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WHO WE ARE
The Projector is the official newspaper 
of Red River College and is published 
by the Red River College Students’ 
Association (RRCSA) every second 
Monday. Opinions expressed in The 
Projector do not necessarily reflect those 
of the students’ association or Red 
River College. All material is herein 
copyrighted to The Projector,  
its contributors, and the RRCSA.

WRITE FOR US
Anyone can write for The Projector, 
and Red River College students are 
encouraged to contribute. Simply pitch 
or submit an article to the appropriate 
section editor or join our contributors’ 
list. Though we will consider all submis-
sions, due to space restrictions, The 
Projector cannot guarantee that all 
articles received will be published. If you 
wish to respond to something you’ve read 
in this issue, letters to the editor can be 
emailed to editor@rrcsa.com. To ensure 
your chances of being published, letters 
should strive to be around 150 to 200 
words in length. The Projector reserves 
the right to edit all submissions for 
length, as well as stylistic, grammatical, 
and legal guidelines. The Projector  also 
reserves the right to reprint submis-
sions at any time, in both written and 
electronic formats. The Projector will 
not publish content that it deems to be 
racist, sexist, or otherwise prejudiced.

A M A N D A  T H O R S T E I N S S O N ,  C O N T R I B U T O R

The Canadian Museum for Human 

Rights (CMHR) needs to raise an extra 

$50 million in order to open its doors 

on schedule. In December 2011, the 

CMHR’s opening date was pushed back 

to 2014 from 2013. Soaring construc-

tion costs, now up to $350 million, are 

the main reason for the lack of funds.

Susan Graham is the director 

of development for the fundrais-

ing arm of the CMHR, Friends of 

the Canadian Museum for Human 

Rights Inc.. She says that the or-

ganization is taking the news in 

stride, and does not have any special 

plans for raising the extra money.

“People in Winnipeg will continue 

the work that was begun eight years 

ago. We will continue asking people 

for donations,” Graham said.

Friends of the Canadian Museum 

for Human Rights Inc., headed by 

national campaign chairwoman Gail 

Asper, is on the hook for the finan-

cial shortfall. It has increased its 

fundraising target to $200 million 

from $150 million, and is not cur-

rently counting on government sup-

port to make up the extra money.

The federal government is not inter-

ested in helping out and will not con-

tribute more than its initial promise of 

$100 million in capital support, in ad-

dition to a yearly contribution of $21.7 

million to an annual operating budget.

Unless the City of Winnipeg or the

provincial government decides to 

contribute extra money, it will be up to

the Friends of the Canadian Museum

for Human Rights to come up with the

difference.

When CMHR construction began in 

2009, costs were estimated at $310

million—up from the $265 million

originally estimated. 

The CMHR is expected to be a 

major tourist attraction in Win-

nipeg. An early business plan for 

the CMHR estimates an average of 

250,000 people will visit the museum 

every year. Other estimates put the 

number even higher. These visitors 

would inject approximately $25.7 

million into the Manitoba economy.

John Omaga works downtown, 

and wasn’t surprised when he heard 

about the $50 million shortfall.

“It was expected. The Canadian 

Museum for Human Rights should 

be responsible for raising funding. 

They shouldn’t receive any additional 

government money,” said Omaga.

Others think that the gov-

ernment should chip in.

“To say that volunteers are 100 per 

cent responsible for overruns is a bit 

unfair,” said Winnipeg resident Neil 

Einarson. “It’s a national museum. 

It should be a combination of the 

different levels of government and 

volunteer fundraising. Other national 

museums have received assistance.”

Soaring constructions costs lead to financial setbacks,
delayed opening

…
PEOPLE IN WINNIPEG WILL 
CONTINUE THE WORK THAT 

WAS BEGUN EIGHT
YEARS AGO. 

…
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M A R K  M C A V O Y,  C O N T R I B U T O R

PARKING RATES
DOUBLE DOWNTOWN

The cost of parking may double in some downtown areas

Photo by Garrick Kozier

“I think it’s just ridiculous. There are 

very few parking spots at meters to begin 

with and parkades are way too expen-

sive. If it goes up, it will make you have 

to park a million miles away to park for 

free.  Plus the parking patrol swarms 

around here and tickets people the sec-

ond they go overtime, so they should be 

generating enough money as it is.”

GREG PEDRICK
+ BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

“I already don’t drive here because it is 

already too expensive.  If it raises up even 

more then why would anyone bother driving 

here? I think (the city) might lose money 

because nobody will want to park. This will 

make things way harder on students.”

DAVE DOUCHANT
+ BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

“It totally sucks.  Students are poor as it 

is. Parking is really expensive around here 

and it takes away a lot of the money I make. 

If it doubles, I don’t know if I’ll be able to 

park here. Why do they always pick on the 

students? We’re just trying to get to school.”

PRIYA TANDON
+ CREATIVE COMMUNICATIONS

“On-street parking is not pro-

hibitively expensive, so people are 

abusing the privileges. People park 

for work and run out and plug the 

meter every couple of hours, so 

there’s no (parking) turnover,” said 

Brian Timmerman, executive direc-

tor of Exchange District BIZ.

The Winnipeg Parking Author-

ity has proposed increasing parking 

meter rates in “high demand zones” 

downtown and in the Exchange 

from $1 to $2 per hour to increase 

turnover, and discourage people 

from parking on the street all day. 

