Communica-
tions students, I got a bit of a sur-
prise when I opened my registration 
letter this summer and read the new 
equipment requirements list. 

In addition to an external hard 
drive, first-year CreComm students 
will need to purchase a mobile de-
vice such as iPod Touch or an iPhone 
to complete their coursework.

If you think it over, the require-
ment makes perfect sense for the 
program. 

According to a CreComm instruc-
tor, the devices will be used for a 
wide range of purposes in nearly ev-
ery class: mobile blogging projects, 
to follow classmates’ Tweets, to read 
the news, to send emails while on 
the go, and to navigate apps. 

Knowing how to do these things 
is very important. Graduates of Cre-
ative Communications and Red River 
College are valued in the workforce 
partially because they are trained 
using modern equipment and soft-
ware. They are prepared to be imme-
diately useful in the ever-changing 
technological landscape. 

In today’s communications 
world, this means knowing your way 
around social media sites and apps, 
as well as being able to find and post 
information wirelessly and instantly. 
The age of the desktop computer is 
dead and with the new tablets com-
ing out, even laptops seem cumber-
some.

Every facet of communications 

will require usage of mobile devices 
and students need to know how they 
work, what they’re used for, and how 
to use them to maximum advantage. 

And when it comes to additional 
cost, Red River College has dropped 
hundreds of dollars worth of text-
books off the required book list this 
year, to accommodate. 

In addition, you may already own 
a suitable mobile device. 

While iPhones and iPod Touches 
are suggested any mobile device will 
do as long as it has a web browser, 
email, photography, video, and is 
app-friendly. This means all you 
BlackBerry and Android users are 
good to go and will not have to switch 
providers, contrary to rumour. 

When it comes down to it, know-
ing how to navigate in a wireless 
app-based world will pay off tenfold 
when you are graduating and com-
peting for jobs against graduates of 
other schools. 

The price of not knowing, how-
ever, may end up being the real price 
you don’t want to pay. 

When my husband bought me a 
BlackBerry for my birthday, next to 
my wedding, it was truly one of the 
happiest days of my life. My emails, 
the Web and Twitter were all loving-
ly tucked into this tiny pocket sized 
micro-mini piece of technology.

However, I was not quite feeling 
the love when I read our first bill 
from MTS. My husband paid a buy-
out fee of $150, which he justified 
because the phone was for my edu-
cation.

This year, it’s mandatory for all 
first-year Creative Communi-
cations students to have a 
mobile device, such 
as an iPod Touch 
or iPhone. The col-
lege softens this 
blow with the good 
news that students 
can scoop off their Wi-Fi 
for free with the iPod Touch. 

If you currently have another cell 
phone, you may need to buy out your 
current plan, which can range from 
$100 to $300, at least with MTS. 

When someone can’t afford 
to pay that much to buy out their 
phone, how can they be expected to 
pay an upfront fee of roughly $220 
for an iPod Touch or $150 for an 
iPhone?

Does adding mandatories like the 
iPhone to college programs only serve 
to make education less attainable 
for those in a lower socio-economic 
bracket? Last year, the question of 
converting the Creative Communica-
tions program into a laptop program 
came up, which would raise costs sig-
nificantly. Of course, the education 
would improve because of technol-
ogy, but at what cost? Talented peo-
ple would be left out in the cold be-
cause they wouldn’t be able to afford 
the laptop program. It’s true when 
you’re passionate about something, 
you find a way. However, when some-
one keeps moving it further and fur-

ther out of reach, you 
can get thrown off 

the path.
E v e r y o n e 

who walks 
through the col-

lege’s front doors 
knows the next couple 

of years won’t be easy. The 
college tries to make it as com-

fortable as possible, with the colour-
ful chairs and LCD TVs, because as 
students, you’ll spend a lot of your 
time here.

Unfortunately, that’s not all 
you’ll spend.

The model mayor 
of Minneapolis

Yay Nay
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Kristel Mason
CONTRIBUTOR

Tammy Karatchuk
CONTRIBUTOR

The Creative Communications program has
introduced mandatory smart phones for first-years. 
Two students square off on the issue.

Photo by Jérémie Wookey

Photo by Yatuka Tsutano (Flikr)
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Outdoor Movie Night
On Tuesday, Sept. 7, head down to Red River 

College’s Notre Dame campus for the Students’ 
Association’s Outdoor Movie Night. Bring along a 
lawn chair, a blanket and some snacks and plunk 
yourself down to watch a movie under the sunset. 
The event is free and begins around 7 p.m.

Back to School Kegger
Nothing says “back to school” quite like the 

customary fall kegger. The Red River College 
Students’ Association brings the Disorientation 
Week Kegger to the Notre Dame Campus on 
Wednesday, September 8 in the courtyard from 3 
p.m. to 7 p.m. The party continues at the Princess 
Street Campus on Thursday, September 9.

I’m on a Boat! Party Cruise
Red River College’s Students’ Association 

keeps the partying going with a massive party on 
the M.S. River Rouge cruise ship on Friday, Sep-
tember 10. The boat departs from the Redwood 
Docks at 11 p.m. and returns at 2 a.m. Tickets are 
$10 and are available at the Ox and the Mercan-
tile.

Banjo Bowl Weekend
The Banjo Bowl is the most anticipated game 

of the season, so it’s no surprise there’s an en-
tire weekend of activities leading up to Sunday’s 
game. Rub shoulders with current and past 
Bomber players at UPPERDECK Sports Bar on Fri-
day evening or visit Canad Inns Stadium on Sat-
urday for the Family Day BBQ. 