The WPA says on-street parking is 

for short-term use, and people com-

ing downtown with a specific pur-

pose shouldn’t have to drive around 

looking for a free parking space.

By increasing the rates in high 

demand zones, the WPA hopes 

people looking to park all day will 

switch to off-street parking, which 

would become the cheaper option.

“There’s two ways to generate turn-

over: we can ticket the heck out of ev-

erybody or we can use price to manage 

demand,” said Colin Stewart, manager 

of special projects for the WPA. “We set 

up a test project at Health Sciences 

Centre and what we found is when 

people are paying $2 an hour— so $16 

per day— more spaces on the street 

became available because they can 

park in a parkade for $12 per day.”

Some business owners are con-

cerned doubling the price of parking 

will pull people away from downtown 

and send customers to other shop-

ping centres. But Timmerman says 

cheap parking will still be available.

“They’re only going to charge $2 

in high demand areas. The rest of 

the Exchange doesn’t change. So 

if people still want a cheap spot, 

they may have to walk a bit, but 

they can get it,” said Timmerman.

High demand zones include most 

of the Exchange up to Princess 

Street, Portage Avenue from Main 

Street to Vaughan Street, and seg-

ments of streets along Portage be-

tween Broadway and Ellice Avenue.

Both Timmerman and Stefano 

Grande, executive director for Down-

town Winnipeg BIZ, say retailers should 

benefit from the proposed changes.

“It depends on the business, 

but it should help any business 

that’s a retailer looking for a quick 

turnover. For those ones, it’s going 

to help them. Making sure people 

find spots in front of their build-

ing is critical,” says Grande.

Pam Kirkpatrick, owner of Cake-

ology on Arthur Street and a member 

of the board of directors for Exchange 

District BIZ, thinks off-street park-

ing is expensive enough that people 

will continue to park on the street all 

day even after the increased rates.

“Instead of raising the rates on 

street meters, they should lower the 

rates for parkades,” says Kirkpatrick.

CAMPUS CHATTER
HOW DO YOU FEEL ABOUT PRICE HIKES IN PARKING?

BY DAVE BAXTER, SPORTS BEAT REPORTER

…
WE CAN TICKET THE HECK 
OUT OF EVERYBODY OR WE 
CAN USE PRICE TO MANAGE 

DEMAND.
…
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Hello RRC Students! Here are the important notices that 
the Students’ Association has for you this issue:

CONVOCATION INFORMATION

ATTENTION SPRING GRADUATES!! 

The deadline to apply for graduation is May 1, 2012. 
To print off an online graduation form and for more 
convocation information visit:

1. RRC.MB.CA

2. Go to STUDENT 

3. Scroll down to Convocation Information  

STUDENT BENEFITS HEALTH AND DENTAL PLAN

Important deadlines: Opt-out/waive (must have 
comparable coverage to opt-out), family add-on, 
and opt-in is within 30 days after the start date of your 
program. Follow us on Twitter @redriverplan

For proper forms, coverage info, please visit/contact

Notre Dame Campus: FM-66 (204) 632-2503

Exchange District Campus: P110 (204) 949-8475

Website: www.mystudentplan.ca

Email: sahealth@rrc.mb.ca

UPCOMING CLASS REP MEETINGS

NDC: BLACK LECTURE THEATRE

Time: 12-1pm

Monday, April 2

EDC: P107

Time: 11:30-12:30pm

Tuesday, April 3

TEACHING AWARD OF EXCELLENCE

This is your chance to recognize your amazing 

your instructor. The award is given out at the June 
convocation.

SA FOOD BANK

Please show some support and donate any spare non-
perishable items you may have kicking around at home. 
Find out more information on how to get involved at 

STUDENT SURVEYS

Keep watch for posters around the campus and make 
sure to check your email for a second round of the 
“Student Experience Survey” in April!

We want to hear from you!
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Friends hope new parking lot will pave way for Fort
A group that saved the 

Upper Fort Garry heri-

tage site from becoming 

ground for an apartment 

tower is now pushing for 

a temporary parking lot. 

But it’s not as bad as it 

seems on the surface.

The Friends of the Upper 

Fort Garry is a non-profit 

organization dedicated to 

building a heritage park 

and interpretive centre at 

the site bordering on Main 

Street, Broadway, Assiniboine 

Avenue and Fort Street. 

The group has proposed to 

temporarily use a small corner 

of the site, at Fort Street and 

Assiniboine Avenue, as a 

surface parking lot to raise 

operating revenue for the 

estimated $23 million project.

“[The plan] was to take 

what was a surface lot and 

use it again as such,” said 

Clare MacKay, spokesper-

son for the Friends of Upper 

Fort Garry, about the paved 

patch of land. “It was just 

seen as a very temporary 

measure to raise funds.”

A measure MacKay 

said won’t halt the proj-

ect if it doesn’t happen.

“It would be a nice small 

source of revenue but the 

project is not dependent 

on that revenue,” said 

MacKay.“We’re about to 

launch into a capital cam-

paign and we’re taking small 

public donations as well.” 

The fundraising campaign 

aims to raise $3.5 million for 

the two-part project that will 

feature a symbolic representa-

tion of the Fort, art installa-

tions detailing life in 19th 

century Upper Fort Garry, 

and a modern interpretive 

centre to host exhibitions. 

But whether the lot is 

even an option is up to the 

city. It currently has a mor-

atorium on surface parking 

lots in the downtown area. 