WSO in Old Market Square
On Sept. 1, enjoy your lunch hour outside 

at Old Market Square. The Winnipeg Symphony 
Orchestra’s string quartet will be playing a free 
show at the Cube from noon until 1 p.m. Bring 
a lunch, grab a spot on the grass and enjoy the 
relaxing music before diving back into the books.

6
7

10
9

Big Name Concerts
Aerosmith and special guests Joan Jett and 

the Blackhearts stop by the MTS Centre Thursday, 
Sept. 8. Tickets range from $69.50 to $162.25. If 
Aerosmith isn’t your scene, perhaps Justin Bieber 
is. The Biebs brings his My World tour to MTS 
Centre on Tuesday, September 14. Tickets range 
from $47.75 to $68.50.

Spence Street Festival
Head down to the Spence Street Festival pre-

sented by the University of Winnipeg Students’ 
Association. From Aug. 30 until Sept. 2 visit the 
Spence Street Promenade for live music, free 
food, art demonstrations by Graffiti Art Gallery 
and more fun activities. The free event runs from 
noon until 1:30.

Ciclovia
From 12 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Sept. 12, bike away 

and celebrate the physical and environmental 
benefits of active transportation at Ciclovia. The 
healthy-living festival will close off the north side 
of Broadway from Osborne to Main Street creat-
ing motor-free streets from Assiniboine Park to 
The Forks. Look out for the fitness classes, farm-
ers’ markets, and bike demos.

Go Green!
Learn how you can be environmentally friend-

ly this school year by attending the Winnipeg 
Green Lifestyle and Organic Living Show on Sept. 
11 and 12. The Winnipeg Convention Centre will 
be packed with over 90 exhibits, which include 
gourmet organic cooking demonstrations, earth-
friendly fashions and hybrid vehicles. Tickets are 
only $10 and are available at www.ticketmaster.
ca

The Big Show
Ace Burpee hosts The Big Show at The Forks’ 

Scotia Bank Stage, Sunday, Sept. 12 at 3 p.m. The 
free outdoor concert features an impressive line-
up of talented homegrown musicians like Mag-
num K.I., Ash Koley, J.P. Hoe, The All Night, Enjoy 
Your Pumas and Desiree Dorion.
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Ever wonder what dirty 
little secrets from Winni-
peg’s history are hiding just 
below the surface?

Then look no further 
than the new Death and 
Debauchery tour offered by 
The Exchange District BIZ’s 
Historic Walking Tour pro-
gram, which proved to be a 
huge hit this summer.

Brian Timmerman, ex-
ecutive director of the Ex-
change District BIZ and 
Walking Tours, said nine 
out of ten tours sold are for 
this one and the feedback 
following the tour has been 
nothing but positive.

“Most people rate the 
tour as being excellent in 
our surveys,” said Timmer-
man.

Crime sells

Veronica Neufeld, one of 
the tour guides, said most 
people are surprised at the 
info presented on the tours.

“It is not the kind of in-
formation you get from a 
textbook…This tour is about 
the stories, whereas the 
other tours focus on dates, 
city development and city 
growth – the cleaner, better 
aspects of our history,” said 
Neufeld.

Timmerman agreed 
that, while buildings can 
be interesting, a story to go 
with them is much more in-
teresting. 

The Death and Debauch-
ery tour prides itself on ex-
ploring the dark secrets of 
Winnipeg between 1870 and 
1930 – the major growth pe-
riod of the city.

“We talk about lots of 
murders, the first execution 
in Western Canada in 1874 
(which was in Winnipeg), 
conspiracies, dynamite 
(for example the first chief 

of police ended up being 
killed in a freak dynamite 
explosion) and all kinds of 
things.” said Neufeld.

Timmerman added an-
other juicy tidbit about a 
bear chained up outside an 
Exchange District hotel that 
people would feed alcohol. 
One day the bear got away 
and was later shot and eat-
en by hotel staff, he said.

Although tours closed 
August 27 for the season, 
they will reopen next June, 
including the Death and 
Debauchery tour and a new 
Hollywood tour that will 
focus on films shot in the 
area. While the 45 minute 
Death and Debauchery tour 
was a hit this summer, it 
will be interesting to see if 
it can hold its number one 
spot next season alongside 
the Hollywood tour. Espe-
cially because, like Timmer-
man said, “Crime sells.” 

Yvonne Raymond
ARTS EDITOR

Discover Winnipeg’s dark side on the Death 
and Debauchery tour

When starting a restau-
rant, what’s the best way to 
get some publicity? Hand-
ing out flyers and menus? 
Bombarding your friends 
via social media? How about 
documenting your grand 
opening on a reality TV 
show?

Watch the Food Network 
help new restaurant owners 
try the latter.

Its newest reality series, 
The Opener, produced by 
Winnipeg and Toronto-

Reality show seeks 
Winnipeg talent

based Frantic Films, follows 
chef and restaurant consul-
tant David Adjey as he trav-
els to different cities across 
North America helping new 

entrepreneurs open their 
first restaurant. 

“It sounds very exciting 
to open a restaurant. It’s 
very fast-paced,” said Heidi 

Andrew Kress
CONTRIBUTOR

The Food Network’s The Opener is set to air 
but lacks coverage from Winnipeg restaurants

Burbela, the associate pro-
ducer for The Opener. “Of 
course, it’s fun being your 
own boss but it’s also very 
challenging.”

Having been in the res-
taurant business all his life, 
Adjey will help inexperi-
enced restaurant owners 
by going over any red flags 
– such as poor food presen-
tation, lack of a concept, 
untrained chefs, and even 
personality conflicts (mak-
ing for bad business but po-
tentially good TV) – before 
they open.

Prior to becoming a res-
taurant consultant, Adjey 
was the executive chef at 
both the Rihga Royal Hotel 
in New York City (now the 
London NYC) and the fine 
dining restaurant, Nectar, 
in Toronto, as well as the 
personal chef for Dan Ayk-
royd.

The Opener is still ac-
cepting applicants for its 
first season and would like 
to help as many first time 
restaurant owners as it can, 

including those in Winni-
peg. So far they have no of-
ficial takers in Winnipeg, 
but are hoping some will 
turn up. Burbela said the 
show would like to show-
case all kinds of different 
restaurants over the course 
of the show. This may be 
where Winnipeg’s rich cul-
ture and multiculturalism 
can offer something other 
cities can’t.  

Guidelines include hav-
ing to be a first time restau-
rant owner with a lease and 
the restaurant needs to be 
full service and just open-
ing. Filming for this season 
should finish up in Decem-
ber 2010.

The Opener is airing 19 
episodes for its first sea-
son, with the premiere air-
ing Tuesday, Aug. 31 at 12 
p.m., and will also air at 9 
p.m. and 1 a.m. on the Food 
Network. Applicants for the 
show can contact Heidi Bur-
bela at 416-324-8537 ext. 326 
or HBurbela@franticfilms.
com.

Chef and restaurant consultant, David Adjey Photo courtesy of Frantic Films

 Photo courtesy of the Exchange District
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Outdoor wine tasting a treat for the palate

FEAST YOUR SENSES

The Manitoba film in-
dustry is just like many 
things these days – full of 
optimism. This year has 
brought hope that we, the 
‘film-friendly’ central prov-
ince of Canada, will eventu-
ally get back the privilege of 
being a desired location for 
major motion picture films. 
Shall We Dance?, filmed 
here in 2004, brought in 
over $100 million interna-
tionally, shoving Winnipeg 
into Hollywood’s spotlight. 
But that was nearly seven 
years ago. So what’s been 
going on in the industry 
since then? 

“We are working consis-
tently and there is a lot of 
optimism though it’s still 
difficult. I’d say it’s a guard-
ed optimism,” said Phyllis 
Laing, president and found-
er of Buffalo Gal Pictures. 

Laing, who established 
the independent film com-
pany in 1994, said that, de-
spite the recession, there 

Manitoba’s film industry is 
looking good

has been an improvement 
as we recover from the eco-
nomic crisis.  There are 
currently four TV series -–a 
Manitoba record-- being pro-
duced here: APTN’s Cash-
ing In (season 3), CBC’s Less 
Than Kind (season 2), Men 
with Brooms (season 1), and 
Todd and the Book of Pure 
Evil (season 1). It’s no won-
der a local economic impact 
survey of the industry dis-
covered last year that Mani-
toba has more than doubled 
its television productions 
since 2003/04. 

In the second-ever eco-
nomic impact study, Snap-
shot 2009, local non-profit 
organization On Screen 
Manitoba alongside the 
consulting firm Nordicity 
Group Ltd and the Manito-
ba Bureau of Statistics (MBS) 
explored the film industry’s 
impact on the provincial 
and federal economy. The 
one-of-a-kind study found 
significant highlights. Over 
the past 5 years, the prov-
ince has seen that Manitoba 
has been Canada’s fastest-
growing established film 
and television production 
industry from 1998 to 2008. 
There are approximately 

50 production companies 
employing over 200 Manito-
bans showing that the local 
film industry is a definite 
asset to the province’s over-
all economy. The total film 
and production volume ana-
lyzed from 2003/04-2007/08 
was $685 million.  

Despite this optimistic 
outlook, some professional 
motion picture equipment 
houses like PS Production 
Services Ltd. have not been 
so lucky. The Winnipeg of-
fice closed this month due 
to competing local business 
as well as not enough big 
box-office films choosing to 
shoot in Winnipeg. 

“Over the last three to 
four years business has 
dropped off, it just hasn’t 
been viable for us to stay 
open here,” said PS general 
manager Larry Careen. 

High-budget films may 
be looking overlooking 
Manitoba, but the province 
has plenty of home-grown 
talent to boast. Part of the 
local industry’s success may 
be due to aboriginal vision-
aries adding their creativity 
to Manitoba’s film scene, 
including one of the major 
TV series currently in pro-

Renée Lilley
ARTS BEAT REPORTER

Things aren’t perfect but industry experts are optimistic
duction, Cashing In. Many 
works being screened at the 
2010 Toronto International 
Film Festival include aborig-
inal filmmakers. The Short 
Cuts Canada Programme 
will show three short films 
done in Manitoba, as well 
as the documentary, War-
child, directed by Caroline 
Monnet, which is an experi-
mental documentary focus-
ing on students from North-
ern Manitoba who come to 
live at a boarding school 
in Winnipeg for Aboriginal 
youth. Monnet premiered 
her short experimental 
film, IKWÉ, at the festival in 
2009. 

Compared to the rest 
of the country, Manitoba 
seems to have fared well 
this year.