In a Winnipeg Free 

Press article, Mayor Sam 

Katz said he’s “disap-

pointed” with the surface 

lot proposal, saying 

the city is trying hard 

to get rid of them.

“That’s going the exact 

opposite direction the 

city is moving,” Katz 

told the Free Press. 

The city stayed true to 

this notion in 2010, when 

it denied Chinatown De-

velopment Corp. the right 

to demolish a century-old 

building on King Street 

to erect a surface lot.

But just last year, 

the city allowed Yoga 

Public to demolish an 

89-year-old building on 

Fort Street, the Orpheum 

Theatre, in order to put 

up a permanent pay lot. 

The moratorium has 

not stopped people from 

proposing the idea of 

opening surface lots. 

“They have the right to 

come forward and ask for 

anything, but it is up to 

the mayor and council to 

decide,” Deepak Joshi, the 

city’s chief operations of-

ficer, told the Free Press.

A decision date for the 

heritage lot had not been 

set at time of print. 

“Whatever decision 

[the city] comes to we’ll 

abide by – they’re a good 

partner,” said MacKay.

PAVING OVER HISTORY?

Photo by Garrick Kozier
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JUDY RICHICHI
RRC grad Judy Richichi saw her 

younger years marked by some serious 

ups and downs, including experiences 

with poverty and the child welfare sys-

tem. So it’s no surprise Richichi was at 

first wary of working with some of Win-

nipeg’s most marginalized residents.

But the Red River College grad 

has for years been doing just that: 

helping to enrich and improve the 

lives of those currently experiencing 

homelessness, first as an accoun-

tant and more recently as Director 

of Resource Development for inner

city shelter Siloam Mission.

“When you go through some-

thing like that, the last thing you 

want to do is to come back to it,” 

says Richichi, a mother of four who 

graduated from RRC’s Business 

Administration program in 1985.

“But having been a product of 

the system, I knew that change can 

happen. I know you don’t have to 

be stuck in that situation. We as a 

society tend to stereotype and say, 

‘They’re never going to change.’ My 

seven brothers and sisters and I 

can attest that is wrong. If you give 

people a hand up and help them 

out, then change can happen.”

One of eight siblings who grew up 

in Ohio and Florida, Richichi spent 

time in and out of foster homes and 

group homes before her dad and new 

step-mom were able to move her 

and half of her brothers and sisters 

to Winnipeg in the late 1970s.

Though her parents were able to 

keep the younger children together, 

money was always tight, and Richi-

chi and her siblings had to pay for 

their own post-secondary educa-

tions. Having excelled at math and 

accounting courses in high school, 

Richichi opted to pursue a Busi-

ness Administration diploma at RRC, 

impressed by the College’s reputa-

tion for providing a quality, career-

focused education that wouldn’t 

involve decades of student debt.

“It had a really good reputation, 

even at that time, for practical experi-

ence as opposed to 

book knowledge,” 

said Richichi. 

“Sure enough, after 

taking (the course) 

for two years, I 

felt totally pre-

pared for whatever 

came my way.”

Richichi’s first 

post-RCC posi-

tions, working as 

an accountant for 

Japan Audio and 

later Air Canada, 

gave her plenty 

of opportunity to 

prove her financial 

prowess. The skills 

she’d acquired in 

school came in 

handy when she 

took time off in 

the late 1980s to 

start a family.

She supplement-

ed her income by 

preparing financial 

statements and 

tax returns on a 

freelance basis 

for years, and 

later by working 

as an educational 

assistant, (teach-

ing math classes, 

of course), when 

her children were 

in middle school.

Richichi returned 

to accounting 

about 10 years 

ago, working first for a local law of-

fice, then a travel agency. Though the 

landscape had changed somewhat, 

she had little trouble mastering the 

computerized systems that became 

industry standard in her absence.

“If you understand the fundamentals 

of accounting, which you learn really 

well in Business Administration, you 

can apply that to pretty much anything 

and still be successful,” she says.

In 2007, Richichi signed on for 

an accounting job with Siloam Mis-

sion — a position she held until 

2010 when she became Director of 

Resource Development. Despite her 

initial trepidation, she now describes 

the work as the most fulfilling of her 

career, calling the downtown shelter 

“one of Winnipeg’s best-kept secrets.”

“Siloam itself is really well known, 

but people don’t know us nearly 

as well as they think they do,” she 

explained. “When people come in for 

tours — when they see what we’re 

actually doing here, and the vision for 

the future — they’re shocked at what 

their money is doing to help this city.”

She’s especially excited about a 

number of recent initiatives and 

expansion plans that will drastically 

enhance programming for Siloam’s 

patrons, including gym, library and 

computer lab space at the downtown 

site on Princess Street, (which already 

provides meals, shelters, clothing, 

medical and dental services, among 

countless others), and a newly-pur-

chased apartment block in Wolseley 

that will soon provide 87 units of af-

fordable, dry and supportive housing.

Richichi’s enthusiasm — for both 

Siloam and for RRC’s Business Ad-

ministration program — is evidently 

shared by her children. Her eldest sons 

— 22-year old Raf and 20-year-old 

David — are recent graduates of the 

same program, and while both are still 

pursuing industry-specific jobs, Raf 

currently pulls double-duty working for 

both Siloam and the Salvation Army.

“Even if they want to do a trade, 

which I’m all for ... I’d like them to 

have their own business,” Richichi 

explained. “Doing a two-year trades 

course and a two-year business course 

affords them the ability to learn a 

trade and to own their own business, 

as opposed to just working for some-

one else for the rest of their lives.”

Most importantly, Richichi hopes 

her kids share her passion for help-

ing others, and for serving as com-

passionate stewards of change in 

the lives of those less fortunate.

“We can stare at them and say, 

‘Too bad,’ or we can say, ‘You know 

what? There are better things 

in store for you — just around 

the corner,’” Richichi said.

“There’s a better thing in store for 

every person. We just need some-

one to help us tap into it, and to 

encourage us that it’s out there.”

For more information on 

RRC’s Business Administra-

tion program, see www.rrc.ca.

RRC grad uses accounting skills for good

Photo supplied
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…
“THE CROWDS WAIT 

FOR  THIS FESTIVAL FOR 
AN ENTIRE YEAR, CAUSE 
THEY’RE OBLIVIOUS TO 
OUR LOCAL COMEDY 

SCENE”
…

BLONDE PONCHO IN HOLLYWOOD

L I N D S E Y  P E T E R S O N ,  C O L U M N I S T

POP 

CULTURE 

COLUMN

This is the very last time The 

Blonde Poncho will visit Hollywood. 

I’d like to leave you with peace of 

mind and a content feeling in your 

heart that all is right in the world 

of celebridum-dumb-dumb. 

The general theme in Holly-

wood this week is love. Oh, AND 

old people wanting to make out 

with young people. If that doesn’t 

prove all is right in the world, than 

I don’t really know what can.

Diane Keaton has pulled a Jim 

Carrey and made a public announce-

ment that she wants to get her grind 

on with a younger celebrity – Ryan 

Gosling. Come on now Diane, that’s 

not very inventive of you. Everyone 

wants to grind on Ryan Gosling.  

Who else is pulling a Demi and 

Ashton (circa the happy days)? 

None other than the captain of the 

sea. That’s right, Johnny Depp and 

Ashley Olsen are playing house. I 

always thought it would be magi-

cal if one of the Olsens hooked up 

with Bob Saget. Now that age clearly 

isn’t an issue for the prettier twin, I 

have hopes for my dream couple.

It’s spring and it feels like summer 

and love is definitely in the air. As girls 

toss away their pants for booty shorts 

The 2012 Winnipeg Comedy Festi-

val is back for another side-splitting, 

belly-laughing, totally hilarious 

celebration of comedy at its finest. 

So what is the theme of the funny 

festival’s eleventh anniversary? Why 

the end of the world, naturally. 

“As any expert on misinterpreted 

Mayan prophesies can tell you, the 

year 2012 marks the countdown until 

the end of the world . . . All we know is 

that from April 5-15, we’ll be gear-

ing up for the End Days the only way 

we know how – by launching one of 

our biggest, baddest, most world-

beating festivals yet!” said publicist 

David Schmeichel in a press release.

This year, the venerable festival of 

funny has a stacked lineup of perform-

ers instructed to make festival-goers 

laugh like there’s no tomorrow. 

Headlining the festival is seven-time 

Emmy nominee and Growing Pains star 

Alan Thicke. Thicke will be headlining 

WCF’s Manitoba Lotteries Thursday 

Night Gala: Save The World Telethon at 

the Pantages Playhouse Theatre. Did 

you also know 

that Thicke 

wrote the theme 

song to Wheel of 

Fortune? Yeah, 

neither did I.

Then there’s 

Shannon Tweed, 

who will be 

co-hosting 

the festival’s 

Manitoba Lotteries Friday Evening 

Gala: Characters with David Steinberg. 

Best known as KISS member Gene 

Simmons’ main squeeze, Tweed was 

born in St. John’s, Newfoundland. 

The festival lineup also includes 

stand-up comedian Caroline Rhea, 

Dumb and Dumber star Harland Wil-

liams, stand-up comedian Michael 

Winslow, and 2011 Canadian Comedy 

Award winner Debra Digiovanni. 

But the apocalyptic festival also 

saved room for local acts 

such as Aisha Alfa, Ryan 

Ash, Rod Beilfuss, Bruce 

Clark, John B. Duff, An-

drew Lizotte, Cara Lytwyn, 

and Chantel Marostica.

“I’m actually perform-

ing in shows with people I 

mainly hope to see, which 

makes my head explode, 

and makes my smile super 

big and creepy,” said Marostica. 

This being the 28-year-old’s third 

year in the festival, Marostica is a 

WCF veteran. This year Marostica will 

be making the rounds, performing in 

The Winnipeg Show, the Make It Better 

Panel and The All Girl Gay Show.

Describing herself as an obser-

THE LAST
LAUGH

K A T H E R I N E  D O W ,  I N T E R N  E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F

and bras for bathing suits there is 

no stopping new relationships from 

forming underneath the hot sun. So 

if you’re going to venture off into the 

forbidden summer with a mate, try 

finding someone your own age – or not.

I’ll leave you with news of one more 

new couple: Amanda Seyfried and Josh 

Hartnett are rumored to be heating 

things up. They are literally so good 

looking that it hurts to look at them 

directly face on. OUCH. This is the 

perfect pairing of hotness to hot-

ness. So if you can’t find someone as 

striking as you, don’t slum it – wait 

for the right beauty to come along. 