“The national year end 
numbers won’t be released 
until February 2011, but we 
know it’s been a busy spring 
and summer for us and we 
know Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan have been slow,” said 
Tara Walker, executive di-
rector of On Screen Mani-
toba.

In the days of King Hen-
ry VIII, 75,000 gallons of 
wine might be drunk by his 
palace courtiers in a single 
year. While we don’t reach 
such excessive numbers to-
day, Winnipeggers do enjoy 
their wine – enough to sup-
port the city’s first outdoor 
wine tasting event, Taste 
of Downtown Winnipeg, 
which will take place Sept. 
10-12 this year as part of 
Lights on Broadway.

The Independent Spe-
cialty Wine Stores of Mani-
toba (ISWSM) is the asso-
ciation behind the wine 
tasting. Association chair 
Mo Razik explained, “Win-
nipeg doesn’t have any out-
door wine tasting events. I 
know from experience that 

[they] can be very exciting.” 
Most importantly, said 

Razik, the event is a charita-
ble one – half the proceeds 
from the sale of $1 tasting 
tickets (admission itself is 
free) go to Winnipeg Har-
vest. As well, he said, “our 
association mandate and 
members’ mandate is to 
provide wine education.” 
This will be accomplished 
through the tastings. 

Wine aficionados can 
look forward to several new 
wines being unveiled for 
tasting. 

“They’ve just appeared,” 
Razik said, “and we want to 
pass on the good taste to ev-
eryone.”

The wine tasting is just 
one of many events happen-
ing together in the same 
weekend, under the umbrel-
la of the Downtown Winni-
peg BIZ’s Lights on Broad-
way. Nisha Tuli, manager of 
communications and mar-
keting for the BIZ, said that 

there are five events in all 
coinciding with the main 
event – which is a competi-
tion for lighting designers, 
with the winning design to 
be permanently installed 
on Broadway.

“We wanted something 
to do with wine, and they 
came forward,” Tuli said of 
ISWSM. “The organization 
has its own board and they 
all work together. They’re 
helping each other out.”

By legislation, only six 
independent wine stores 
are permitted in Manitoba 
alongside the Manitoba Li-
quor Control Commission. 
Though one store had to 
back out of the wine tast-
ing last minute, the other 
five are on board to demon-
strate what they have to of-
fer Winnipeggers.

In addition to those of-
ferings and the lighting 
competition, there will 
be the eco-festival Ciclo-
via, which includes music, 

Danielle Conolly
CONTRIBUTOR

a bike zone, and a farm-
ers’ market, the Winnipeg 
10+10, a 10 kilometer or 
10 mile walk/run, and a 
big Saturday night dance 
funded by Culture Capital 
of Canada monies, since 
Winnipeg is the country’s 
culture capital for 2010. All 
events are happening in the 
downtown Broadway area.

“My hope is that it will 
be an annual event to cele-
brate an end of a great sum-
mer,” said Razik.

InBriefarts

Wyclef Jean will not 
become the president 
of Haiti

The Haitian board of 
election  decided not to 
allow Haitian-born pop 
star Wyclef Jean to run 
for presidency of the 
country, said Entertain-
ment Weekly. 

In a statement sub-
mitted by Jean to En-
tertainment Weekly, he 
said that, although he 
disagrees with the rul-
ing, he respects the com-
mittee’s decision and 
urges his supporters to 
do the same.

Jean hasn’t lived 
in Haiti for 5 consecu-
tive years – one of the 
requirements for presi-
dency. 

Lindsay Lohan is not 
an addict

Celebrity news and 
gossip wire TMZ said 
doctors at UCLA con-
cluded Lindsay Lohan 
does not suffer from the 
drug or psychiatric prob-
lems she was previously 
diagnosed with, which 
include Attention Defi-
cit Hyperactivity Disor-
der (ADHD) and Bipolar 
Disorder.

Lohan has appar-
ently come off her meds 
without having any ad-
verse reactions or with-
drawals – even in the 
alcohol department.

Doctors  that she 
spend 30 days at the 
treatment centre fol-
lowed by outpatient 
care.

Britain’s most talked-
about new artist is 
eight years old

He’s being dubbed 
as “mini Monet.” Brit-
ish paintbrush prodigy 
Kieron Williamson is 
eight years old and his 
thirty-three paintings in 
his last exhibition sold 
for a total of $243, 000 
CDN – within half an 
hour – reports the Globe 
and Mail.

Williamson has a 
website, a business card, 
strangers want auto-
graphs and journalists 
are flying across the 
world to meet him. Wil-
liamson, however, shru-
ged off the attention to 
Globe reporters by say-
ing “It feels normal to 
me.”

 Photo by shoot art not. each other (Flickr)
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Counting down this summer’s top five albums and films

Advice on how to financially ease your 
post-secondary education

Photo by toomuchdew (Flickr)

Photo by Jérémie Wookey

5. Kvelertak - Kvelertak (Indie Re-
cordings)

Here’s one for the metal kids (if 
there are any this year). Norway’s 
Kvelertak play an amalgam of sev-
eral fetishized genres for the brave. 
If the John Dyer Baizley cover art 
didn’t give it away, production from 
Kurt Ballou, guest spots from vari-
ous hardcore and metal luminaries 
pretty much made the record buzz-
worthy before it even had a North 
American distributor. Get it while 
it’s still kvlt.