Happy summer and happy hunting.

vational comedian, Marostica has 

performed all over the world, including 

at Just For Laughs in Montreal. But 

Marostica still points to her hometown 

festival as a bright point in her career.

“The crowds wait for this festival for 

an entire year, cause they’re oblivious 

to our local comedy scene,” explained 

Marostica. “There is always a packed 

house of people, who are overly sup-

portive, and have come out to laugh! 

Meeting some of your comedy heroes is 

amazing, nerve racking and amazing.”

The Winnipeg Comedy Festival 

runs from April 5-15. Show times 

and venues vary. For more informa-

tion, visit winnipegcomedyfestival.

com. To purchase tickets, visit tick-

etmaster.ca or call 855 985-5000. 

Photo Supplied

The 2012 Winnipeg Comedy Festival is ready for the end of the world
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MAD WORLD, MAD MEN
C H U K A  E J E C K A M ,  C O N T R I B U T O R

AMC’s venerable period drama returns for a fifth season

For just $29.95, walk in with your taxes, walk out with your refund. Instantly. 
You’ll also get a free SPC Card to save big at your favourite retailers.*

hrblock.ca | 800-HRBLOCK (472-5625)Follow us on Twitter and Facebook

$2995

$ave big*

© 2012 H&R Block Canada, Inc. *$29.95 valid for regular student tax preparation only. Cash Back service included. To qualify for student pricing, student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or 
more months of full-time attendance at a college or university during 2011 or (ii) a valid high school identification card. Expires July 31, 2012. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in 
Canada. SPC Card offers valid from 08/01/11 to 07/31/12 at participating locations in Canada only. For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply. Usage may be restricted when used in 
conjunction with any other offer or retailer loyalty card discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certificates. 

we make
taxes painle$$

 instant
cash back
& free SPC Card*

The last episode of Mad Men’s 

fourth season played on Oct. 17, 

2010. Don was engaged, his fa-

milial relations were starkly im-

proved and, overall, Donald Draper 

was a steadier, happier man.

As the show’s fifth season pre-

miered on Sunday, March 25, 

2012, Don kept, if not deepened, 

this new positive disposition.

It is positively despicable.

One of the most discussed mo-

ments of the episode was Megan 

Draper’s (Jessica Paré) performance 

of ‘Zou Bisou Bisou’, a popular French 

yé-yé song from 1960. There is some 

dispute over whether Gillian Hills or 

Sophia Loren first recorded the song, 

a debate that’s been re-ignited by 

its inclusion in the show. However, 

the episode element I noticed most 

is the jarring and heartbreaking 

change evident in Don’s demeanour.

Don championed Mad Men’s rise 

to fame with his barely-regulated 

bacchanalia and charming, eru-

dite pessimism. He was a polished, 

idyllic obelisk of ability-based suc-

cess and Dionysian excess. People 

watched the show to watch him. 

They still do in many ways. 

Certainly, the show does charm on 

its own merit. The sets are immer-

sive, the dialogue witty and robust, 

and there’s just enough silk and 

satin to engage the libido as well. 

But Mad Men’s characters are its 

winning pillars, and Donald Draper 

has always stood above the others.

In this new season, the Don we’re 

presented with isn’t the Don we’ve 

yearned for all these months. He is a 

softer man than we remember, and 

one who’s lost his drive to work and 

build something of his own in the 

eyes, lips, and thighs of his amour. As 

Peggy Olsen puts it, “I don’t recognize 

that man. He’s kind, and patient…

it concerns me.” It is already evident 

that this change in Don is intended, 

and I believe that there are significant 

plot points looming. But still, I hope 

we get the old Don back very soon.

Until then, Roger Ster-

ling will more than suffice.



pg.9SPORTSTHEPROJECTOR.CA pg.9SPORTSTHEPROJECTOR.CA pg.9SPORTSTHEPROJECTOR.CA SPORTSTHEPROJECTOR.CA SPORTSTHEPROJECTOR.CA

SPORTS BRIEFS 
T E R R Y N  S H I E L L S ,  S P O R T S  E D I T O R 

…
“I JUST SAT BACK AND 
THOUGHT, I AM GONNA 

COUNT HOW MANY 
SWEARS HE FIRES OFF. 
I GOT TO TWENTY AND 

LOST TRACK.” 
…

Wesmen Athletes of 
the Year

Lauren Sears and Zack Diboll, both 

volleyball players, have been named 

2011-2012 University of Winnipeg 

Wesmen Male and Female Athletes 

of the Year. The athletes were recog-

nized at the annual Wesmen Athletics 

Awards Banquet, which was held on 

March 22, 2012. Both players are in 

their fifth years and this year marks 

Diboll’s last. Sears was named First 

Team All-Canadian this year and 

was in the top ten in several Canada 

West categories. Diboll made the 

top ten in the Canada West Confer-

ence. Both players were starting 

players on their teams’ lineups and 

both were chosen because of their 

great game performances. Sears is 

a middle and Diboll is a setter.

Hockey is Canada’s game. Okay, ap-

parently our national sport is Lacrosse, 

but you know what I’m getting at. 

With the Winnipeg Jets back in town, 

Winnipeggers are on hockey overload. 

If your son or daughter plays 

hockey, then they are probably in 

the midst of playoffs. This time of 

year is fun, intense, and exciting. 

Although it may be all those things 

for you and your child, the same 

may not be said for the referees.

 The problem begins with the 

parents. Every parent wants their 

child to be successful. When it comes 

to sports like hockey, some parents 

have what I call: “Rink Eyes”. 

Rink Eyes is a term I coined to define 

when a parent gets so submerged in 

their child’s success that they don’t 

care about the team, coaches, and 

especially the referees. These people 

have one goal on their minds: for 

I have been refereeing for nine sea-

sons, and I love it. But, not everything 

has been rainbows and butterflies. 

I have been called homophobic and 

racial slurs this season. I have been 

cursed at, hit by a grandma’s cane, 

and told I was going to be killed. 

“The hardest part of the job 

is getting used to the abuse,” 

agrees VanDijk. Fellow referees 

have been punched, kicked, spit 

at and my personal favourite: be-

ing hit by a cup of hot chocolate. 

Whether it’s stiffer consequences or 

security guards in arenas, there has to 

be a way to erase referee abuse. Over 

the years, I have grown a thick skin, 

but I can’t say the same for all refer-

ees. Hockey parents need to remember 

that we are calling the game as we 

see it. We don’t care who wins; we 

are out there because we want to be, 

and all we want is a little respect. 

HOCKEY: 
FROM THE 
REF’S POV

T Y L E R  E S Q U I V E L ,  C O N T R I B U T O R

their child to make it to the NHL and 

anyone, (referee included), who gets 

in their way is subject to their wrath. 

Level Three referee Bill DaCraene is 

puzzled by parents’ logic for shouting 

at the referees. 

“The main question is: what are you 

going to accomplish by 

screaming your lungs 

out? They are making a 

fool out of themselves 

inbfront of other parents 

and their own kid.”.

And parents aren’t the 

only problem. DaCraene 

has also crossed paths 

with a fired up coach. 

“I just sat back and thought, I am 

gonna count how many swears he fires 

off. I got to twenty and lost track.” 

DaCraene worries for his younger 

colleagues, referees who may be 

unused to this kind of scrutiny. “They 

just don’t know how to handle 

it. It’s only natural that they 

would be afraid. Some of these 

people that are yelling could 

be three times their age.”

 Referee Cody VanDijk believes 

there is a serious dou-

ble standard. “There 

is a lot of behaviour 

that you wouldn’t 

see anywhere else 

but a hockey rink. I 

think that everyone 

needs to take a step 

back and realize 

that it’s just a game 

for kids to have fun 

and get some exercise.” 

As a fan, player, coach, and 

referee, I understand the rowdi-

ness and passion associated with 

hockey. But it’s unacceptable to 

belittle referees in the process. 

Bombers Change it 
Up 

The Mayor of “Swaggerville” is 

changing jurisdictions. Defensive end 

Odel Willlis was traded by the Winnipeg 

Blue Bombers to the Saskatchewan 

Roughriders. And what did the Bomb-

ers get in exchange? A few things. Sas-

katchewan’s second round pick in the 

2012 draft, a conditional fifth round 

pick in the 2013 draft, a conditional 

draft pick in the 2013 draft, and Sas-

katchewan’s fourth round pick in the 

2012 draft. Long time Winnipeg Blue 

Bomber Doug Brown also announced 

his retirement, though most fans knew 

it was coming. The team won’t have to 

worry about their coach, though, Paul 

LaPolice will be staying with the team 

for at least another season, if not two.

Bison Hockey All 
Stars 

Blair Macaulay and Jeremy Schap-

pert of the University of Manitoba 

Bisons hockey team were named 

2011-2012 CIS Second Team All-

Canadians. Macaulay plays forward 

on the Bisons hockey team. He was 

also named 2011-12 Canada West 

MVP and 2011-12 Canada West First 

Team All-Star. Chappert is a defence-

man and this marks his second 

season with the team. Head coach 

Mike Sirant says he’s happy for the 

players. “Both players had award-

winning seasons and we congratu-

late them on their recognition that 

reflected the success of the Bison 

Hockey program during the 2011-12 

campaign,” he said in a release.

High School Play-
ers attend Bison 
Camp 

The University of Manitoba Bisons 

Football Club ran camps on March 

26-28 for high school students want-

ing to improve their skills. There were 

two camps for players aged 12-19. 

They were held at the Winnipeg Soccer 

Federation Indoor Soccer Complex. But 

it wasn’t just for the teens; the Bisons 

also had an opportunity to participate 

to get ready for their upcoming season. 

Although the Bisons’ regular season 

is still months away, they’re start-

ing now to train upcoming players 

and to give teens an opportunity to 

experience a higher level of coach-

ing and players. To see more work the 

Bisons are doing in their off-season, 

visit their website gobisons.ca.

Photo Supplied
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LIGHTS, CAMERA, JETS
D A V E  B A X T E R ,  S P O R T S  B E A T  R E P O R T E R

When Winnipeggers head 

out to the cinema, they often 

go to catch the next action 

blockbuster or romantic com-

edy. But if they make the trip 

Local movie theatre serves up Jets games on the big screen

CAMPUS CHATTER
WHAT ARE YOUR FAVOURITE SPRING SPORTS?

Golf, probably because 

it’s kind of the opposite 

of hockey for me, I guess. 

Hockey I get really excited 

for in fall time, and in the 

spring I get excited because 

golf reminds me of summer.