4. Emeralds - Does It Look Like I’m 
Here? (Editions Mego)

Ohio’s Emeralds know how to 
keep busy. Since forming in 2006, 
the band has put out somewhere 
close to 40 releases. The three-piece 
blends kosmische (Google it), ambi-
ent and drone to make throbbing 
waves of sci-fi audio. Does It Look 
Like I’m Here? features a much stron-
ger emphasis on melody. Each of the 
album’s 12 tracks has a focus, even if 
that focus is melting your brain with 
arpeggiating oscillators.

3. Tobacco - Maniac Meat (Anticon)
If you spent your summer on 

acid, it would be a shame if you 
weren’t listening to this. Black Moth 
Super Rainbow’s Tom Fec returns 
with another solo album under his 
Tobacco moniker. Maniac Meat is rife 

with Nintendo-fied hip hop beats, se-
riously hypnotic synths and vocoder 
sounds that would make those Daft 
Punk robots drool if they had sali-
vary glands. As an added bonus, Beck 
shows up on two tracks. Remember 
Beck? He’s 40!

2. !!! - Strange Weather, Isn’t It? 
(Warp)

Dance-punk survivors !!! (pro-
nounced, “chk chk chk”), like to take 
their time. While their scene implod-
ed half a decade ago – which makes 
me feel old – Nic Offer and crew have 
been slowly sharpening their hooks 
and expanding their repertoire to 
include the occasional flourish of 
jazz, prog and new wave. That said, 
Strange Weather is instantly identi-
fiable.  The band still knows how to 
lock into a punk-funk groove like few 
others.

1. Wild Nothing - Gemini (Captured 
Tracks)

Wild Nothing is Jack Tatum, bed-
room pop impresario. The man has 
found the sweet spot between jangly 
‘90s indie and cartoony goth gloom 
circa Disintegration era Cure (as if 
there’s any other era). When Tatum 
mumbles, “Our lips won’t last forev-
er / And that’s exactly why / I’d rather 
live in dreams / And I’d rather die,” 
you just want to curl up in bed beside 
him and sleep the summer away.

albums films

Well here we are, back for an-
other exciting year of school, and 
we all know what that means: less 
free time, and less money. 

Due to the high cost of educa-
tion, taking post-secondary class-
es often means students need to 
tighten their purse strings in order 
to make each dollar count. Because 
I’ve made it a point to be a full 
time, lifelong student (so as never 
to enter the scary real world where 
I’ll have to actually get a job), I’ve 
come to consider myself quite the 
expert when it comes to finding 
creative and effective ways to make 
a little extra money while still 
keeping up with my studies. 

So for this issue, I’ve decided to 

5. Iron Man 2
Iron Man 2, summer’s first big 

blockbuster, hits hard and heavy 
with its incredible action sequences, 
great characters (played by Robert 
Downey Jr., Sam Rockwell and Don 
Cheadle) and decent story. It’s not as 
good as the first one, but it’s hard to 
top how unexpectedly good the first 
Iron Man really was. Nevertheless, 
Iron Man 2 is a definite must-see.

4. The Other Guys
I can’t even begin to describe how 

funny this movie is. Will Ferrell and 
Mark Wahlberg are two cops who sit 
at their desk all day while Samuel L. 
Jackson and Dwayne Johnson get all 
the action on the streets. Wahlberg is 
especially hilarious in his role, feed-
ing off of the frantic comedic styles 
of Ferrell. You won’t regret seeing 
this one.

3. The Expendables
Sylvester Stallone, Jason Statham, 

Jet Li, Dolph Lundgren, Mickey 
Rourke, Randy Couture, Steve Austin, 
Terry Crews, and cameos from Bruce 
Willis and Arnold Schwarzenegger – 
who else could you ask for? I’m not 
going to lie, the story is basic but 
it gets the job done. It’s fists, guns, 
knives, explosions and a whole-lotta 
awesome!

2. Toy Story 3
Toy Story 3 is a definite Oscar 

contender. Woody and Buzz are back 
together as Andy goes off to college. 
The toys get accidentally mixed up 
with donations to the local daycare 
and, while they’re excited to be 
played with again, they soon realize 
that maybe a daycare isn’t the best 
place for them. The film has great 
visuals, fantastic writing, and uses 
humour that appeals to children and 
adults all the way through. Toy Story 
3 is a movie for all ages and a great 
cap to the trilogy. Don’t be surprised 
if you tear up at the end.

1. Inception
Mind-blowing special effects 

combined with a truly mesmerizing 
story makes Inception this summer’s 
best film. Christopher Nolan has 
come into his own since The Dark 
Knight in 2008 and this film further 
proves how talented of a filmmaker 
he can be

compile a short list of ways that 
a student can supplement his 
or her income while in school – 
without having to neglect those 
all-important studies:

1. Sell drugs.
Selling drugs is a fantastic 

way to make a little cash on the 
side for little to no effort. The 
best thing about selling drugs 
is that you choose when you 
work. This is extremely impor-
tant when you have to work around 
a busy school schedule. Also, because 
drugs are so much fun to do, you’ll 
actually be providing an impor-
tant social service that you can feel 
good about – while trying to sleep 

at night on a massive pile of drugs  
and money.

2. Get married.
Getting married is a great way to 

earn extra cash on the side, especial-
ly in Manitoba, thanks to the wonder-
ful tradition of the “wedding social” 
(thanks Hudson’s Bay Company!) and 

the beautiful convention of presen-
tation at the wedding itself. Getting 
married can be more than just the 
joining of two souls or bullshit like 
that; it can be a great way to coast 
through school while having your 

friends and family foot the bill! 
Admittedly some wedding 

guests still insist on buying (or 
making) actual wedding presents 
that come from the heart, but 
what they don’t see on Ebay won’t 
hurt them!