GREG PEDRICK

My favourite spring sport 

is to jump in puddles, 

strap on the rubber boots 

and get out there. There 

is not much for me to do 

so that is why I like it.

DANIELLE ROSS

Football, for sure. I play out 

with my buddies out in the 

field. It keeps me active. 

JOSHUA GUARDADO

BY DAVE BAXTER, SPORTS BEAT REPORTER

to the Ellice Cafe and Theatre, 

they can cheer on their Win-

nipeg Jets from the comfort of 

the West End movie theatre. 

Ellice Theatre and Cafe 

manager Tim Thiessen de-

cided to show Jets games for 

free in the theatre because 

he thought seeing a game 

on movie theatre-sized 

screen would be a great 

experience for Jets fans. 

However, Thiessen also 

chose to provide the free 

experience because he 

knows that many of the 

people who live around 

the theatre can’t afford 

to subscribe to TSN Jets. 

“A lot of the people 

around here can’t even 

afford cable, never mind 

the Jets channel.” said 

Thiessen, “I wanted to 

give people the opportu-

nity to see the games, and 

with all the hype around 

the Jets right now, I feel 

bad that some people 

can’t watch the games.”

Thiessen also thought 

that the chance for Jets 

fans to sit together 

in a theatre setting 

and watch the game was 

a fun and original idea. 

“People usually watch 

the games at home or in a 

bar, but this is something 

totally different. You can sit 

and watch the game on the 

big theatre screen and get 

all the usual theatre snacks 

like popcorn and soda. It’s 

a completely different way 

to watch the game.” 

Thiessen says that it has 

been a slow build in terms 

of people coming out to 

watch the games, but he also 

knows he started late in the 

season and that it will take 

time to get the word out. 

“It’s been a slow build 

for sure, but there seems to 

be more people every game 

and I really think it will keep 

building next year when we do 

it right from the start of the 

season,” Thiessen explained. 

“Hey, we’re not Silver City. 

We’re a small, independent 

theatre, but the screen is 

still really big and it’s great 

for watching hockey.”

Winnipeg musician and 

West End resident Mike 

Cann attends many differ-

ent events at the Ellice Cafe 

and Theatre, and thinks 

this is just one more rea-

son to go to the venue. 

“I can’t tell you how many 

concerts I’ve gone to there,” 

said Cann. “It’s a great venue, 

and now I will definitely take 

in a few games there. I’m 

a musician, I can’t afford 

cable, so it’s nice that I 

can walk down the street 

and take in a game.”

For more information on 

the Ellice Cafe and Theatre 

check out ellicetheatre.com.

I like street hockey. It is 

just one of those things 

you can’t do in the summer 

because you get too sweaty, 

and I kind of suck at skat-

ing, so it’s good for me.

BRYAN COUCH
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It’s officially spring and 
some people in Winnipeg’s 
running community are 
trading their gym cards for 
sidewalks and bike paths.

Fiona Desmet has run 
the Manitoba Half Mara-
thon for the last two years 
and says she is enjoying 
her training this year.

“It’s been so nice outside 
the last few weeks that I 
can’t help but want to get 
out there and run,” she said. 
“Even when it was -5, it 
was sunny and made for the 
perfect running weather.”

Desmet is once again 
signed up to 
do the Mani-
toba Marathon 
this June, but 
has another 
race to tackle 
before then.

“I signed up 
for the Police 
Marathon this 
year,” she said. 
“I thought it 
would be fun to 
do one ear-
lier when the 
weather is a little bit cooler, 
but now who knows. It could 
be 40 degrees outside!” 

Desmet is participating in 
the Winnipeg Police Service 
(WPS) half marathon on May 
6, 2012. It’s the eighth annual 
race, and all proceeds from 
entries go to the Canadian 
Cancer Society. Last year 
they raised over $100,000.

“My mom died of cancer 
in 2000,” said Desmet. “I 
thought this would be a good 
way to raise money for a char-
ity that helped her when she 
was sick. I also do the dragon 
boat races with my work, but 

Prix), relay and team events 
(FortWhyte Alive EcoAdventure) 
and the Manitoba Lotteries 
MS Walk is a 5K run or walk. 

“I’m not a big marathon 
person, but I love having goals 
to reach so I enter the shorter 

T E R R Y N  S H I E L L S ,  S P O R T S  E D I T O R

IT’S RACE TIME

that’s not for a long time.”
This year’s WPS half 

marathon is sold out, but 
if you want to watch the 
action first-hand, you 
can see the racers off on 
May 6 at 8 a.m. sharp 
at Assiniboine Park.

If you’re interested in 
doing races there are more 
than just half marathons. 

The Run-
ning Room 
is hosting 
a few races 
this month. 

On Sat-
urday April 
14 they are 
hosting the 
Camp Qual-
ity Running 
the Rainbow. 
On Sunday, 
April 15 is the 
PUMA Grand 

Prix. Sunday April 22 is the 
FortWhyte Alive EcoAdven-
ture, and Sunday April 29 
is the Manitoba Lotteries 
MS Walk in Brandon.

Some of the events in 
these races include 10K 
and 5K run/walk (Camp 
Quality Running the 
Rainbow), 1K kids run 
and 15K run (PUMA Grand 

…
“IT’S BEEN SO NICE 

OUTSIDE THE LAST FEW 
WEEKS THAT I CAN’T 
HELP BUT WANT TO 
GET OUT THERE AND 
RUN. EVEN WHEN IT 

WAS -5, IT WAS SUNNY 
AND MADE FOR THE 
PERFECT RUNNING 

WEATHER.” 
…

races, 5K or 10K if I’m feeling 
good,” said Michael Wills, a 
runner. “I’ve done some of the 
Running Room events in the 
past and they’re so much fun.”

If you’d like to find more 
information about how to 
sign up for races hosted 
by the Running Room visit 
events.runningroom.com.

Unseasonably warm temperatures make way for spring joggers

Photo by Claudine Gervais
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WRITE FOR US!
…

The Projector is looking for talented 
writers, photographers, and illustrators 

like yourself. Contact us today!
…

A famous man once 

said: “The accompanying 

football snack is just as 

important as the game.”

That famous man was me, 

in this column, five months 

ago, and it turns out the New 

Orleans Saints were snack-

ing on opposing quarterbacks 

for the better part of the last 

five years. The kicker? They 

were getting paid to do it.

Let me just say, this bounty 

program is bad. It needs to go. 

For the love of good 

sportswriting though, I’ve 

created my Top Ten List Of 

NBA Players I Would Take Out 

If I Was Running A Bounty 

Program. (You’re welcome.)

For the purposes of this 

scenario, I am the GM of the 

Toronto Raptors. I’m pay-

ing Andrea Bargnani to put 

aside his “pasta and sohce” 

and forearm shiver oppos-

ing players in the forehead/

cerebral area as they drive the 

lane (accidentally, of course). 

Got it? Good. Let’s do this.

#10 - JAVALE MCGEE
Part of what decided 

this bounty list is hilar-

ity of injury. Since Nuggets 

forward McGee often runs 

down in the court (and plays 

the game of basketball) in 

a looping, unsure manner, 

seeing him get knocked out 

would be, honestly, a top five 

slapstick YouTube hit for me.

#9 - DWIGHT
HOWARD

We’ve listened to him flip 

flop on whether he’ll stay 

with the Magic for the better 

part of a year. Even though 

it might take my boy Bargs 

hiring a backup unit to take 

out this behemoth, it’s worth it 

if we can get him to shut his 

mouth for a bit. I’ll even add 

a few zeros to the cheque.

#8 - TIM DUNCAN
Fresh off watching a game 

from the bench for the official 

excuse of “Did Not Play - Old”, 

it’s obvious that Timmy D 

has overstayed his welcome 

in the NBA. At 36 years old, 

his shockingly boring run of 

success with the Spurs has 

caused many basketball fans 

to either stoically appreci-

ate or snoringly miss the last 

decade of winning seasons.

#7 - CHRIS BOSH
Unless Chris Bosh can 

finally figure out how to 

celebrate a big basket without 

looking like 18-year-old me 

dancing at Stereo, he has 

simply got to go. Plus he’s 

extremely self-centred for 

being such a huge geek. You 

were on one episode of Entou-

rage, Chris. Time to let it go.

#6 - VANESSA 
BRYANT

Not an NBA player, but a for-

mer basketball wife, Vanessa 

Bryant tried her darndest to 

ruin the reputation of a player 

I would never put a bounty on: 

Mr. Kobe Bean Bryant. Fore-

arm shiver to you, Vanessa.

#5 - RAJON RONDO
Unless you live in Boston, or 

inexplicably live elsewhere and 

cheer for the Celtics, you’d 

agree that the NBA’s angri-

est munchkin Rajon Rondo 

needs a break to think about 

how evil he’s actually become. 

Nobody makes Kirk Hinrich 

bleed his own blood. Nobody!

#4 - THE ENTIRE 
ATLANTA HAWKS 
TEAM

Would anybody miss them?

#3 - THE RAPTOR
The only mascot more 

concerned with winning free 

slices of pizza than winning 

basketball games, The Raptor 

has evolved into everything 

that’s wrong with the Rap-

tors franchise. At least, that’s 

my coping mechanism for 

almost 20 years of my favou-

rite team “rebuilding”. Also, 

see JaVale McGee above for 

aforementioned hilarity factor.

#2 - LEBRON JAMES
No surprise here. The most 

hated man in South Beach 

might need an army to take 

him out. He rarely gets injured. 

He plays MVP-caliber bas-

ketball every single season. 

He’s incredibly gifted, has 

the body of a running back, 

blah blah blah. This one’s 

for you, Kobe. Go get that 

sixth ring. And finally...

#1 - STEVE NASH
Hear me out on this one. 

Phoenix is currently hold-

ing our country’s native son 

captive on a terrible team in 

the twilight of his career. If 

I were to give you a top five 

list of wishes, the first would 

be to win a million dollars (in 

singles), the second would 

be to continue writing this 

column forever, and the third 

would be to get Steve Nash 

an NBA title. Seemingly the 

only way to make #3 happen 

would be to get Nash on the 

sideline and make him injured 

trade bait. Send the poor man 

to a contender. As hard as 

he works, nobody deserves 

the shot more than Steve.

So to sum up, the bounty 

program is the worst thing 

to happen to sports in 

a long time. Shame on 

you, Sean Payton and the 

New Orleans Saints.

But thank you for 

the column.

J O H N  G A U D E S
S P O R T S  C O L U M N

COLUMN

ARE YOU THERE SHAQ?
IT’S ME, JOHN

Photo Supplied