3. Steal from the elderly.
The best thing about steal-

ing from the elderly is how 
easy it is. They’re usually so 
out of it that they’ll believe 
anything. Just tell them that 
you’re collecting the “Internet 
Tax” or something like that, 
and they’ll get this confused 
expression on their face and 
say “Ooooohh… Alright then, 
here you go.”

Whichever of these meth-
ods you choose to employ, I 
sincerely hope it makes your 

life as a student easier. Especially 
because once you’re done school 
you’ll have to get a real job, and 
your life will suck balls— at least 
until you retire and have to start 
paying the Internet Tax.

Sage Advice
with J. Williamez
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Even though the season 
doesn’t kick off until Octo-
ber, the head coach of the 
Red River Rebels men’s vol-
leyball team is already excit-
ed as he gets geared up for 
another season of Manitoba 
College Athletics Confer-
ence sports.

While the summer may 
technically be the off-season 
, coaching staff aren’t ex-
actly sitting back and twid-
dling their thumbs. Recruit-
ing is a key part of any good 
program and the men’s 
volleyball team is already 
pursuing a few players they 
hope to have on their roster 
this season.

One player the school 
has their eye on is Tom 

Busy off-season for RRC Rebels

Oosterdeen, who played his 
high school volleyball at St. 
Paul’s High School. While 
there, he played on highly 
rated club teams Winman 
Strike and the University 
of Manitoba Junior Bisons. 
Rebels officials have noth-
ing but praise for Ooster-
deen.

“He’s a really good play-
er. Physically he’s really big 
and has lots of potential,” 
said Ryan Ratushniak, the 
athletic director at Red Riv-
er College. 

Dan Gilbert, head coach 
of the men’s volleyball 
team, agrees.

“Tom’s a very talented 
athlete,” Gilbert said of the 
left side hitter. “He has the 

potential to play college and 
even CIS (Canadian Inter-
university Sport).”

While Gilbert is looking 
at Oosterdeen and others, it 
isn’t guaranteed these play-

ers will be on the team this 
fall. Players must be accept-
ed into their program of 
choice at Red River College 
before they are eligible to 
play. Gilbert says he’s work-
ing hard to get all the paper 

Tom Shirtliffe
CONTRIBUTOR

Coaches and athletic director 
hard at work trying to keep 
program moving forward

work done to get these two 
players in the fold.

In addition to excite-
ment over new players, Gil-
bert is confident in his ex-
isting team’s strengths.

“We have five returning 
players this year which will 
give us more stability in our 
team,” he said. 

While the coaches work 
hard to bring in new play-
ers, Ratushniak is hard at 
work on the Rebels’ other 
big offseason goal. If suc-
cessful, Red River College 
Rebels sport teams could 
be playing against teams 
from across the country on 
a regular basis in the next 
few years.

He confirmed  the MCAC 
has been busy putting to-
gether an application to the 
Canadian College Athletics 
Association (CCAA).

Ratushniak said  there 
are currently five different 
conferences in the CCAA, 

basically the equivalent of 
CIS for smaller college level 
sports, but none of them 
play in Saskatchewan or 
Manitoba. The Rebels often 
compete in a tournament 
with teams from other prov-
inces but that usually only 
happens once a year. It’s 
something Ratushniak has 
been pushing for in the last 
four years as he said it will 
be great for the student-
athletes.

“We would be offering 
students a better experi-
ence if we could give them 
the chance to compete on 
the national stage,” he said.

Gilbert said it will be 
a positive for everyone as 
the school tries to move its 
sports programs forward.

“Giving the students a 
chance to win a national ti-
tle after winning the MCAC 
would be great for them 
and for the program over-
all,” he said.

He’s a really good 
player. Physically 
he’s big and has 
lots of potential

- Dan Gilbert,  
Head coach 

A new era begins this 
month for the Red River 
Rebels as Heather Hildeb-
randt takes over as head 
coach of the women’s bas-
ketball team. The team that 
lost in the MCAC finals last 
season will take on a new di-
rection in an attempt to go 

New era for 
Rebels women

one step further this year. 
Hildebrandt, who has 

been assistant coach of the 
Rebels for two years, says 
she will bring an up tempo 
approach to the court this 
season. 

“I have a very fast paced 
style so I always like to bring 
a lot of speed to the game,” 
she said

“I like keeping the ball 
moving so teams have to 
keep up with us.”

Hildebrandt grew up in 
Winkler, Manitoba, where 

she also played her high 
school basketball. She then 
proceeded to Providence 
College where she played 
four years. Her coaching 
tenure at Red River College 
started in 2007. She coached 
for two seasons then took 
the 2009-10 season off.

The year break has made 
Hildebrandt eager to get 
back at it. 

“I’m very excited,” she 
said. “It’s exciting to be 
able to have my own team 
and see how they develop 

Sean Angus
CONTRIBUTOR

Heather Hildebrandt takes over 
as women’s basketball coach

throughout the year.”  
As far as leadership goes, 

Hildebrandt depicts herself 
as more of a quiet leader. 
However, she still feels 
there’s a time to be loud.

“I would say I’m more of 
a quieter coach but when 
the time comes to get up 
and shout, I’m not afraid to 
do so,” she said. “I definitely 
want to be able to get the 
most out of each athlete so 
I’m going to push them and 
hope they can respond in a 
positive way.” 

Hildebrandt takes over 
for Cheryl Jean-Paul, who 
was Rebels head coach the 
two years  Hildebrandt was 
assistant coach.

“She definitely taught 
me a lot during that time 
and we’ve developed a good 
friendship as well,” Hildeb-
randt said fondly.  “She’s 
taught me a lot about the 
game in general and the 
specifics on how to be a bet-
ter coach.”

After three years with 

the Rebels, Jean-Paul now 
makes the move to British 
Columbia where she will 
coach the Trinity Western 
University women’s team.

Red River athletic direc-
tor Ryan Ratushniak said 
he doesn’t expect the team 
to miss a beat despite the 
change.

“The program has been 
building. Cheryl did a great 
job recruiting and Heather 
will be stepping in right 
there and taking over right 
where she left off moving 
forward,” he said.

Though this year’s roster 
is far from being chosen, 
Hildebrandt feels optimistic 
about her crew. 

“There’s definitely a lot 
of potential to do well this 
year. We’re expecting a 
strong, quick and very expe-
rienced team.”

Hildebrandt and the 
Rebels women’s team will 
be given their first test on 
Oct. 21 as they clash with 
her old school, Providence 
College. 
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You don’t have to play 
on the Rebels to be active 
and get involved in healthy 
living. That’s the message 
from new Red River College 
recreation coordinator Dan 
Gilbert. 

Gilbert is heading up a 
campaign with the slogan 
“Rebels stay fit, energize 
your life.” It aims to foster 
community fitness both in 
and out of the College.

Moving fitness forward
Gilbert, who doubles as 

the college’s men’s volley-
ball coach, said the position 
is an exciting one for him 
and a chance to help move 
athletics in general forward 
at Red River.

“It’s a great opportunity 
to bring some new stuff into 
the college that we’ve talked 
about doing and that other 
colleges across Canada are 
doing. Now is the time for 
us to step up and start do-
ing some of those things,” 
he said.

Gilbert outlined a two-
pronged approach. The first 
goal is to continue to offer 
and improve the existing fit-

ness programs for students 
and staff. This includes free 
access to the gym facilities 
as well as the opportunity 
to enroll in fitness classes 
taught by professionals, for 
a rate well below the nation-
al average.

Gilbert says that while 
Red River has solid facilities 
available, the student body 
has to be made more aware 
of their options if they are 
to get more engaged.

“There’s a lot of room 
to grow there and a lot of 
room for students and staff 
to be more involved in our 
programming. We need to 
work on making these pro-

Keith McCullough 
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New recreation coordinator has big plans

grams more accessible 
and more visible so they 
can know what we’re of-
fering them,” he said.

The second aspect of 
his plan is new for this 
year. It involves foster-
ing community involve-
ment in physical activ-
ity through relationships 
with youth. Gilbert said 
the college would be part-
nering with schools in 
the area to help educate 
them about fitness and 
get them involved.

He added Rebels ath-
letes could help pass on 
the value of getting active. 
A clinic he will run with 
his volleyball players is 
just one example of this.

“We’ll go in and take 
a three hour session and 
run through some drills 
we would do at the college 

level so the kids can get in-
volved and learn to do them 
as well,” he said.

Gilbert said the partner-
ships would be a good way 
of giving back to the com-
munity around campus as 
well as helping to get the 
Red River College name out 
there.

“Down the road we want 
student athletes to be think-
ing Red River as a place to 
come and a place to start 
their futures and be in-
volved in athletics,” he said.

Gilbert said that both 
he and the program have a 
simple goal as they moved 
ahead.

“We want to provide an 
opportunity for students, 
staff and the youth of our 
community to be active and 
to provide a better life be-
cause of it.”

Since they met on the 
first day of Grade 4, Sean An-
gus and Kevin Hirschfield 
have seen eye to eye on many 
things. But, when it comes 
to the world of sports, An-
gus and Hirschfield often 
have to be separated as their 
differing opinions can lead 
to heated confrontation. 

After being teamed up 
again in the Creative Com-
munications program at 
Red River College, they will 
bring their unique brand of 
debate to The Projector and 
battle it out over the hottest 
sports topics every issue.

Was Buck Pierce a bad 
signing for the Bombers?

Angus: You can always 
look to Bomber fans to criti-
cize their starting quarter-
back. Buck Pierce has fallen 
victim to this but that does 
not mean he was a bad 
signing. The bottom line is 
Pierce gives the Bombers 
a very competent passing 
arm and a powerful run-
ning force, not to mention 
five years of CFL experience. 

He may be as fragile as a 
light bulb but really, what 
else are the Bombers going 
to do? It’s not like they have 
Peyton Manning on the 
roster. It’s great to see the 
Bombers giving Buck Pierce 
a shot and seeing what he 
can do for the team.

Hirsch: When a guy is 
known for his injury prob-
lems more than his actual 
play, you know it’s not a 

Angus vs. 
Hirsch

good situation. The Bomb-
ers should have known that 
when they signed Buck 
Pierce. The guy is a decent 
QB but it’s not good for 
team chemistry if you have 
quarterbacks leaving games 
and coming back in.  

There’s a reason nobody 
in the CFL wanted to pick up 
this guy and, unfortunately, 
the Bombers are finding it 
out the hard way. 

Plus, do you really want 
a guy named Buck leading 
your football team?

Who’s the number one 
golfer in the world right 
now?

Angus: For the first time 
in a while there is no clear 
cut number one golfer. The 
fall of Tiger Woods has been 
depressing and Phil Mickel-
son has not performed well 
since his win at the Masters 
back in April. There is really 
only one name that sticks 
out as a consistent perform-
er in the big tournaments. 
It’s Lee Westwood. 

Five top-three finishes 
in his last ten majors proves 
my point exactly. He always 
seems to be right in the 
thick of things on Sunday 
afternoon. He has yet to win 
a major championship but 
you have to think that it’s 
only a matter of time.

Hirsch: Angus, you can’t 
be number one unless 
you’re a winner, which Lee 
Westwood isn’t.  

Let me take you back to 
the final round of the 2010 
Masters. Westwood entered 
it with a one shot lead over 
Phil Mickelson. Mickelson 
won by 3. Mickelson’s not 

in contention every single 
time, but when he is there, 
he has developed a knack 
for finishing opponents off, 
a skill Westwood doesn’t 
have. Mickelson’s got the 
majors, he’s got the short 
game, and right now he is 
the best player in the world.

By the way, what’s the 
deal with guys named West-
wood coming up short in 
big moments? 

Sean Angus &
 Kevin Hirschfield
CONTRIBUTORS

Two diehard sports fans and RRC students 
debate hot topics in sports#1

Photo  courtesy of Sean Angus and Kevin Hirschfield 
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September. It’s a month 
that rarely signals good 
things ahead. 

September means fall is 
coming,  school is starting 
and the Bombers are dan-
gerously close to being out 
of contention in the CFL. 

No, for most people, 
September is not the most 
popular of months. For true 
sports fans however, Sep-
tember is special. In fact, 
September is the very best 
time of the year.

In September, you get 
the best of both worlds. 
Some leagues are winding 
down, heading into crunch 
time. Fingernail biting be-
comes a national pass-time. 
Others are just beginning: 
fresh hope and promise 
abound for fans of even the 
very worst of teams. 

For legions of hockey 
fans across Canada, Sept. 21 
is already marked down on 
the calendar as the day the 
puck is dropped on Nation-
al Hockey League preseason 
play. Training camps open 
the week prior and will 
be attended by fans from 
across the country simply 
to see if their sixth round 
draft pick can make an im-
pact on the fourth line. 

Can the Canadiens go 
one step further after last 
year’s Cinderella run? Can 
the Hawks repeat even af-
ter cannibalizing their own 
roster? Will the Leafs lose 
70 games? Or only 65? All of 
these questions will begin 
to be answered this month. 

Hockey not really your 
thing? The National Foot-
ball league regular season 
kicks off on Sept. 9 with a 
mouthwatering rematch of 
last year’s NFC Champion-
ship as Brett Favre - yes, he’s 
back - leads his Vikings into 
New Orleans to try to get 
some revenge on the Saints. 
It’s a dream matchup to 
start the year before every-
one gives up their Sundays 
for the next six months to 
root for their team.

September : 
gold mine for 
sports fans

Hockey and football – 
what more could you want? 
Soccer you say? All major 
European leagues get start-
ed this month as the beauti-
ful game rides the wave of 
momentum from the FIFA 
World Cup in South Africa.

Basketball more your 
style? NBA training camps 
tip off just after the NHL’s, 
giving everyone in Cleve-
land just enough time to 
finish burning their Lebron 
James jerseys.

By the time our next is-
sue comes out, we will have 
a new US Open champion 
as tennis’ final major gets 
going today in New York. 
The inevitable BCS debate 
will have begun anew, as if 
it ever stopped. As Ameri-
can college football starts 

up this month, the FedEx 
Cup will be underway in 
golf, the racing season 
winding down in Nascar 
and Formula 1 and there’s 
probably even yet another 
Ultimate Fighting Champi-
onship event taking place 
– if you’re into that sort of 
thing.

Even amidst all of this, 
we can’t forget the pen-
nant races in Major League 
Baseball.  The beginning of 
September means the “boys 
of summer” are into the 
home stretch as we head 
towards the playoffs. With 
one of the more competi-
tive seasons in years coming 
to a close, will the Yankees 
pull off the repeat? Or can 
a lesser-known club like the 
Rangers or Reds spring a 
surprise and crash the pin-

Keith McCullough
SPORTS EDITOR

Take your mind off school with 
all the sports world has to offer

stripe party?
Last but not least, Sep-

tember is a big month on 
the local sports scene. Our 
own Rebels teams will be 
finalizing their squads as 
they go after more MCAC 
titles with many returning 
players but also some new 
faces eager to impress. 

The Bisons and Wesmen 
also get going on their sea-
sons while the Goldeyes look 
to book their fifth straight 

trip to the playoffs in the 
Northern League. 

Heck, maybe even the 
Bombers can get things 
turned around and make 
a run at the Grey Cup. We 
can dream right?

That’s what’s so great 
about September, it’s a 
time for sports fans to 
dream. To dream of glory 
for their teams, whether 
they haven’t even played 
a game or they’re headed 

In September, 
you get the best 
of both worlds. 

Some leagues are 
winding down. 

...Others are just 
beginning: fresh 

hope and promise 
abound for fans 
of even the very 
worst of teams. 

straight for first place. 
September might not 

bring good weather or a lot 
of sleep with all that home-
work starting to pile up, 
but it does bring everything 
that a sports fan could ask 
for.

Who needs summer any-
way?
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